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By Senator Clary

4-494-05

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to beach and coastal area

3 safety; amending s. 380.276, F.S.; allowing the

4 di splay of only certain warning and safety

5 flags on public beaches; clarifying the

6 authority of the Department of Environnenta

7 Protection over the uniformwarning and safety

8 flag program authorizing participation in the

9 program by any governnent having jurisdiction

10 over a public beach; renoving provisions

11 setting certain flag design or replacenent

12 speci fications; authorizing the departnment to

13 use grants to establish or operate the program

14 clarifying the limtation on liability of

15 governnmental entities, or their agents or

16 enpl oyees, for injury or |oss caused by posting

17 signs; authorizing the departnent to devel op

18 and publicize beach safety infornmation

19 provi ding an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Section 380.276, Florida Statutes, is
24| anended to read:
25 380. 276 Beaches and coastal areas; display of uniform
26| warning and safety flags at en public beaches; placenent of
27| uniform nnotification signs; beach safety education.--
28 (1) It is the intent of the Legislature that a
29| cooperative effort anobng state agencies and | ocal governnents
30| be undertaken to plan for and assist in the display of uniform
31| warning and safety flags, and the placenent of uniform
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1| notification signs that provide the nmeaning of such warning

2| and safety flags, at er the public beaches al ong the coast of
3| the state. Because the varying natural conditions of

4| Florida's public beaches and coastal areas pose significant

5| risks to the safety of tourists and the general public, it is
6| inmportant to informthe public of the need to exercise

7| caution.

8 (2) The Departnent of Environnental Protection

9| through the Florida Coastal Mnagenent Program shall devel op
10| direct,_ and coordinate the uni form warning and safety fl ag

11| program The purpose of the programis shal—be to encourage
12| the display of uniformwarning and safety flags at aH public
13| beaches al ong the coast of the state at—which—warning—and

14| safetyfHags—are—displtayed—andtfeguards—are—on—duty— and to
15| encourage the placenent of uniformnotification signs that

16| provide the neaning of such flags. Only warning and safety

17| flags that nmeet the specifications stated in, or devel oped by
18| the department pursuant to, this section may be so displayed.
19| Participation in the programshall be open to any governnent
20| having jurisdiction over a public beach, whether or not the
21| beach is overseen by a |ifequard.

22 (3) The uniformwarning and safety fl ag Bepartwent—ef
23| Epavi+renmental—Proteetion—shall—develop—apregramfor—the

24| display—et—unriiormwarning—andsafetyHags—at—aH—publie

25| beaches—alongthecoast—oefthe stateat—which—warninrg—oand

26 | safetytlags—are—displayred—andtfeguards—are—on—duty—andfor
27| theplacerent—of—uniformnetification—signs—thatprovidethe
28| meantng—of—theflags—displayed—Sueh—a program shall provide:
29 (a) For posted notification of the neaning of each of
30| the warning and safety flags at aH- designated public access
31| points.
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(b) That uniformnotification signs be posted in a
conspi cuous |l ocation and be clearly |egible.

(c) A standard size, shape, color, and definition for
each warning and safety flag.

T : . . e .
accormmpdate—persons—who—are—colorbHnd—

(e} : e ot I
I o i ed . ? .

(4) The Departnent of Environnental Protection nmay +s
atwtherized, within the |linits of appropriations or grants
available to it for such purposes, te establish and operate

the uniform warning and safety flag program a—pregramto

provide—thereaning—ofthe fHags—displayed. The depart nent

shall coordinate the inplementation of the uniform warning and

safety flag programwith | ocal governing bodies and the
Fl ori da Beach Patrol Chiefs Association.

(5) The Department of Environnental Protection may
adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 as necessary
to administer this section.

(6) Due to the inherent danger of constantly changing

surf conditions along the coast of this state, Fhe state,

state—agenetes—tocal—governrentss—and | ocal . _or regiona

governnental entities or authorities, and their individua

enpl oyees or agents who are acting within the scope of their

enpl oynment or authority, gevernrenrt—agenreies nmay not be held

liable for any injury or loss of life caused by changing surf
3
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conditions along coastal areas where the+feasenableplacerent
er—eecation—ef uni form warning and safety flags or reasonably

posted uniformnotification signs and e—thefai-lureto
. 't . I : : I 't

notification signs that nmeet the specifications stated in, or

devel oped by the departnment pursuant to, this section are

post ed as—provided—by—this—seetion.

(7) The Department of Environnental Protection,

through the Florida Coastal Managenent Program may devel op

and make available to the public other educational infornmation

and materials related to beach safety.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Al l ows display of only certain warning and safety flags
on public beaches. arifies the authority of the
Department of Environnmental Protection over the uniform
warni ng and safety flag program Authorizes
participation in the program by any government having
jurisdiction over a public beach. Authorizes the use of
grants to establish or operate the program Clarifies
the limtation on I|ab|l|t¥ of governmental entities or
their agents or nﬁlo ees for loss or injury caused by
posted signs. Authorizes the departnment to devel op and
publici ze beach safety information.
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