F L ORI D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 0091 2005

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to student assessnent; anending s.

3 1008.22, F.S.; requiring the Departnment of Education to

4 conduct a concordance study to identify alternative

5 exam nations for the grade 10 FCAT for certain students

6 with limted English proficiency; requiring approval of

7 such exam nations by the Conm ssioner of Education;

8 provi ding student eligibility requirenments; providing for

9 satisfaction of the assessnent requirenent for high school
10 graduation; providing an effective date.
11
12| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
13
14 Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 1008.22, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:
16 1008. 22 Student assessnent program for public schools. --
17 (9) EQUI VALENCI ES FOR STANDARDI ZED TESTS. - -
18 (a)l. The Commi ssioner of Education shall approve the use
19| of the SAT and ACT tests as alternative assessnents to the grade
20| 10 FCAT for the 2003-2004 school year. Students who attain
21| scores on the SAT or ACT which equate to the passing scores on
22| the grade 10 FCAT for purposes of high school graduation shal
23| satisfy the assessnment requirenent for a standard hi gh school
24| diploma as provided in s. 1003.429(6)(a) or s. 1003.43(5)(a) for
25| the 2003-2004 school year if the students neet the requirenent
26| i n subparagraph 2. paragraph—{(b)—
27 2. (b A student shall be required to take the grade 10
28| FCAT a total of three times wi thout earning a passing score in
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29| order to use the scores on an alternative assessnent pursuant to

30| subparagraph 1. paragraph—{a)— This requirenent shall not apply
31| to a student who is a new student to the public school systemin

32| grade 12.
33 (b) The Departnment of Education shall conduct a

34| concordance study to identify, and the Comm ssioner of Education

35| shall approve the use of, alternative exam nations for the grade

36| 10 FCAT that exist for nmjor non-English-speaki ng subgroups in

37| the state's high school student popul ation. To be eligible to

38| take an alternative examnation in his or her native | anguage

39| pursuant to this paragraph, a limted English proficient student

40| nust have been enrolled in an ESO. program for fewer than 3

41| years and not have passed the grade 10 FCAT by the end of grade

42 12. Students who attain scores on an alternative exam nation

43| pursuant to this paragraph which equate to the passing scores on

44| the grade 10 FCAT for purposes of high school graduation shall

45| satisfy the assessnment requirenent for a standard high schoo
46| diploma as provided in s. 1003.43(5)(a).
47 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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