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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. SB 526
Bar code 553770

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Comm ttee on Conmmuni cations and Public Uilities

(Constantine) reconmended the foll ow ng amendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 1, line 13, Delete everything after the

enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. FElectric UWility Task Force. --

(1) The Electric Utility Task Force is established for
t he purpose of evaluating the current electric utility
transm ssion system and potential inprovements to the system
to decrease danage fromstornms or inprove recovery of the
system after storm damage, and to devel op reconmendati ons for
i mprovi ng the energency response to storm danage.

(2)(a) The task force shall consist of nine nenbers.
The President of the Senate shall appoint three nenbers, al
of whom shall be menbers of the Senate, one of whom shall be a
menber of the minority party. The Speaker of the House of
Representati ves shall appoint three nenmbers, all of whom shal
be nmenbers of the House, one of whom shall be a nenmber of the
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mnority party. The Governor shall appoint three nenbers. The
menbers of the task force shall appoint a chairperson

(b) Each nenber appointed to the task force shal
serve at the pleasure of the appointing official. Any vacancy
on the task force shall be filled in the same manner as the
ori gi nal appoi nt ment.

(c) The task force shall be staffed by the Public
Servi ce Conmi ssion, the Departnent of Community Affairs, the
Depart nent of Managenent Services, and the Departnent of
Heal th. Meetings of the task force are subject to sections
119. 07 and 286.011, Florida Statutes. The chairperson may
desi gnate one of the agencies providing staff to perform
adm nistrative responsibilities for the task force. The task
force may invite technical experts to appear at neetings and
provi de information.

(d) Task force menbers shall serve without
conpensation but are entitled to rei nbursenent for expenses
incurred in carrying out their duties as provided in section
112. 061, Florida Statutes. Menbers who are public officers or
enpl oyees shall be reinbursed through the budget entity
t hrough whi ch they are conpensated. Persons invited to appear
and speak at task force meetings are also entitled to receive
per diem and travel expenses.

(3) The task force shall

(a) Evaluate and analyze the current electric utility
transm ssion and distribution systens, and the current
t el ecommuni cations and cable systens to the extent they use
the sane poles or other facilities as the electric systens.

(b) Determ ne available alternatives to these systens,
and the feasibility, costs, and reliability of these
alternatives, including consideration of stormconditions.
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(c) Conpare the current systems with avail abl e,
feasible alternatives and determine the costs and benefits of
the current systens and the alternatives, including
consi deration of the costs, both direct and indirect, of
continui ng the nai ntenance, upgradi ng, and protection of the
current systems. Cost conparisons should include the
possibility of a phase-in of inmprovenents, including
coordi nating i nprovenents with other utility or infrastructure
mai nt enance or installation.

(d) Evaluate the problenms caused by storm damages and
problens with energency response and restoration of electric,
t el econmuni cati ons, and cabl e systens.

(e) ldentify facilities providing critical services,
such as nursing homes, assisted living facilities, water, and
wast ewater facilities, and evaluate the current electrica
needs of those facilities; determ ne whether on-site enmergency
systens should be required for these facilities; and recomend
gui del i nes that on-site energency systens should neet and
sustain during post-hurricane recovery.

(f) Evaluate the needs of persons with health-rel ated
electric needs in their hones and what can be done to provide
for these needs in a stormsituation.

(4) The task force shall present a report of its
findi ngs and reconmendati ons to the CGovernor, the President of
the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on
March 1, 2006. The task force is dissolved on June 1, 2006.

Section 2. There is hereby appropriated $75, 000 from
t he General Revenue Fund to the Department of Conmunity
Affairs for state fiscal year 2005-06 to be used to pay for
t he expenses of the task force.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a
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—===—============ T | T L E AMENDMENT
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 1, line 8, after the senicol on

i nsert:

provi di ng an appropriation
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