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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to rabies prevention and

3 control; amending s. 828.30, F.S.; requiring a

4 veterinarian to vaccinate certain animals with

5 a vaccine that is licensed by the United States

6 Department of Agriculture; establishing

7 revacci nati on requirenents; prohibiting using

8 evi dence of rabies antibodies in lieu of

9 revacci nation; revising the requirements for

10 certificates of rabies vaccinations; requiring

11 the use of a certain formfor certifying a

12 vacci nation; prohibiting a | ocal governnent

13 fromrequiring revaccination of currently

14 vacci nated ani mal s, except for postexposure

15 treatment; providing |egislative findings;

16 provi ding an effective date.

17

18| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Section 828.30, Florida Statutes, is
21| anended to read
22 828.30 Rabi es vaccination of dogs, cats, and
23| ferrets. --
24 (1) Al dogs, cats, and ferrets 4 nonths of age or
25| ol der nust be vaccinated by a |icensed veterinarian agai nst
26| rabies with a vaccine that is licensed by the United States
27| Department of Agriculture for use in those species.
28| Cevernrent—approved—vaceinre The owner of each dog, cat, and
29| ferret shall have the aninmal vaccinated 12 nonths after the
30| initial vaccination. Thereafter, the interval between
31| vaccinations nust conformto the vaccine manufacturer's
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directions. The cost of vaccination nust be borne by the

aninmal's owner. Evidence of circulating

rabi es-virus-neutralizing antibodi es may not be used as a

substitute for current vaccination in nanagi ng rabi es exposure

or_deternining the need for booster vaccinations.

(2) A dog, cat, or ferret is exenpt from vaccination
against rabies if a licensed veterinarian has exam ned the
animal and has certified in witing that at the tine
vacci nati on woul d endanger the animal's health because of its
age, infirmty, disability, illness, or other nedica
consi derations. An exenpt aninmal nust be vaccinated agai nst
rabi es as soon as its health pernits.

(3) Upon vaccination against rabies, the |licensed
veterinarian shall provide the animal's owner and the ani nal
control authority with a rabies vaccination certificate. Each

agency and veterinarian shall use Form 51, "Rabi es Vaccination

Certificate," of the National Association of State Public

Health Veterinarians or an equival ent form approved by the

| ocal governnent which contains all the infornmation required
by NASPHVY Form 51. The certificate whieh nust contain at—teast
the—foH-ewrg—inforration—

= the license nunber of the adninistering

veterinarian.

by—TFhenarwe—address—and—phonre—nurber—ofthe
. . I

2

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2005 SB 898
34-632-05

1 HH—TFhetype—andbrand—ofvacecine—used—

2 HH—TFhe—+route—of admnistration—eofthe vaceine—

3 HH—Fhe——sighrature—or——signraturestarp—of—thet+ecensed
4| weterharan—

5 (4) Beginning March 1, 1999, each ferret vacci nated
6| according to this section nust be quaranti ned, when necessary,
7| according to rules of the Departnent of Health.

8 (5) An aninmal owner's nanme, street address, phone

9| nunber, and ani mal tag nunber contained in a rabies

10| vaccination certificate provided to the animal contro

11| authority is exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of
12| the State Constitution. However, any person who has been

13| bitten, scratched, or otherw se exposed to a zoonotic disease
14| or the physician of such person; a veterinarian who is

15| treating an aninmal that has been bitten, scratched, or

16| otherwi se exposed to a zoonotic disease; or the owner of an
17| animal that has been bitten, scratched, or otherw se exposed
18| to a zoonotic disease shall be provided with any information
19| contained in a rabies vaccination certificate but only with
20| respect to the particular animl biting, scratching, or

21| otherwi se causi ng exposure. Any person with an aninml tag

22| nunber may receive vaccination certificate information with
23| regard to that animal. Law enforcenent and prosecutoria

24| agencies; other aninmal control authorities; energency and

25| nedi cal response and di sease control agencies; or other

26| governnmental health agencies shall be provided informtion
27| contained in the rabies vaccination certificate for the

28| purpose of controlling the transm ssion of rabies; however,
29| the receiving agencies and authorities nust not rel ease the
30| exenpt information.

31
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(6) Violation of this section is a civil infraction,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 828.27(2).

(7) This section does not prohibit or limt
nmuni ci palities or counties fromenacting requirenents sinmlar
to or nore stringent than the provisions of this section for
the inmpl ementati on and enforcenment of rabies-contro

ordi nances. However, a local government nmay not establish

requi renents that woul d mandate revaccination of currently

vacci nated ani mals, except for instances involving the

post exposure treatnent of rabies.

Section 2. The legislature finds that it is necessary

to require that dogs, cats, and ferrets be vacci nated agai nst

rabies in order to protect the public fromthis deadly

di sease. The Leqgislature also finds that the present | aw does

not clearly specify requirenents to revaccinate these ani mals,

which has led to unnecessary revaccination of currently

vaccinated aninmals in local jurisdictions that enact

requirements that are nore stringent. The Legislature finds

that in order to maxini ze protections and nminimze risks to

the aninmals, revaccination guidelines outlined in the

Departnent of Health's Florida Rabies Prevention and Control

gui debook nmust be incorporated in the law. This approach does

not interfere with the veterinarian's discretion to use a

rabi es vaccine of 1 year or 3 years' duration of imunity. The

Leqgislature also deterni nes a need to standardi ze the rabies

certificate formin order to pernmt easier use by

veterinarians and public health officials by using Form 51 of

the National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians

or _an equival ent form approved by the |ocal governnent. The

Legislature finds that since rabies-vaccination prograns_are
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1| adninistered on a calendar-year basis, an inplenentation date

2| of January 1, 2006, will provide for an orderly transition.

3 Section 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 2006

4
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6 SENATE SUMVARY

7 Requires a veterinarian to vaccinate certain animals with
a vaccine that is licensed by the United States

8 Department of Agriculture. Establishes revaccination
requi renments. Precludes use of rabies titers in lieu of

9 revacci nati on. Requires the use of a certain formfor
certifying a vaccination. Prohibits revaccination of

10 currently vaccinated ani mals, except for postexposure
treat ment.
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