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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 360

Bar code 881624

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Conmittee on Community Affairs (Bennett) recomrended the

foll owi ng anendnent to anendnent (854092):
Senat e Amendment
On page 69, line 7 through page 72, line 29, delete

t hose |ines

and insert: referendumor by mpjority vote of the schoo

board, a discretionary sales surtax at a rate that may not
exceed 0.5 percent.

(b) The resolution shall include a statenent that
provides a brief and general description of the school capita
outlay projects to be funded by the surtax. The statenent
shall conformto the requirenments of s. 101.161 and shall be
pl aced on the ballot by the governing body of the county. The

foll owi ng question shall be placed on the ballot:

....FOR THE ....CENTS TAX
... . AGAI NST THE ....CENTS TAX

(c) The resolution providing for the inposition of the
1
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surtax shall set forth a plan for use of the surtax proceeds
for fixed capital expenditures or fixed capital costs
associated with the construction, reconstruction, or
i mprovenent of school facilities and canpuses which have a
useful life expectancy of 5 or nore years, and any |and
acquisition, |and inmprovenent, design, and engineering costs
related thereto. Additionally, the plan shall include the
costs of retrofitting and providing for technol ogy
i mpl enentation, including hardware and software, for the
various sites within the school district. Surtax revenues may
be used for the purpose of servicing bond indebtedness to
finance projects authorized by this subsection, and any
i nterest accrued thereto may be held in trust to finance such
projects. Neither the proceeds of the surtax nor any interest
accrued thereto shall be used for operational expenses.

(d) Any school board receiving proceeds from imposing

the surtax shall inplenent a freeze on noncapital |ocal schoo
property taxes, at the nmllage rate inmposed in the year prior
to the inplementation of the surtax, for a period of at |east
3 years fromthe date of inposition of the surtax. This
provi sion shall not apply to existing debt service or required
state taxes.

(e) Surtax revenues collected by the Departnent of
Revenue pursuant to this subsection shall be distributed to
t he school board inmposing the surtax in accordance with | aw.

(f) Surtaxes inmposed by majority vote nust be used to

suppl ement, not supplant, existing school capital outlay

funding. In order to inpose the surtax by a majority vote of

t he school board, the board nmust go through the foll ow ng

process:

1. An advisory board nust be created to make
2
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reconmendations to the school board regarding the use of the

surtax proceeds for fixed capital expenditures or fixed

capital costs associated with the construction

reconstruction, or inmprovenent of school facilities and

canpuses that have a useful |ife expectancy of 5 or npre years

and any | and acquisition, |and inprovenent, design, and

engi neering costs related thereto. The school board shal

appoi nt _nenbers to the advi sory board who represent the

diversity of the community and shall include individuals with

an interest in business, econonic devel opnent, the

environnent, nuni ci pal governnment, education, and public

safety and growth managenment prof essionals. Based on the

esti mated ampbunt of the surtax collections, the advisory board

will conduct at least two public workshops to develop a

project list. A quorumshall consist of a najority of the

advi sory board nenmbers and is necessary to take any action

regardi ng recomendations to the school board. The schoo

board shall provide staff support to the advisory board. Al

advi sory board neetings are open to the public, and ni nutes of

the neetings shall be available to the public. The advisory

board shall subnmt the project list to the school board. The

school board nmust adopt or anmend the project list by

resol ution, and nust submt the resolution to the board of

county conmi Ssion.

2. After the advisory board subnmits the project |ist

to the school board, it may be anended by the school board

only in the follow ng fashion. A public notice nust be given

of the intent to add additional projects or renbve projects

reconmended by the advisory board. Actions to anend the

project list nay be taken at the noticed public hearing. Once

anended, the project list nust be approved at a subsequent
3
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neeting. Notice of the intent to adopt the project |ist mnust

be given and the project list nust be approved at a subsequent

public neeting that cannot be held sooner than 14 days after

the neeting at which the list was amended.

3. If the school board does not anend the reconmended

project list, it may adopt the proposed project list at a

public neeting follow ng public notice of the intent to adopt

t he recommendati ons of the advisory board.

4. Once the project list has been adopted, the schoo

board may gi ve notice of the intent to adopt the surtax by

resol ution. The school board shall conduct a public hearing to

allow for public input on the proposed surtax. Enacting the

resolution for the surtax and adopting the project list my

not be acconplished at the sane neeting.

5. Once the resolution adopting the surtax has been

enacted, the project list can be anended only in the foll ow ng

manner. The school board nust give notice of the intent to

hold a public hearing to di scuss adding or renpving projects

fromthe |list. The school board nust take public testinobny on

the proposal. Action may not be taken at that neeting with

regards to the proposal to anmend the project list. Action may

be taken at a subsequent noticed public neeting that nmust be

held at |least 14 days after the neeting at which the proposed

changes to the project list were discussed.

6. If the tax is inplenented, the advisory board shal

noni tor the expenditure of the tax proceeds and shall hold

seni annual _neetings. The advisory board shall also nonitor

whet her the school board has nmmi ntai ned or increased the | eve

of school capital outlay expenditures over the previous 5

years.

() If the surtax is levied by a najority vote of the
4
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school board, the schoo

board shal

COW TTEE AMENDMENT

use due diligence and

10: 38 AM

04/ 18/ 05

s0360. ca2l. 003




