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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 879
Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Ausley offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent to Senate Anendnment (172566) (with title
anendment )

On page 2, between lines 18 and 19, insert:

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
411.01, Florida Statutes, as anended by chapter 2004-484, Laws
of Florida, is anmended to read:

411.01 School readi ness prograns; early | earning
coalitions.--

(5) CREATION OF EARLY LEARNI NG CQOALI TI ONS. - -

(a) Early learning coalitions.--

1. The Agency for Wirkforce Innovation shall establish the
m ni mum nunber of children to be served by each early | earning
coalition through the coalition's school readi ness program The

Agency for Workforce Innovation nay only approve school
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Bill No. HB 879

Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
readi ness plans in accordance with this m ni num nunber. The
m ni mum nunber nust be uniformfor every early |earning
coalition and nust:

a. Permt 30 or fewer coalitions to be established; and

b. Require each coalition to serve at |east 2,000 children
based upon the average nunber of all children served per nonth
t hrough the coalition's school readi ness programduring the

previ ous 12 nont hs.

The Agency for Wbrkforce Innovation shall adopt procedures for
nmerging early learning coalitions, including procedures for the
consolidation of nmerging coalitions, and for the early
termnation of the ternms of coalition nmenbers which are
necessary to acconplish the nergers. Each early |earning
coalition nust conply with the nerger procedures and shall be
organi zed in accordance with this subparagraph by April 1, 2005.
By June 30, 2005, each coalition nust conplete the transfer of
powers, duties, functions, rules, records, personnel, property,
and unexpended bal ances of appropriations, allocations, and
other funds to the successor coalition, if applicable.

Not wi t hst andi ng t he provisions of this subsection , the early

|l earning coalition that includes Jefferson, Liberty, Mdison,

Wakul | a, and Tayl or counties currently in operation is

est abl i shed and aut hori zed to conti nue operation as an

i ndependent coalition and shall not be counted toward the limt

of 30 coalitions pursuant to this subsection.

2. If an early learning coalition would serve fewer

children than the m ni num nunber established under subparagraph
636279
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Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
1., the coalition nmust nerge with another county to forma
mul ti county coalition. However, the Agency for Wrkforce
| nnovation may authorize an early learning coalition to serve
fewer children than the m ni mum nunber established under
subpar agraph 1., if:

a. The coalition denonstrates to the Agency for Wrkforce
| nnovation that nerging wth another county or nulticounty
regi on contiguous to the coalition would cause an extrene
hardship on the coalition;

b. The Agency for Workforce Innovation has determ ned
during the nost recent annual review of the coalition's school
readi ness plan, or through nonitoring and perfornmance
eval uati ons conducted under paragraph (4)(l), that the coalition
has substantially inplenented its plan and substantially net the
per formance standards and outconme neasures adopted by the
agency; and

c. The coalition denonstrates to the Agency for Workforce
| nnovation the coalition's ability to effectively and
efficiently inplenent the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education
Program

If an early learning coalition fails or refuses to nerge as
requi red by this subparagraph, the Agency for Workforce

| nnovati on nmay di ssolve the coalition and tenporarily contract
with a qualified entity to continue school readi ness and

preki ndergarten services in the coalition's county or

mul ti county region until the coalition is reestablished through
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resubm ssion of a school readi ness plan and approval by the
agency.

3. Each early learning coalition shall be conposed of at
| east 18 nmenbers but not nore than 35 nenbers. The Agency for
Wor kf orce I nnovation shall adopt standards establishing within
this range the m ni num and maxi mum nunber of nenbers that nmay be
appointed to an early learning coalition. These standards nust
i nclude variations for a coalition serving a nulticounty region.
Each early learning coalition nmust conply with these standards.

4. The CGovernor shall appoint the chair and two ot her
nmenbers of each early |earning coalition, who nust each neet the
sanme qualifications as private-sector business nenbers appointed
by the coalition under subparagraph 6.

5. Each early learning coalition nust include the
fol |l owi ng nenbers:

a. A Departnent of Children and Famly Services district
adm ni strator or his or her designee who is authorized to nmake
deci sions on behalf of the departnent.

b. A district superintendent of schools or his or her
desi gnee who is authorized to nmake deci sions on behalf of the
district, who shall be a nonvoting nenber.

c. A regional workforce board executive director or his or
her desi gnee.

d. A county health departnent director or his or her
desi gnee.

e. Achildren's services council or juvenile welfare board
chair or executive director, if applicable, who shall be a

nonvoti ng menber if the council or board is the fiscal agent of
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the coalition or if the council or board contracts with and
receives funds fromthe coalition

f. An agency head of a local |icensing agency as defined
ins. 402.302, where applicable.

g. A president of a conmunity college or his or her
desi gnee.

h. One nenber appointed by a board of county
conmi Ssi oners.

i. A central agency adm nistrator, where applicable, who
shall be a nonvoting nenber.

j. A Head Start director, who shall be a nonvoting nenber.

k. A representative of private child care providers,
including famly day care honmes, who shall be a nonvoting
menber.

. Arepresentative of faith-based child care providers,
who shall be a nonvoting nenber

m A representative of progranms for children with
disabilities under the federal Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, who shall be a nonvoting nenber.

6. Including the nenbers appointed by the Governor under
subpar agraph 4., nore than one-third of the nmenbers of each
early learning coalition nust be private-sector business nenbers
who do not have, and none of whose relatives as defined in s.
112. 3143 has, a substantial financial interest in the design or
delivery of the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
created under part V of chapter 1002 or the coalition's school
readi ness program To neet this requirenent an early |earning

coalition nust appoint additional nenbers froma |ist of
636279
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nom nees subnitted to the coalition by a chanber of comerce or
econom ¢ devel opment council w thin the geographic region served
by the coalition. The Agency for Workforce |Innovation shal
establish criteria for appointing private-sector business
menbers. These criteria nmust include standards for determ ning
whet her a menber or relative has a substantial financial
interest in the design or delivery of the Voluntary
Pr eki ndergarten Education Programor the coalition's school
readi ness program

7. A mjority of the voting nmenbership of an early
| earning coalition constitutes a quorumrequired to conduct the
busi ness of the coalition.

8. A voting nenber of an early learning coalition nmay not
appoi nt a designee to act in his or her place, except as
ot herwi se provided in this paragraph. A voting nenber may send a
representative to coalition neetings, but that representative
does not have voting privileges. Wen a district adm nistrator
for the Departnent of Children and Family Services appoints a
designee to an early learning coalition, the designee is the
voting nenber of the coalition, and any individual attending in
t he designee's place, including the district adm nistrator, does
not have voting privil eges.

9. Each nmenber of an early learning coalition is subject
to ss. 112.313, 112.3135, and 112. 3143. For purposes of s.
112. 3143(3)(a), each voting nenber is a |ocal public officer who

nmust abstain fromvoting when a voting conflict exists.
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10. For purposes of tort liability, each nenber or
enpl oyee of an early learning coalition shall be governed by s.
768. 28.

11. An early learning coalition serving a nulticounty
regi on must include representation from each county.

12. Each early learning coalition shall establish terns
for all appointed nmenbers of the coalition. The terns nust be
staggered and nmust be a uniformlength that does not exceed 4
years per term Appointed nenbers may serve a naxi mum of two
consecutive terns. When a vacancy occurs in an appoi nted

position, the coalition nmust advertise the vacancy.

==—=====—===—=—===== T | TLE A MENDMENT =s===============
On page 3, line 15,
renmove: all of said line

and insert:
education and arts instructors; anmending s. 411.01, F. S.;
provi ding that specified counties continue to operate as an

i ndependent early learning coalition for certain purposes;
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