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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 662
By Senator Clary

4-629- 05
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to hospitals that provide
charity care; creating a comission to study
the effect of the 2004 hurricane season on
certain hospitals and identify hospitals unable
to comply with the Florida Building Code or
| ocated in flood-prone areas; providing for
menber shi p, rei nbursenent, and duties of the
study conmmi ssion; requiring the Departnent of
Community Affairs to provide staff for the
study commi ssion; requiring the commission to
submt a report and reconmendations to the
Governor and the Legislature; providing an

effective date.

WHEREAS, the state of Florida experienced four mgjor
hurri canes during 2004, and

WHEREAS, the state recognizes the inportance of
mai ntai ni ng a system of hospitals throughout the state to
ensure that the underserved popul ati on has access to hospitals
when the need arises and acknow edges that these hospitals
serve a critical state purpose in providing this care, and

WHEREAS, it is an inportant state interest to ensure
that these hospitals continue to provide health care services
to the state's underserved popul ati ons, and

WHEREAS, many hospitals and health care facilities
sust ai ned significant structural danage to their facilities in
2004, and

WHEREAS, hospitals that provide the majority of
safety-net care for indigent and charity cases were forced to
operate in facilities that were not structurally sound, and
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WHEREAS, these hospitals do not have the ability to
care for patients at alternative sites during natura
di sasters, and

WHEREAS, these hospitals do not have the capital needed
to invest in the significant infrastructure costs associ ated
wi th hurricane damge, and

WHEREAS, these hospitals have been in existence for
many years and have beconme geographically place-bound, with
little opportunity to expand beyond their current property

lines, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) STUDY COVMM SSION.--There is created a

study conmi ssion to address critical issues relating to

hospitals serving indigent populations and |licensed under

chapter 395, Florida Statutes, which sustained significant

damage to their facilities during the 2004 hurricane season.
(2) SUBJECT OF STUDY. - -

(a) The conmission shall identify:

1. Al hospitals that are currently not able to conply

with the provisions of the Florida Building Code as defined in

chapter 553, Florida Statutes, and any associ ated

adm nistrative rules;

2. Hospitals that are located within 10 nmiles of the

coastline; and

3. Hospitals that are located in a designated flood

Zone.

(b) The study conm ssion shall make recommendati ons

for allowing these hospitals to find alternative nethods of

renovating their existing facility in order to neet the
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requi renents of the Florida Building Code, including an

eval uation of whether any hospital located in a county that

experienced or may experience significant hurricane damage

shoul d be exenpt fromthe certificate-of-need process for the

purpose of relocating its currently |licensed beds to a

facility that is not |located on the mnin hospital canpus.

(c) The commi ssion shall review and deterni ne whet her

hospitals located within 10 mles of the coastline or in a

desi gnated fl ood zone shall be allowed to have satellite beds

for use in the future.

(3) REPORT.--The conmmi ssion shall neet by Septenber 1

2005, and shall subnit recommendations., incl uding

recommendations for statutory changes, to the Governor, the

Presi dent of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by January 1, 2006. Such reconmendati ons shal

al so include an eval uation of whether grant funds should be

nmade available to assist hospitals with the cost of

reconstructing existing facilities.

(4) NEMBERSHI P. --The study commi ssion shall be staffed

by the Departnment of Community Affairs and shall include:

(a) The Secretary of Community Affairs, or his or her

desi gnee;
(b) The Director of the Division of Energency

Managenent, or his or her designee;

(c) The Secretary of Health Care Adninistration, or

his or her desi gnee;

(d) The Secretary of Health, or his or her designee;

and

(e) A director of county energency nmanagenent,

sel ected by the Florida Association of Counties.
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1 (5) REI MBURSEMENT. - - Menbers of the study conm ssion

2| shall serve without renuneration, but are entitled to

3| reinmbursenent in accordance with section 112.061, Florida

4| Statutes, for per diemand travel expenses incurred in

5| perfornming their duties in accordance with this section

6 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

7| Iaw.
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10 SENATE SUMVARY

11 Creates a comri ssion to study the effect of the 2004
hurri cane season on hospitals that provide charity care.

12 Provi des for nenbership, reinbursenent for per diem and

13| Roquires Dhe Deparfment of Community Aflaiis o Staif the
study conm ssion. Requires the comm ssion to submt a

14 report and reconmendations to the Governor and to

15 | egi sl ative | eaders by January 1, 2006.
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