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1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the area health education
3 center network; amending s. 381.0402, F.S.
4 requiring the Departnment of Health to cooperate
5 with specified nedical schools in maintaining
6 and eval uating the network; expanding the
7 pur poses of the network; requiring the
8 departnment to contract with the nanmed nedi ca
9 schools to provide funds to the network;
10 provi ding that the persons to be served by the
11 network are "nedically underserved popul ati ons"
12 rather than "l owinconme people"; requiring that
13 the center assist in linking the provision of
14 primary care services to nedically underserved
15 popul ations with the education of students in
16 the health care professions and of health care
17 provi ders serving nedically underserved
18 popul ations, as well as that of nedica
19 students, interns, and residents; providing an
20 effective date.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Section 381.0402, Florida Statutes, is
25| anmended to read:
26 381.0402 Area health education center network.--The
27| departnment, in cooperation with the state state—approved
28| medical schools approved to forman area health education
29| center network in this state, including those at the Florida
30| State University, Nova Southeastern University, the University
31| of Florida, the University of Manmi, and the University of
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1| South Florida, shall maintain and eval uate erganize an area

2| health education center network focused based—en—eartier

3| mediecatby—indigent—deronstration—preofects—and-shat—evaluate
4| the—irwpact—of—each—netwoerk on inproving access to health

5| services by persons who are nedically underserved. The

6| network shall serve as be a catalyst for the primry care

7| training of health professionals by increasing t+hreugh

8| Hrereased opportunities for training in nedically underserved
9| areas, _increasing access to primary care services, providing
10| health workforce recruitment, enhancing the quality of health
11| care, and addressing current and energing public health

12| issues.

13 (1) The departnment shall contract with the nedica

14| schools designated in subsection (1) to assist in funding the
15| ar area health education center network,_ which |inks the

16| provision of primary care services to nedically underserved
17| popul ati ons lewineerwe—persens with the education of .

18 (a) Medical students, interns, and residents. The

19| network shall

20 2—Be—~ecoordinated—wthandunder—econtract—wi-ththe

21| state—approved—redical—sechools—which—shall—be respoensiblefor
22| the—eHnieal—tratning—andsupervision—

23 l.{by Divide the state into service areas with each
24| state-approved medi cal school coordinating the recruitnment

25| reerditing, training, and retention of nedical students within
26| its assigned area.

27 te—Yse—a—mitidiseipHnrary—appreach—w-thappropriate
28| medical—supervision—

29 2. {6 Use eurrent conmmunity resources, such as county
30| health departnents, federally funded community or m grant

31| health priwary——eare centers, and e other primary health care
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provi ders, as eemrunity—based sites for training nedica

students, interns, and residents.

3. Use a multidisciplinary approach with appropriate

nedi cal supervi sion.

(b) Students in the health care professions. The

network shall:

1. Facilitate the recruitnent, training, and retention

of students in the health care professions within service

areas.

2. Use community resources, such as county health

departnents, federally funded community or migrant health

centers, and other primary health care providers, as sites for

training students in the health care professions.

3. Use a multidisciplinary approach with appropriate

supervi sion.

(c) Health care providers serving nedically

under served popul ations. The network shall

1. Assist providers in nedically underserved areas and

other safety net providers in remaining current in their

fields through a variety of conmmunity resource initiatives.

2. Strengthen the health care safety net in this state

by enhancing services and increasing access to care in

nedi cal |y underserved areas.

3. Provide other services, such as |library and

information resources, continuing professional education

techni cal assistance, and other support services, for

providers who serve in nedically underserved areas.

(2) The department shall establish criteria and
procedures for quality assurance, performance eval uations,
periodi c audits, and other appropriate safeguards for the
net wor k.
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1 (3) The department shall nake every effort to assure

2| that the network does partieipating—redical—sehools—de not

3| discrinm nate anmong enrollees with respect to age, race, sex,

4| or health status. However, the network sueh—seheels may target

5| high-risk medically needy popul ati on groups.

6 (4) The department may use no nore than 5 percent of

7| the annual appropriation for admnistering and eval uating the

8| network.

9 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005

10
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12 SENATE SUMVARY

13 Requires the Departnent of Health to cooperate with
speci fied nedical schools in naintainin% and eval uati ng

14 the area health education center network. Expands the
purposes of the network. Specifies that the departnment

15 shall contract with the named medi cal schools to provide
funds to the network. Provides that the persons to be

16 served by the network are "nedically underserved
popul ati ons" rather than "l owincone people." Provides

17 that the center assist in linking the provision of
primary care services to nedically underserved

18 popul ations with the education of students in the health
care professions and of health care providers servin

19 nmedi cal | y underserved popul ations, as well as that o

20 medi cal students, interns, and residents.
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