CS for CS for SB 662 Third Engrossed

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to hospitals; creating a

3 commi ssion to study the effect of the 2004

4 hurri cane season on certain hospitals and

5 i dentify hospitals unable to conply with the

6 Fl ori da Buil ding Code or located in flood-prone
7 areas; providing for menbership, reinbursenment,
8 and duties of the study conm ssion; requiring
9 the Departnent of Conmunity Affairs to provide
10 staff for the study comm ssion; requiring the
11 conmmi ssion to subnmt a report and

12 reconmendati ons to the Covernor and the

13 Legi slature; creating a

14 hi gh- deducti bl e- heal t h-i nsurance pl an study

15 group; specifying nenbership; requiring the

16 study group to investigate certain issues

17 relating to high-deductible health insurance
18 pl ans; requiring the group to neet and subnit
19 reconmmendati ons to the Covernor and
20 Legislature; directing the Ofice of Program
21 Policy Analysis and CGovernment Accountability
22 to conduct a study to eval uate whether the
23 State of Florida should join the Nurse
24 Li censure Conpact; requiring the O fice of
25 Program Pol i cy Anal ysis and Gover nnent
26 Accountability to subnit a report relating to
27 hospi ce care; providing issues to be addressed
28 in the report; requiring a report to the
29 Legi sl ati ve Budget Conmi ssion; providing an
30 effective date.
31
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1 WHEREAS, the state of Florida experienced four mgjor

2| hurricanes during 2004, and

3 WHEREAS, the state recognizes the inportance of

4| maintaining a system of hospitals throughout the state to

5| ensure that the underserved popul ati on has access to hospitals
6| when the need arises and acknow edges that these hospitals

7| serve a critical state purpose in providing this care, and

8 WHEREAS, it is an inportant state interest to ensure

9| that these hospitals continue to provide health care services
10| to the state's underserved popul ati ons, and

11 WHEREAS, many hospitals and health care facilities

12| sustained significant structural damage to their facilities in
13| 2004, and

14 WHEREAS, hospitals that provide the majority of

15| safety-net care for indigent and charity cases were forced to
16| operate in facilities that were not structurally sound, and
17 WHEREAS, these hospitals do not have the ability to

18| care for patients at alternative sites during natura

19| di sasters, and

20 WHEREAS, these hospitals do not have the capital needed
21| to invest in the significant infrastructure costs associ ated
22| with hurricane danmage, and

23 WHEREAS, these hospitals have been in existence for

24| many years and have becone geographically place-bound, with
25| little opportunity to expand beyond their current property

26| lines, NOW THEREFORE

27

28| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

29

30 Section 1. (1) STUDY COVM SSION.--There is created a
31| study conmission to address critical issues relating to
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hospitals serving indigent populations and |licensed under

chapter 395, Florida Statutes, which sustained significant

damage to their facilities during the 2004 hurricane season.
(2) SUBJECT OF STUDY. - -

(a) The conmission shall identify:

1. Al hospitals that are currently not able to conply

with the provisions of the Florida Building Code as defined in

chapter 553, Florida Statutes, and any associ ated

adm nistrative rules;

2. Hospitals that are |located within 10 nmiles of the

coastline; and

3. Hospitals that are located in a designated fl ood

Zone.

(b) The study conm ssion shall make recommendati ons

for allowing these hospitals to find alternative nethods of

renovating their existing facility in order to neet the

requi rements of the Florida Building Code. The comm SSion

shall review all alternatives that could be made available to

t hose hospitals when renovation is not financially practicable

or_structurally feasible. The conmm ssion shall review existing

| aws _and agency rules and recommend needed changes to address

these issues.

(3) REPORT.--The conmmi ssion shall neet by Septenber 1

2005, and shall subnit recommendations., incl uding

recommendations for statutory changes, to the Governor, the

Presi dent of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by January 1, 2006. Such reconmendati ons shal

al so include an eval uation of whether grant funds should be

nmade available to assist hospitals with the cost of

reconstructing existing facilities.
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(4) NEMBERSHI P. --The study commi ssion shall be staffed

by the Departnment of Community Affairs and shall include:

(a) The Secretary of Community Affairs, or his or her

desi gnee;
(b) The Director of the Division of Energency

Managenent, or his or her designee;

(c) The Secretary of Health Care Adninistration, or

his or her desi gnee;

(d) Four representatives of hospitals fromregions of

the state where hospitals experienced significant hurricane

damage during 2004, with two nmenbers appointed by the

Presi dent of the Senate and two nenbers appointed by the

Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(e) The Secretary of Health, or his or her designee;

and

(f) A director of county energency nmanagenent,

selected by the Florida Energency Preparedness Associ ation.

(5) REI MBURSEMENT. - - Menbers of the study comm Ssion

shal|l serve without renmuneration, but are entitled to

rei nbursenent in accordance with section 112.061, Florida

Statutes, for per diemand travel expenses incurred in

performng their duties in accordance with this section.

Section 2. (1) A 13-nenber

hi gh- deducti bl e-health-insurance plan study group is created,

to be conposed of:

(a) Three representatives of enployers offering

hi gh-deducti bl e health plans to their enployees, one of whom

shall be a small enployer as defined in section 627.6699,

Florida Statutes, who shall be appointed by the Florida
Chanber of Commerce.

4
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(b) Three representatives of commercial health plans,

to be appointed by Anerica's Health I nsurance Pl ans.

(c) Three representatives of hospitals, to be

appoi nted by the Florida Hospital Associ ation.

(d)  Two physician representatives, one to be appointed

by the Florida Medical Association and one to be appointed by

the Florida Osteopathic Medical Association.

(e) The Secretary of the Health Care Admi nistration,

who shall serve as co-chair.

(f) The Director of the Ofice of Insurance Requl ation

or_his or her designee, who shall serve as co-chair

(2) The study group shall study the foll ow ng issues

related to high-deductible health insurance plans, including,

but not limted to, health savings accounts and health

rei nbur senent _arrangenents:

(a) The inpact of high deductibles on access to health

care services and pharmaceutical benefits.

(b) The inpact of high deductibles on utilization of

health care services and overutilization of health care

services.

(c) The inpact on hospitals' and physicians' inability

to coll ect deductibles and copaynents.

(d) The ability of hospitals, physicians, and insureds

to determ ne, prior to service delivery, the |level of

deducti bl e and copaynent required of the insured.

(e) Methods to assist hospitals, physicians, and

insureds in deternmning prior to service delivery the status

of the insured in neeting annual deductible requirenents and

any subsequent copaynents.
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(f) Methods to assist hospitals and physicians in the

collection of deductibles and copaynents, including electronic

payments.
(q) Alternative approaches to the collection of

deducti bl es and copaynents when either the ampunts of patient

financial responsibility are unknown in advance or there are

no funds electronically available fromthe patient to pay for

the deductible and any associ ated copaynent.

(3) The study group shall also study the follow ng

issues in addition to those specified in subsection (2):

(a) The assignment of benefits attestations and

contract provisions that nullify the attestati ons of insureds.

(b) The standardi zation of insured or subscriber

identification cards.

(c) The standardi zation of claimedits or ensuring

that claimedits conply with nationally recogni zed editing

qui del i nes.
(d) The provision of conparative-cost information to

insureds and subscribers before service delivery.

(4) The study group shall meet by August 1., 2005, and

shall subnit recommendations to the Governor, the President of

the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by

January 1, 2006.

Section 3. The Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and

Gover nnent _Accountability (OPPAGA) shall conduct a study to

eval uate whether the State of Florida should join the Nurse

Li censure Conpact. The study's scope shall include, but not be

limted to, identifying the potential inpact on the state's

nursing shortage, benefits to the state, inplenmentation

barriers, and any fiscal inpact. OPPAGA shall subnmit a report

6
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to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives by February 1, 2006.

Section 4. No later than January 1, 2006, the Ofice

of Program Policy Analysis and Governnent Accountability, in

consultation with the Agency for Health Care Admi nistration,

shall submit a report to the Legislature analyzing the inpact

of hospices on the delivery of care to termnally il

patients. The Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and Governnent

Accountability shall consult with appropriate |leqgislative

committees to identify issues to address from anpng the

fol |l owi ng:
(1) A conprehensive statistical analysis of hospice

care in this state fromJanuary 1, 1999, to June 30, 2005.

(2) A conprehensive analysis of the scope of services

provi ded by hospices in this state and a conparison of those

services to the mninmumservice requirenents of Medicare and
Medi cai d.

(3) An analysis of hospice service areas and

penetration rates of hospice services by hospice service area,

including a discussion of reasons for the existence of

regi onal _nonopolies.

(4) An analysis of the services provided to and

quality of care experienced by patients of for-profit hospices

in this state and other states.

(5) An analysis of potential changes in the

conpetitive marketplace in this state which may be produced by

the introduction of additional for-profit hospices.

(6) An analysis of the effect that the presence of

for-profit hospices has had on hospice service delivery and

quality in other states.
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1 (7) The projected cost of an introduction of

2| additional for-profit hospices in this state to the Medicaid
3| program

4 (8) Any other relevant information.

5 Section 5. The study conmission created in this act to
6| address the effects of the 2004 hurricane season on certain
7| hospitals nmust submit a report to the Legislative Budget

8| Commi ssion by Decenber 1, 2005, regarding the types of

9| structural damage caused by hurricanes in 2004 to

10| not-for-profit hospitals' facilities and the cost of each type
11| of dammge suffered by each facility.

12 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
13| I aw.

14

15
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