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CHAMBER ACTI ON

1| The Colleges & Universities Cormittee recomends the follow ng:
2

3 Council /Committee Substitute

4 Renove the entire bill and insert:

5 A Dbill to be entitled

6 An act relating to regional autismcenters; anending s.

7 1004.55, F.S.; creating an additional regional autism

8 center in the state; reducing the nunber of counties

9 within the service areas of two existing regional autism
10 centers; providing for consistency in service delivery;

11 requiring each constituency board to raise funds;

12 provi ding a prohibition; providing an effective date.

13

14| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 Section 1. Subsections (1) through (4) of section 1004.55,
17| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

18 1004.55 Regional autismcenters.--

19 (1) Seven Six regional autismcenters are established to
20| provide nonresidential resource and training services for
21| persons of all ages and of all levels of intellectual
22| functioning who have autism as defined in s. 393.063; who have
23| a pervasive devel opnental disorder that is not otherw se
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24| specified; who have an autistic-like disability; who have a dual
25| sensory inpairnment; or who have a sensory inpairnent with other
26| handi cappi ng conditions. Each center shall be operationally and
27| fiscally independent and shall provide services withinits

28| geographical region of the state provided that service delivery

29| shall be consistent for all centers. Each center shall

30| coordinate services within and between state and | ocal agencies
31| and school districts but may not duplicate services provided by
32| those agencies or school districts. The respective |ocations and
33| service areas of the centers are:

34 (a) The Department of Conmunication Disorders at Florida
35| State University, which serves Bay, Cal houn, Escanbia, Franklin,
36| Gadsden, @ulf, Hol nmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Leon, Liberty,

37| Madi son, kal oosa, Santa Rosa, Taylor, Wkulla, Walton, and

38| Washi ngton Counti es.

39 (b) The College of Medicine at the University of Florida,
40| which serves Al achua, Bradford, Ctrus, Colunbia, D xie,

41| G lchrist, Ham I ton, Hernando, Lafayette, Levy, Marion, Putnam
42| Suwannee, and Uni on Counti es.

43 (c) The University of Florida Health Science Center at

44| Jacksonville, which serves Baker, Cay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau,
45| and St. Johns Counti es.

46 (d) The Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute
47| at the University of South Florida, which serves Charlotte,

48| Collier, DeSoto, G ades, Hardee, Hendry, Hi ghl ands,

49| Hill sborough, rndian—River— Lee, Manatee, Mrtin—Ckeechobee -
50| Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, St—+tueie and Sarasota Counti es.
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51 (e) The Mailman Center for Child Devel opment and the
52| Departnent of Psychol ogy at the University of Mam , which
53| serves Broward, Dade, and Monroe—and—PalmBeach Counti es.
54 (f) The College of Health and Public Affairs at the

55| University of Central Florida, which serves Brevard, Lake,

56| Orange, Osceola, Senminole, Sumter, and Vol usia Counties.

57 (g) The Departnment of Exceptional Student Education at

58| Florida Atlantic University, which serves Pal m Beach, Martin,

59 St. Lucie, Okeechobee, and Indian R ver Counti es.

60 (2) There is established for each center a constituency
61| board, which shall work collaboratively with the center. Each
62| board shall consist of no fewer than six nmenbers, each of whom
63| is either an individual who has a disability that is described
64| in subsection (1) or is a nenber of a famly that includes a

65| person who has such a disability, who are selected by each

66| wuniversity president froma |ist that has been devel oped by the
67| Autism Society of Florida and other rel evant constituency groups
68| that represent persons who have sensory inpairnments as described
69| in subsection (1). As representatives of the center's

70| constituencies, these boards shall neet quarterly with the staff
71| of each of the centers to provide advice on policies,

72| priorities, and activities. Each board shall submt to the

73| university president and to the Departnment of Education an

74| annual report that evaluates the activities and acconplishnments

75| of its center during the year. Beginning in the 2006- 2007 fisca

76| vyear, the board for each center nust raise funds equivalent to 2

77| percent of the total funds allocated to that center in each

78| fiscal vyear.
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79 (3) To pronote statew de planning and coordination, a
80| conference nmust be held annually for staff fromeach of the
81| seven five centers and representatives fromeach center's
82| constituency board. The purpose of the conference is to

83| facilitate coordination, networking, cross-training, and

84| feedback anong the staffs and constituency boards of the

85 centers.

86 (4)(a) Each center shall provide:

87 1.8 A staff that has expertise in autismand autistic-
88| |like behaviors and in sensory inpairnents.

89 2. b Individual and direct famly assistance in the hone,

90| comunity, and school. A center's assistance should not suppl ant
91| other responsibilities of state and | ocal agencies, and each
92| school district is responsible for providing an appropriate

93| education programfor clients of a center who are school age.
94 3. 6> Technical assistance and consultation services,

95| including specific intervention and assistance for a client of
96| the center, the client's famly, and the school district, and
97| any other services that are appropriate.

98 4. e Professional training prograns that include

99| devel oping, providing, and evaluating preservice and inservice
100| training in state-of-the-art practices for personnel who work
101| with the popul ations served by the centers and their famlies.
102 5.{e) Public education prograns to increase awareness of
103| the public about autism autistic-related disabilities of

104| conmuni cation and behavi or, dual sensory inpairnments, and

105| sensory inpairnments with other handi cappi ng conditions.
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(b) Direct nedical intervention or pharnaceuti cal

intervention is prohibited in any center.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw
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