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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SENATOR ANMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 2480

Bar code 212636
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

5/ F/ 2R
05/ 05/ 2005 04: 54 PM

Senators W1l son and Bullard noved the followi ng anendrent :

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnment)
On page 69, line 6, through

page 70, line 31, delete those |ines

and insert:

Section 23. Section 1008.25, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008. 25 Public school student progression; renedia
i nstruction; reporting requirenments.--

(1) INTENT.--1t is the intent of the Legislature that
each student's progression fromone grade to another be
determ ned, in part, upon proficiency in reading, witing,
sci ence, and mathematics; that district school board policies
facilitate such proficiency; and that each student and his or
her parent be informed of that student's academ c progress.

(2) COVPREHENSI VE PROGRAM - - Each district school board
shal | establish a conmprehensive program for student
progressi on whi ch nust include:

(a) Standards for evaluating each student's
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performance, including how well he or she masters the
performance standards approved by the State Board of
Educati on.

(b) Specific levels of performance in reading,
witing, science, and mat hematics for each grade |evel,
including the levels of performance on statew de assessnents
as defined by the conm ssioner, below which a student nust

recei ve renedi at i on—er—be—retarnred—wthin—antntensive

(3) 4> ASSESSMENT AND REMEDI ATI ON. - -

(a) Each student nust participate in the statew de
assessment tests required by s. 1008.22. Each student who does
not neet specific levels of performance as determ ned by the
di strict school board in reading, witing, science, and
mat henati cs for each grade |evel, or who does not neet
specific levels of performance as determ ned by the
conmi ssi oner on statew de assessnents at sel ected grade
| evel s, must be provided with additional diagnostic
assessnents to determ ne the nature of the student's
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difficulty and areas of academ c need.

(b) The school in which the student is enrolled nust
develop, in consultation with the student's parent, and nust
i mpl enent an acadeni c i nprovenent plan designed to assist the
student in neeting state and district expectations for
proficiency. For a student for whom a personalized mddle
school success plan is required pursuant to s. 1003.415, the
m ddl e school success plan nmust be incorporated in the
student's academ c i nprovenent plan. Beginning with the
2002- 2003 school year, if the student has been identified as
having a deficiency in reading, the academ c i nprovenent plan
shall identify the student's specific areas of deficiency in
phonenm ¢ awar eness, phonics, fluency, conprehension, and
vocabul ary; the desired | evels of performance in these areas;
and the instructional and support services to be provided to
nmeet the desired levels of performance. Schools shall also
provide for the frequent nmonitoring of the student's progress
in meeting the desired | evels of performance. District schoo
boards shall assist schools and teachers to inplenent
resear ch-based reading activities that have been shown to be
successful in teaching reading to | ow perform ng students.
Renedi al instruction provided during high school may not be in
lieu of English and mathematics credits required for
gr aduati on.

(c¢) Upon subsequent evaluation, if the docunented
defici ency has not been remediated in accordance with the
academ c i nprovenent plan, the student may be retained as

provided in subsection (5). Each student who does not mneet the

m ni mum performance expectations defined by the Conm ssi oner
of Education for the statew de assessnment tests in reading,
witing, science, and nmat hemati cs nust continue to be provided
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with remedi al or supplenental instruction until the
expectations are net or the student graduates from hi gh schoo
or is not subject to conpul sory school attendance.
(4) 5 READI NG DEFI Cl ENCY AND PARENTAL NOTI FI CATI ON. - -

(a) It is the ultinmate goal of the Legislature that
every student read at or above grade level. Any student who
exhi bits a substantial deficiency in reading, based upon
locally deternined or statew de assessments conducted in
ki ndergarten or grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3, or through
t eacher observations, nust be given intensive reading
instruction inedi ately following the identification of the
readi ng deficiency. The student's readi ng proficiency nust be
reassessed by locally determnm ned assessnents or through
t eacher observations at the beginning of the grade follow ng
the intensive reading instruction. The student must continue
to be provided with intensive reading instruction until the
readi ng deficiency is renedied.

(b) Beginning with the 2005- 2006 26622663 schoo
year, if the student's reading deficiency, as identified in
paragraph (a), is not remedied by the end of grade 3, as
denonstrated by scoring at Level 2 or higher on the statew de
assessment test in reading for grade 3, the student may fust

be retai ned as provided in subsection (5).

(c) The parent of any student who exhibits a
substantial deficiency in reading, as described in paragraph
(a), nust be notified in witing of the follow ng:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having
a substantial deficiency in reading.

2. A description of the current services that are
provided to the child.

3. A description of thi proposed suppl enenta
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i nstructional services and supports that will be provided to
the child that are designed to renmediate the identified area
of reading deficiency.
4. That if the child s reading deficiency is not
renedi ated by the end of the child' s grade |evel gragde—3, the

child may rmust be retained as provided in subsection (5)

5. Strategies for parents to use in helping their

child succeed in readi ng proficiency.

(5) €6 ELIM NATI ON OF SOCI AL PROVOTI ON,_RETENTI ON;

APPEALS. - -
(a) A Ne student nay not be assigned to a grade |eve
based solely on age or other factors that constitute socia

pronoti on.

(b) The district school board nmay retain enty—exenpt
students only fremrandatery—+etention- as provided in this
subsecti on paragraph—{(5-{b)—Ffer—good—ecatse. Cood—rcause
exenptons—shatH—be+mtetd—to—thefotHowng:-

_ o ol T o] I

| e L okt :
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(c) Witten requests for the retention of a student
nust geod—eause—exerptons—For—students—+romthe—randatory

. . . . I _
4—shatH+ be nmade consistent with the foll ow ng:

1. Docunentation nust shatH be submitted fromthe
student's teacher to the school principal which that indicates
that the retenti on promstion of the student is appropriate and
i s based upon the student's academic record. |In order to
m ni m ze paperwork requirenents, such docunentation nust shat-
consi st only of the existing academ c inprovenent plan
i ndi vi dual educational plan, if applicable, report card, or
student portfolio.

2. The school principal shall review the parent's

request and the teacher's recommendati on and di scuss the steh

recommendation with;
a. The teacher

b. The parent;

c. A representative of the school district who is

qualified to provide or supervise the provision of specially

desi gned instruction to neet the uni que needs of the student,

i s knowl edgeabl e about the general curriculum and is

know edgeabl e about the availability of resources of the

school district; and

d. Oher individuals, at the discretion of the parent

or the school district, who have know edge or specia

expertise regardi ng the student. The determ nation of the

knowl edge or special expertise of any such individual shall be

made by the party who invited the individual to be a part of

t he di scussi on.
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The school principal shall anrg nmake the determ nation as to

whet her the student should be pronoted or retained. |If the
school principal determ nes that the student shoul d be
promot ed, the school principal shall make such recomendati on
inwiting to the district school superintendent. The

di strict school superintendent shall accept or reject the
school principal's recommendation in witing.

3. The parent nmay appeal the decision of the district

school superintendent to the district school board.

(6) €A SUCCESSFUL PROGRESSI ON FOR REFAHNEDR READERS. - -
(a) Students who have a substantial reading deficiency

as deternm ned under paragraph (4)(a) retatned—under—the
provi-stons—ef—paragraph—(5)y{b) nust be provided i ntensive

interventions in reading to aneliorate the student's specific

readi ng deficiency, as identified by a valid and reliable
di agnosti c assessnent. This intensive intervention nust
i nclude effective instructional strategies, participation in
the school district's sumrer readi ng canp, and appropriate
t eachi ng net hodol ogi es necessary to assist those students in
becom ng successful readers who are;- able to read at or above
gr ade | evel —angd—+reatdy—For—prorotion—to—the—nRext—grade.

(b) Beginning with the 2004- 2005 school year, each
school district shall

1. Conduct a review of student academ c inprovement
plans for all students who did not score above Level 1 on the
readi ng portion of the FCAT and—didrnoet—reet—the—criteria—for
ore—of—the—good—cause—exenptons—a—paragraph—(6)3{b). The
revi ew shall address additional supports and services, as
described in this subsection, needed to remediate the
identified areas of readi ng deficiency. The school district
shall require a student portfolio to be conpleted for each
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such student.

2. Provide students who—are—+etarned—under—the
provi-stons—ef—paragraph—{5)-{b)y with intensive instructiona
services and supports to renediate the identified areas of
readi ng deficiency, including a mninmmof 90 mnutes of
daily, uninterrupted, scientifically research-based reading
instruction and other strategies prescribed by the schoo
district, which may include, but are not limted to:

a. Small group instruction.

b. Reduced teacher-student rati os.

c. Mre frequent progress nonitoring.

d. Tutoring or mentoring.

e. Transition classes containing 3rd and 4th grade
st udents.

f. Extended school day, week, or year

Sunmer readi ng canps.

3. Provide witten notification to the parent of any
student who is jdentified as having a substantial reading
deficiency under paragraph (4)(a) retat-ned—under—the
provistons—of—paragraph—{5-(b)y that his or her child has not
net the proficiency |evel reguret—For—prorption—antd—the

I i : o : :
as—provided—n—paragraph—(6)(b). The notification nust conply
wi th the—provisions—of s. 1002. 20(14) and nust include a

description of proposed interventions and supports that will

be provided to the child to remediate the identified areas of
readi ng defi ci ency.

_ : . :

reatder—reatng—at—er—above—gratde—tevel—and—ready—to—be
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4.5~ Provide students who are identified as having a

substantial readi ng deficiency under paragraph (4)(a) retarned
wrder—the—provistons—of—paragraph—{5-(b)y with a

hi gh-perform ng teacher as determ ned by student perfornmance

dat a and above-satisfactory performance appraisal s.
5.6~ In addition to required readi ng enhancenent and
accel eration strategies, provide parents of students

identified as having a substantial reading deficiency te—be

retatned with at | east one of the followi ng instructiona
options:

a. Supplenental tutoring in scientifically
resear ch-based readi ng services in addition to the regul ar
readi ng bl ock, including tutoring before and/or after school

b. A "Read at Home" plan outlined in a parenta
contract, including participation in "Fam lies Building Better
Readers Wor kshops" and regul ar parent-gui ded hone readi ng.

c. A nmentor or tutor with specialized reading
training.

6.7~ Establish a Readi ng Enhancenment and Accel eration
Devel opnent (READ) Initiative. The focus of the READ

10
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Initiative shall be te—prevent—the—retent+on—-of—grade—3
students—and to offer intensive accel erated reading

i nstructi on te—gratde—3—students—who—fartetd—to—reet—standards
fer—proemetion—to—grade—4—and to each K-3 student who is

assessed as exhibiting a reading deficiency. The READ
Initiative shall
a. Be provided to all K-3 students at risk of not

neeting grade |level expectations retentioen as identified by

the statew de assessnment system used in Reading First schools.
The assessnment must measure phoneni c awar eness, phonics,
fluency, vocabul ary, and conprehension

b. Be provided during regular school hours in addition
to the regul ar reading instruction

c. Provide a state-identified reading curriculumthat
has been reviewed by the Florida Center for Readi ng Research
at Florida State University and nmeets, at a mininmum the
foll owi ng specifications:

(1) Assists students assessed as exhibiting a readi ng
deficiency in developing the ability to read at grade |evel.

(I'l)y Provides skill devel opnent in phonem c awar eness,
phoni cs, fluency, vocabul ary, and conprehension

(I'11)y Provides scientifically based and reliable
assessnent.

(I'V) Provides initial and ongoing anal ysis of each
student's readi ng progress.

(V) Is inmplenented during regular school hours.

(M) Provides a curriculumin core academ ¢ subjects
to assist the student in maintaining or neeting proficiency
| evels for the appropriate grade in all academ c subjects.

7.8~ Establish at each school, where applicable, an
Intensive Accel eration C ass for retatred grade 3 students who

11
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subsequently score at Level 1 on the reading portion of the
FCAT. The focus of the Intensive Acceleration C ass shall be
to increase a child' s reading level at |least two grade |evels
in 1 school year. The Intensive Acceleration O ass shall
a. Be provided to any student in grade 3 who scores at

Level 1 on the reading portion of the FCAT ant—who—was

. . I . : .
+-on—thereading—portion—of—theFCAT.

b. Have a reduced teacher-student ratio.

c. Provide uninterrupted reading instruction for the
majority of student contact time each day and incorporate
opportunities to nmaster the grade 4 Sunshine State Standards
in other core subject areas.

d. Use a reading programthat is scientifically
resear ch-based and has proven results in accel erating student
readi ng achi evenent within the sane school year

e. Provide intensive | anguage and vocabul ary
instruction using a scientifically research-based program
i ncludi ng use of a speech-I|anguage therapi st.

f. Include weekly progress nmonitoring measures to
ensure progress i s being nade.

g. Report to the Department of Education, in the
manner descri bed by the department, the progress of students
in the class at the end of the first senester.

8.9+ Report to the State Board of Education, as
requested, on the specific intensive reading interventions and
supports inplenented at the school district |evel. The
Conmi ssi oner of Education shall annually prescribe the
requi red conponents of requested reports.

+H0—FProvide—a—student—who—has—been—+etainedin—grade—3
aft—has—+eecetvetd—intensire—instruectonal—serviees—but—s—st+H-

12
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(7) €8y ANNUAL REPORT. - -

(a) L I . . I
(5){b)5 Each district school board must annually report to the

parent of each student the progress of the student toward
achieving state and district expectations for proficiency in
readi ng, witing, science, and mathematics. The district
school board must report to the parent the student's results
on each statew de assessment test. The eval uation of each
student's progress nust be based upon the student's classroom
wor k, observations, tests, district and state assessnents, and
other relevant information. Progress reporting nust be
provided to the parent in witing in a format adopted by the
district school board.

(b) Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year, each
di strict school board nust annually publish in the |oca
newspaper, and report in witing to the State Board of
Educati on by Septenber 1 of each year, the follow ng
i nformati on on the prior school year

1. The provisions of this section relating to public
school student progression and the district school board' s
policies and procedures on student retentt+en—and pronotion.

2. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students
in grades 3 through 10 performng at Levels 1 and 2 on the
readi ng portion of the FCAT.

3. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students

13
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retained as provided in subsection (5) in grades 3 through 10.

4. Information on the total nunber of students who
wer e pronot ed feor—geotd—catuse—by—each—ecategory—of—gootd—cause
e : I _

5. Any revisions to the district school board' s policy
on student retentien—and pronotion fromthe prior year

(c) The Departnent of Education shall establish a

uniformformat in which school districts nust report such

i nformati on. The departnment shall annually conpile the

i nformati on required under subparagraphs (b)2., 3., and 4.,

along with state-level summary information, and shall report

the information to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(8) {9y STATE BOARD AUTHORI TY AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES. - -
(a) The State Board of Education shall have authority
as provided in s. 1008.32 to enforce this section.
(b) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 for the administration

of this section, including, but not limted to, rules

est abl i shi ng procedures by which parents nay appeal a decision

by the district school superintendent as provided in

subsection (5).

(9) 36y TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE. - - The departnent shal

provi de technical assistance as needed to aid district schoo
boards in adm nistering this section

(10) REPORTS. --The Departnment of Education shal

annual |y provide to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives a report on:

(a) The longitudinal performance of students in math

and readi ng.

(b) The | ongitudinal perfornmance of students by grade
14
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level in math and reading.

(c) The longitudinal performance reqgarding efforts to

cl ose the achi evenent gap

(d) The longitudi nal perfornmance of students on the

normref erenced conponent of the FCAT.

(e) Oher student performance data based on nationa

normreferenced and criterion-referenced tests, when

avai |l abl e.

Section 24. Subsection (11) of section 1002. 20,
Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1002. 20 K-12 student and parent rights.--Parents of
public school students nust receive accurate and tinmely
i nfornmation regarding their child' s academ ¢ progress and nust
be i nformed of ways they can help their child to succeed in
school. K-12 students and their parents are afforded nunerous
statutory rights including, but not limted to, the follow ng:

(11) STUDENTS W TH READI NG DEFI Cl ENCI ES. - - Each
el ementary school shall regularly assess the reading ability
of each K-3 student. The parent of any K-3 student who
exhibits a reading deficiency shall be imediately notified of
the student's deficiency with a description and expl anation
in terms understandable to the parent, of the exact nature of
the student's difficulty in learning and | ack of achi evenent
in reading; shall be consulted in the devel opment of a
detai |l ed academ ¢ i nprovenent plan, as described in s.

1008. 25(3) (b) 5—366825(4)(b)y; and shall be informed that the

student will be given intensive reading instruction until the

deficiency is corrected. This subsection operates in addition
to the renediati on and notification provisions contained in s.
1008.25 and in no way reduces the rights of a parent or the
responsibilities of a school district under that section

15
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Section 25. Subsection (2) of section 1002.23, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1002.23 Fanily and School Partnership for Student
Achi evenent Act. --

(2) To facilitate neaningful parent and famly
i nvol venent, the Departnent of Education shall devel op
gui delines for a parent guide to successful student
achi evenent whi ch descri bes what parents need to know about
their child' s educational progress and how they can help their
child to succeed in school. The guidelines shall include, but
need not be limted to:

(a) Parental information regarding:

1. Options Regui+erents for their child to be retained
pronoted—to—thenext—grade, as provided for in s. 1008. 25

2. Progress of their child toward achieving state and
di strict expectations for academni c proficiency;

3. Assessnent results, including report cards and
progress reports; and

4, Qualifications of their child' s teachers;

(b) Services available for parents and their children
such as famly literacy services; nmentoring, tutorial, and
ot her academ c reinforcement prograns; college planning,
academ c advi senent, and student counseling services; and
after-school prograrns;

(c) Opportunities for parental participation, such as
parenting classes, adult education, school advisory councils,
and school vol unteer prograrns;

(d) Opportunities for parents to | earn about rigorous
academ c prograns that may be available for their child, such
as honors progranms, dual enrollment, advanced pl acenent,

I nternational Baccal aureate, Florida Virtual H gh Schoo

16
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courses, and accel erated access to postsecondary education

(e) Educational choices, as provided for in s.
1002. 20(6), and corporate income tax credit schol arships, as
provided for in s. 220.187;

(f) dassroomand test accomodati ons avail able for
students with disabilities; and

(g) School board rules, policies, and procedures for
student—pronption—and—retention— acadeni ¢ standards, student
assessment, courses of study, instructional materials, and
contact information for school and district offices.

Section 26. The State Board of Education shal

initiate the adoption of rules required under sections 23-25

of this act 10 days after the effective date of this act.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On page 5, lines 3-8, delete those lines

and insert:
s. 1008.25, F.S.; revising the conponents of
school district student progression progrars;
elimnating guidelines for allocating schoo
district remedial and suppl enental instruction
resources; providing for the retention of
students under specified circunstances;
el imnating nandatory retention requirenents
for certain students in grade 3; eliminating
nm dyear pronotion; provaging procedures for
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parental requests for retention; providing for
appeal s; elimnating standards for exenption
frommandatory retention, to conforny revising
the parental notification requirenents;
revising guidelines for renedial reading
instruction and intervention strategies;
revising the purpose of the Readi ng Enhancenent
and Accel erati on Devel oprment Initiative;
revising the eligibility criteria for the
I ntensive Accel eration C ass; revising the
requirenents for reports by district schoo
boards specifying required rules; amending s.
1002.20, F.S.; confornmng a cross-reference;
amendi ng s. 1002.23, F.S., to conform
requiring the State Board of Education to
initiate the adoption of rules by a tine

certain; amending s. 1008. 31
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