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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2480

Bar code 134352

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Conmittee on Educati on Appropriations (Lynn) recomended

the foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 30, line 15, through

page 31, line 5, delete those lines

and insert:

Section 7. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
1003. 03, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.03 Maxi mum cl ass si ze. - -

(2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -

(b) Determ nation of the nunber of students per
cl assroomin paragraph (a) shall be calculated as foll ows:

1. For fiscal years 2003-2004 through 2006-2007
20052606, the cal culation for conpliance for each of the 3
grade groupings shall be the average at the district |evel.

2. For fiscal year years—2666—200+threugh 2007- 2008,
the cal cul ati on for conpliance for each of the 3 grade
groupi ngs shall be the average at the school |evel.

3. For fiscal years 2008-2009, 2009-2010, and
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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 COVM TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2480

Bar code 134352
thereafter, the calculation for conpliance shall be at the
i ndi vi dual cl assroom | evel.
Section 8. Section 1003.035, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1003.035 District average class size requirenents.--

(1) CONSTI TUTI ONAL CLASS Sl ZE REQUI REMENTS. - - Pur suant

tos. 1, Art. IX of the State Constitution, beginning in the

2007- 2008 school vyear

(a) The district average nunber of students assigned

to each teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in

public school classroons for prekindergarten through grade 3

may not exceed 18 students.

(b) The district average nunber of students assigned

to each teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in

public school classroons for grades 4 through 8 nmay not exceed

22 students.

(c) The district average nunber of students assigned

to each teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in

public school classroons for grades 9 through 12 nay not

exceed 25 students.

However, in no event shall any such cl assroom exceed five

students over the district average all owabl e maxi mum

(2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -

(a) Beqginning with the 2006-2007 fiscal year, each

school district that is not in conpliance with the

requi renents in subsection (1) shall reduce the district

average class size in each of the foll owi ng grade groupings:

pr eki ndergarten through grade 3, grade 4 through grade 8, and

grade 9 through grade 12, by at |east two students each year

until the district average class size does not exceed the
2
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requi rements in subsection (1).

(b) The Departnment of Education shall annually

cal cul ate each school district's average class size for each

of the grade groupings specified in paragraph (a) based upon

t he Cctober student nenbership survey.

(3) | MPLEMENTATI ON OPTIONS. --District school boards

nmust consider, but are not limted to, inplenmenting the

following items in order to neet the constitutional district

average class size requirenents described in subsection (1)

and the two-student-per-year reduction required in subsection

(2):

(a) Adopt policies to encourage qualified students to

t ake dual enroll nent courses.

(b) Adopt policies to encourage students to take

courses fromthe Florida Virtual School

(c)1. Repeal district school board policies that

require students to have nore than 24 credits to graduate from

hi gh school

2. Adopt policies to allow students to graduate from

hi gh school as soon as they pass the grade 10 FCAT and

conmpl ete the courses required for high school graduation

(d) Use nethods to maxin ze use of instructiona

staff, such as changi ng required teaching | oads and scheduli ng

of planning periods, deploying district enployees that have

prof essional certification to the classroom using adjunct

educators, or any other nethod not prohibited by | aw

(e) Use innovative nethods to reduce the cost of

school construction by using prototype school designs, using

SMART School s designs, participating in the Schoo

Infrastructure Thrift Program or any other nethod not

pr ohi bited by | aw.
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(f) Use joint-use facilities through partnerships with

community colleges, state universities, and private colleges

and universities. Joint-use facilities available for use as

K-12 classroons that do not neet the K-12 State Regul ations

for Educational Facilities in the Florida Building Code nay be

used at the discretion of the district school board if such

facilities neet all other health, life, safety, and fire

codes.

(g9) Adopt alternative nmethods of class scheduling,

such as bl ock schedul i ng.

(h) Redraw school attendance zones to nmaxin ze use of

facilities while minin zing the additional use of

transportation.

(i) Operate schools beyond the nornml operating hours

to provide classes in the evening or operate nore than one

session of school during the day.

(j)  Use vear-round schools and other nontraditiona

cal endars that do not adversely inmpact annual assessnent of

st udent achi evenent.

(k)  Review and consider anendi ng any coll ective

bar gai ni ng contracts that hinder the inplenentation of class

size reduction.

(1) Use any other approach not prohibited by |aw.
(4) ACCOUNTABI LI TY. - -

(a) If the departnent determnes for any vear that a

school district has not reduced average class size as required

in subsection (2) at the tine of the third FEFP cal cul ation

t he departnent shall cal culate an amount fromthe class size

reducti on operating categorical which is proportionate to the

amount _of class size reduction not acconplished. Upon

verification of the departnent's calculation by the Florida
4
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Educati on Fi nance Program Appropriation Allocation Conference,

t he Executive Ofice of the Governor shall transfer

undi stri buted funds equivalent to the cal cul ated amount from

the district's class size reduction operating categorical to

an _approved fixed capital outlay appropriation for class size

reduction in the affected district pursuant to s. 216.292(13).

The anmpunt of funds transferred shall be the | esser of the

amount_verified by the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program

Appropriation Allocation Conference or the undistributed

bal ance of the district's class size reduction operating

categorical. However, based upon a recomendation by the

Commni ssi oner _of Education that the State Board of Education

has revi ewed evidence indicating that a district has been

unabl e to neet class size reduction requirenents despite

appropriate efforts to do so, the Legislative Budget

Commi ssi on _may approve an alternative ampunt of funds to be

transferred fromthe district's class size reduction operating

cateqgorical to its approved fixed capital outlay account for

cl ass size reduction.

(b) Beginning in the 2007-2008 school vyear, the

department _shall determ ne by January 15 of each year which

districts do not neet the requirenments of subsection (1) based

upon the district's October student nenbership survey for the

current school year. The departnent shall report such

districts to the Legislature. Each district that has not net

the requirenents of subsection (1) shall be required to

i npl emrent_one of the following policies in the subsequent

school vyear unless the departnment finds that the district

cones into conpliance based upon the February student

nenber shi p survey:

1. Year-round schools;
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2. Doubl e sessions;

3. Rezoning; or

4. Maxinm zing use of instructional staff by changi ng

requi red teacher | oads and schedul i ng of pl anni ng peri ods,

depl oyi ng school district enpl oyees who have professiona

certification to the classroom using adjunct educators,

operating schools beyond the nornmal operating hours to provide

classes in the evening, or operating nore than one session

during the day.

A school district that is required to inplenment one of the

policies outlined in subparagraphs 1. through 4. shall correct

in the year of inplenmentation any past deficiencies and bring

the district into conpliance with the requirenents of

subsection (1). A school district may choose to inplenent nore

than one of these policies. The district school superintendent

shall report to the Commi ssioner of Education the extent to

which the district inmplenented any of the policies outlined in

subparagraphs 1. through 4. in a format to be specified by the

Commni ssi oner _of Education. The Departnent of Education shal

use the enforcenent authority provided in s. 1008.32 to ensure

that districts conply with the provisions of this paragraph

(c) Beqginning in the 2008-2009 school vyear, the

department shall annually deternine which districts do not

neet the requirenments described in subsection (1) based upon

t he COctober student nenbership survey. In addition to

enforcenent _authority provided in s. 1008.32, the Departnent

of Education shall develop a constitutional conpliance plan

for each such district which includes, but is not limted to,

redrawi ng school attendance zones to maxinm ze use of

facilities while mnimzing the additional use of
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transportation and the other accountability policies listed in

par agraph (b). Each district school board shall inmplenent the

constitutional conpliance plan devel oped by the state board in

t he subsequent school year until the district conplies with

the constitutional district average class size requirenents.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On page 2, lines 18-27, delete those lines

and insert:
requi renents; anending s. 1003.03, F.S.
revising dates for inplementation of class size
maxi muns; creating s. 1003.035, F.S.; providing
for the contingent application of the section
upon t he adoption of an anendnent to the State
Constitution; prescribing district average
class size limtations for grades
preki ndergarten through 3, grades 4 through 8,
and grades 9 through 12; requiring the
Depart ment of Education to annually cal cul ate
cl ass size measures based on a specified
st udent - menber shi p survey; providing
i npl enentati on options; providing for
accountability and for transfer of funds in
certain circunstances; providing for the
department redraw ng attendance zones in
certain circunstances; ?nending s. 1003. 05,
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