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By the Committee on Governnental Oversight and Productivity;
and Senators Smith, Lynn and Lawson

585-2342- 05
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to retirenent; providing
3 | egislative intent; anending s. 121.091, F.S.
4 revising provisions relating to benefits
5 payabl e for total and permanent disability for
6 certain Special Ri sk Class nenbers of the
7 Florida Retirement Systemwho are injured in
8 the line of duty; providing for contribution
9 rate increases to fund benefits provided in s.
10 121.091, F.S., as anended; directing the
11 Di vision of Statutory Revision to adjust
12 contribution rates set forth in s. 121.71
13 F.S.; anending s. 112.363, F.S.; defining the
14 term "the nenber begins drawi ng retirenent
15 benefits" for purposes of deternining
16 eligibility for the subsidy; revising the
17 nmet hod of cal cul ating the subsidy amount for
18 certain retirees and beneficiaries; providing
19 an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. The Legislature declares that firefighters,
24| energency nedical technicians, paranedics, |aw enforcenent
25| officers, correctional officers, and correctional probation
26| officers, as defined in this act, perform state and nunicipa
27| functions; that it is their duty to protect life and property
28| at _their own risk and peril; that it is their duty to
29| continuously instruct school personnel, public officials, and
30| private citizens about safety; and that their activities are
31| vital to the public safety. Therefore, the Legislature
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1| declares that it is a proper and legitinmate state purpose to
2| provide a uniformretirenent systemfor the benefit of

3| firefighters, emergency nedical technicians, paranmedics, |aw
4| enforcement officers, correctional officers, and correctiona
5| probation officers, as defined in this act, and intends, in
6| inplenenting the provisions of Section 14, Article X of the
7| State Constitution as they relate to nunicipal and specia

8| district pension trust fund systems and plans, that such

9| retirenment systenms or plans be managed, administered,

10| operated, and funded in such manner as to mexinize the

11| protection of pension trust funds. Pursuant to Section 18,
12| Article VII of the State Constitution, the Legislature

13| deternines and declares that this act fulfills an inportant
14| state interest.

15 Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
16| 121.091, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

17 121.091 Benefits payable under the system--Benefits
18| may not be paid under this section unless the nmenber has

19| term nated enploynent as provided in s. 121.021(39)(a) or

20| begun participation in the Deferred Retirenment Option Program
21| as provided in subsection (13), and a proper application has
22| been filed in the manner prescribed by the departnment. The
23| departnment may cancel an application for retirenent benefits
24| when the nmenber or beneficiary fails to tinmely provide the
25| informati on and docunents required by this chapter and the
26| departnment's rules. The departnment shall adopt rules

27| establishing procedures for application for retirenent

28| benefits and for the cancellation of such application when the
29| required information or docunents are not received.

30 (4) DI SABILITY RETI REMENT BENEFIT. - -

31
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(b) Total and permanent disability.--A nmenber shall be
considered totally and pernmanently disabled if, in the opinion
of the administrator, he or she is prevented, by reason of a
nmedi cal | y determ nabl e physical or nental inpairment, from
rendering useful and efficient service as an officer or
enpl oyee. A Special Risk Class nmenber who is an officer as

defined in s. 943.10(1), (2), or (3); a firefighter as defined

in s. 633.30(1): an energency nedical technician as defined in

s. 401.23(11); or a paranedic as defined in s. 401.23(17) who

is catastrophically injured as defined in s. 121.091(4) in the

line of duty shall be considered totally and pernmmnently

di sabl ed and unable to render useful and efficient service as

an officer, unless the adninistrator can provi de docunented

conpet ent _nedi cal _evidence that the officer is able to render

useful and efficient service as an officer. For purposes of

this subsection, the term"officer" includes | aw enforcenment

officers, correctional officers, and correctional probation

officers as defined in s. 943.10(1), (2)., and (3) and

firefighters, energency nedical technicians, and paranedics.

Section 3. Effective July 1, 2005, in order to fund

the benefits provided in section 121.091, Florida Statutes, as

anmended by this act:

(1) The contribution rate that applies to the Specia

Risk Class of the defined benefit program of the Florida

Retirenent System shall be increased by 0.03 percentage

points.
(2) The contribution rate that applies to the Specia

Ri sk Admi ni strative Support Class of the defined benefit

program of the Florida Retirenent System shall be increased by

0. 20 percentage points.
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1| These increases shall be in addition to all other changes to
2| such contribution rates which may be enacted into |law to take
3| effect on that date. The Division of Statutory Revision is

4| directed to adjust accordingly the contribution rates set

5| forth in section 121.71, Florida Statutes.

6 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
7| 112.363, Florida Statutes, is anended, and paragraph (f) is

8| added to subsection (3) of that section, to read:

9 112.363 Retiree health insurance subsidy.--

10 (2) ELIGBILITY FOR RETI REE HEALTH | NSURANCE

11| SUBSIDY. - -

12 (b) For purposes of this section, a person is deened
13| retired froma state-admninistered retirenment system when he or
14| she term nates enploynment with all enployers participating in
15| the Florida Retirement System as described in s. 121.021(39)
16| and:

17 1. For a participant of the Public Enployee Optiona
18| Retirement Program established under part Il of chapter 121
19| the participant neets the age or service requirenments to
20| qualify for normal retirenment as set forth in s. 121.021(29).
21 2. For a nenmber of the Florida Retirement System
22| defined benefit program or any enpl oyee who nmintains
23| creditable service under both the defined benefit program and
24| the Public Enployee Optional Retirenent Program the nmenber
25| begins drawing retirenment benefits fromthe defined benefit
26| program of the Florida Retirement System As used in this
27| subparagraph, the term "the nenber begins drawing retirenent
28| benefits" means that the retired nmenber has received his or
29| her nonthly retirement benefit at a place of his or her
30| choosi ng.
31 (3) RETIREE HEALTH | NSURANCE SUBSI DY AMOUNT. - -
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(f) Beginning January 1, 2006, each eligible retiree

of the defined benefit program of the Florida Retirenent

Systemor, if the retiree is deceased, his or her beneficiary

who is receiving a nonthly benefit fromsuch retiree's account

and who i s a spouse, or a person who neets the definition of

joint annuitant in s. 121.021(28), shall receive a nonthly

retiree health insurance subsidy paynent equal to the nunber

of vears of creditable service, as defined in s. 121.021(17),
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$5; however, no eligible retiree or beneficiary nmay receive a

12| subsidy paynment of nore than $150 or less than $30. If there

13| are multiple beneficiaries, the total paynent nust not be

14| greater than the paynent to which the retiree was entitled.

15| The health insurance subsidy ampunt payable to any person

16| receiving the retiree health insurance subsidy paynent on July

17| 1, 2001, may not be reduced solely by operation of this

18| paragraph.

19 Section 5. This act shall take effect January 1, 2006
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
2 Senate Bill 992
3
4| Modifies directory | anguage to create a new subsecti on.
5| Changes effective date to January 1, 2006.
6| Provides an inportant state interest clause.
7| Provides that certain officers in the special risk class who
are catastrophically injured in the line of duty be considered
8| totally and permanentl|y disabled and unable to render usefu
and efficient service, unless the adm nistrator can provide
9| docunented conpetent nedical evidence that the officer is able
10 to render useful and efficient service as an officer
I ncreases the contribution rate that applies to the Specia
11| Risk Class of the defined benefit programof the FRS by 0.03
percentage points and the contribution rate that aﬁplies to
12| the Special Risk Administrative Support Class of the defined
13 benefit program of the FRS by 0.20 percentage points.
14
15
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