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By the Conmittees on Governmental Oversight and Productivity;
Envi ronnmental Preservation; and Senator Clary

585-2193- 05
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to beach safety; anmending s.
3 380. 276, F.S.; revising the provisions for the
4 pl acenent of uniform warning and safety flags
5 at public beaches; prohibiting the display of
6 flags not specifically devel oped by the
7 Department of Environnental Protection;
8 revising liability provisions; authorizing the
9 departnment to develop and distribute
10 information and materials related to beach
11 safety; providing an effective date.
12
13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
14
15 Section 1. Section 380.276, Florida Statutes, is
16| amended to read:
17 380. 276 Beaches and coastal areas; display of uniform
18| warni ng and safety flags at er public beaches; placenent of
19| uniformnnotification signs; beach safety education.--
20 (1) It is the intent of the Legislature that a
21| cooperative effort anobng state agencies and | ocal governnents
22| be undertaken to plan for and assist in the display of uniform
23| warning and safety flags, and the placenent of uniform
24| notification signs that provide the nmeani ng of such warning
25| and safety flags, at en—the public beaches al ong the coast of
26| the state. Because the varying natural conditions of Florida's
27| public beaches and coastal areas pose significant risks to the
28| safety of tourists and the general public, it is inportant to
29| informthe public of the need to exercise caution.
30 (2) The Departnment of Environnental Protection
31| through the Florida Coastal Management Program shall direct
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and coordi nate the uniformwarning and safety flag program
The purpose of the program shall be to encourage the display
of uniformwarning and safety flags at aH public beaches

al ong the coast of the state at—whichwarning—andsafetyflags
are—di-sptayed—andtfeguards—are—en—duty— and to encourage the

pl acement of uniformnotification signs that provide the

meani ng of such flags. Only warning and safety flags devel oped

by the departnment shall be displayed. Participation in the

program shall be open to any government having jurisdiction

over a public beach along the coast, whether or not the beach

has |ifequards.

(3) The Departnent of Environnental Protection shal
devel op a program for the display of uniformwarning and

safety flags at aH public beaches along the coast of the

st at e at—whi-ch—warninrg—and—safetyHags—are—displayed—and
H-feguards—are—on—duty— and for the placenment of uniform

notification signs that provide the neaning of the flags
di spl ayed. Such a program shall provide:

(a) For posted notification of the neaning of each of
the warning and safety flags at all designated public access
poi nts.

(b) That uniformnotification signs be posted in a
conspi cuous | ocation and be clearly |egible.

(c) A standard size, shape, color, and definition for
each warning and safety flag.
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1 (4) The Department of Environnental Protection is

2| authorized, within the linits of appropriations or grants

3| available to it for such purposes, to establish and operate a
4| programto encourage the display of uniformwarning and safety
5| flags at ea—at+ public beaches along the coast of the state

6| and to encourage the placenent of uniformnotification signs

7| that provide the neaning of the flags displayed. The

8| departnent shall coordinate the inplenmentation of the uniform
9| warning and safety flag programwi th | ocal governing bodies

10| and the Florida Beach Patrol Chiefs Association

11 (5) The Department of Environnental Protection may

12| adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 necessary to
13| administer this section.

14 (6) Due to the inherent danger of constantly changing
15| surf and other naturally occurring conditions along Florida's
16| coast, the state, state agencies, local and regiona

17| governnment entities or authorities, and their individua

18| enpl oyees and agents shal |l gevernrents—andtocal—goevernrent
19| agenetes—way not be held liable for any injury or loss of life
20| caused by changing surf and other naturally occurring

21| conditions along the coastal areas, whether or not uniform

22| warning and safety flags or notification signs devel oped by

23| the department are displayed or posted the+easenable

24 | ptaecerent—or—tocation—of—uniformwarning—andsafetyfags—or
25| reasenabby—posted—uniformnotifiecationsigrs—oerthe fai-lureto
26 | rastaH—uniformwarninrg—and——safetyfags—oerposted—uniform

27 | netifiecation——signs—as—providedbythisseection

28 (7) The Departnent of Environnental Protection

29| through the Florida Coastal Managenment Program may al so

30| devel op and nake available to the public other educationa

31| information and materials related to beach safety.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
CS for Senate Bill 2426

Provi des that governmental entities shall not be held liable
for injury or loss of Iife caused by naturally occurrin?
condi t1ons, whether or not uniformwarning and safety flags
are di spl ayed.
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