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Fl ori da Senate - 2005 CS for SB 974

By the Committees on Governnmental Oversight and Productivity;
and Children and Famlies

585-2020- 05
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to a review under the Open
Gover nment Sunset Revi ew Act; anending s.
741. 3165, F.S.; expanding the exenption from
public-records requirenments for confidential or
exenpt information obtained by a donestic
violence fatality review teamto include
information that identifies a victim of
donestic violence or the children of a victim
expandi ng the exenption from public-neetings
requi renents to exenpt those portions of
neetings at which confidential or exenpt
information is discussed; providing for review
and repeal; providing a statenment of public
necessity; renovi ng unnecessary provisions;
maki ng cl arifying changes; providing an

ef fective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 741.3165, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

741.3165 Certain information exenpt from disclosure. --

()(a) Any information that is er—+recerds—otherwise
confidential or exenmpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art.
of the State Constitution and that is whieh—are obtained by er
provided—+te a donmestic violence fatality review team
conducting activities as described in s. 741.316 shall retain

its remain confidential or exenpt status when held by a

donestic violence fatality revi ew t eam as—etherw-se—provided
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2| that—is—etherwise——eenfidential—er—exerpt—frems—119-04H—and
3| s—24{a)y—Art—t—of the State Coenstitutien—shal—remain
4| eentdential—or—exerpt—as—otherwiseprovided—by—taw.

5 (b) Any information contained in a record created by a

6| donestic violence fatality review team pursuant to s. 741.316

7| that reveals the identity of a victimof donestic violence or

8| the identity of the children of the victimis confidential and
9| exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State

10| Constitution.

11 (2) Portions of Fhepreeceedings—and neetings of any

12| domestic violence fatality review team regardi ng donestic

13| violence fatalities and their prevention, during which

14| confidential or exenpt information, the identity of the

15| victim_or the identity of the children of the victimis

16| di scussed, are exenpt froms. 286.011 and s. 24(b), Art. | of

17| the State Constitution.

18 (3)€62> This section is Fhe—exerptions—inthisseetion

19| appbyr—onby—to+ecords—held by aderestie—violencefatabty

20| reviewteam—Fhe—exerptions—eontalnred—inthis—seetion——are

21| subject to the Open Governnent Sunset Review Act of 1995 in

22| accordance with s. 119.15, and shall stand this—seetieon—s

23| repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2010 20865, unless revi ewed and saved

24| fromrepeal through reenactnment by the Legislature beferethat

25| date.

26 Section 2. The lLegislature finds it is a public

27| necessity that information contained in a record created by a

28| domestic violence fatality review teamwhich identifies a

29| victimof domestic violence or the children of the victim be

30| made confidential and exenpt from public-records requirenents.

31| Domestic violence fatality review teans have been del egated
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the responsibility to review incidents of donestic violence

pursuant to section 741.316, Florida Statutes. The purpose of

these review teans is to learn how to prevent donestic

violence by intervening early, inproving the response of an

individual and the systemto donestic violence, and nmaking

policy and other recommendati ons as to how incidents of

donestic violence may be prevented. In the course of

collecting informati on on donestic violence, the review teans

may interview a survivor of domestic violence or the children

of the survivor. These individuals may be unlikely to

cooperate if they could be identified in records held by a

review team because identification could result in potentia

threats and additional public enbarrassnent, as well as the

exposure of information of a personal, sensitive nature. If

these persons were reluctant to participate because they could

be identified, this would defeat the purpose of the review

teans and limt the collection of potentially valuable

information that could be used to nake policy and other

recommendati ons that m ght reduce the frequency of donestic

violence in our society. The ability to interview the parties

involved in incidents of donestic violence w thout fear of the

statenents of the parties being nade public is essential to

the work of the review team and | eads to a better

under st andi ng of the factors contributing to such incidents

and the devel opnent of strategies to prevent further

incidents. Protecting these conmmuni cati ons provi des an

environnent in which to discuss information in a free and open

manner _and allows the review teans to devel op the infornmation

needed to prevent further deaths from donestic violence in

local comunities. The Leqgislature finds that the harmto the

public which would result fromthe rel ease of such infornmation
3
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substantially outweighs any mninmal public benefit derived

fromthe public disclosure of such personal identifying

information. The Leqgislature finds that the rel ease of such

informati on would hinder the work of the review team and

persons and organi zati ons having pertinent information would

be reluctant to share vital information with the revi ew t eam

Thus, it is a public necessity to nmake confidential and exenpt

information contained in a record created by a donestic

violence fatality review teamwhich wuld identify a victim of

donestic violence or the children of the victim The

Legi slature further finds that it is a public necessity that

portions of neetings of domestic violence fatality review

teans_at which confidential or exenpt infornmation is being

di scussed be nmade exenpt from public-neetings requirenents. In

the course of collecting infornmation on donestic violence, the

review teans _obtain confidential or exenpt information from

ot her agencies and this information i s discussed during

neetings of the review teans. |f the portions of those

neetings at which this confidential or exenpt information is

di scussed are not closed, confidential or exenpt information

could be disclosed, which would defeat the purpose of those

exenptions. Therefore, the Legislature finds that it is a

public necessity to protect confidential or exenpt information

during those portions of neetings of donestic violence

fatality review teans _at which such information is discussed.

Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2005.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 974

Expands the public records exenﬁtion to protect the identity
of the victimor the child of the victimin the reports of a
donmestic violence fatality review team

Expands the neetings exenption to close those portions of
nmeetings where confidential or exenption information is
di scussed.

Provi des a statenent of public necessity.
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