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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1298

Bar code 883738

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Conmittee on Education Appropriations (Constantine)

recommended the foll owi ng anendnent :

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

On page 4, between lines 23 and 24,

insert:

Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
1003.02, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.02 District school board operation and control of
public K-12 education within the school district.--As provided
in part Il of chapter 1001, district school boards are
constitutionally and statutorily charged with the operation
and control of public K-12 education within their schoo
district. The district school boards rmust establish, organize,
and operate their public K-12 schools and educati ona
programs, enployees, and facilities. Their responsibilities
i nclude staff devel opnent, public K-12 school student
education including education for exceptional students and
students in juvenile justice prograns, special prograns, adult
education prograns, and career education prograns.
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Additionally, district school boards nust:

(1) Provide for the proper accounting for all students
of school age, for the attendance and control of students at
school, and for proper attention to health, safety, and other
matters relating to the welfare of students in the follow ng
fields:

(b) Enforcenent of attendance |aws.--Provide for the
enforcenent of all laws and rules relating to the attendance

of students at school. District school boards are authorized

to establish policies that allow accunul ated unexcused

tardi es, regardl ess of when they occur during the school day,

and early departures fromschool to be recorded as unexcused

absences. District school boards are also authorized to

establish policies that require referral to a school's child

study team for students who have fewer absences than the

nunber required by s. 1003.26(1)(b).

Section 4. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
1003.21, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.21 School attendance. --

(1)

(c) A student who attains the age of 16 years during
t he school year is not subject to compul sory school attendance
beyond the date upon which he or she attains that age if the
student files a formal declaration of intent to termnate
school enrollnment with the district school board. Public

school students who have attained the age of 16 years and who

have not graduated are subject to conpul sory school attendance

until the fornal declaration of intent is filed with the

district school board. The declaration nust acknow edge that

term nating school enrollnment is likely to reduce the

student's earning potential and nust be signed by the student
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and the student's parent. The school district nust notify the
student's parent of receipt of the student's declaration of

intent to term nate school enrollnment. The student's qui dance

counsel or _or other school personnel nust conduct an exit

interview with the student to determ ne the reasons for the

student's decision to term nate school enroll nment and actions

that could be taken to keep the student in school. The student

nust be inforned of opportunities to continue his or her

education in a different environnment, including, but not

limted to, adult education and GED test preparation.

Additionally, the student nust conplete a survey in a fornat

prescri bed by the Departnent of Education to provide data on

student reasons for terninating enroll nent and actions taken

by schools to keep students enroll ed.

Section 5. Section 1003.26, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003. 26 Enforcenent of school attendance.--The
Legi slature finds that poor academ c performance is associ ated

wi th nonattendance and that school districts seheets nust take

an active role in pronoting and enforcing attendance as a

nmeans of inproving student the performance ef—anry—Sstudents.

It is the policy of the state that each district schoo

superintendent be responsible for enforcing school attendance
of all students subject to the conpul sory school age in the

school district and supporting enforcenent of schoo

attendance by | ocal | aw enforcenent agencies. The

responsi bility includes recomendi ng policies and procedures

to the district school board peteies—andprocedures—to—ensure

that require public schools to respond in a tinmely nanner to

every unexcused absence, and every o+ absence for which the

reason i s unknown, of students enrolled in the schools.
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District school board policies shall wmust require the eaeh
parent of a student to justify each absence of the student,
and that justification will be eval uated based on adopted
di strict school board policies that define excused and
unexcused absences. The policies must provide that public
school s track excused and unexcused absences and contact the
home in the case of an unexcused absence from school, or an
absence from school for which the reason is unknown, to
prevent the devel opnent of patterns of nonattendance. The
Legi slature finds that early intervention in school attendance
ratters is the nost effective way of produci ng good attendance
habits that will lead to i nproved student |earning and
achi evenent. Each public school shall inplenent the follow ng
steps to pronote and enforce regul ar school attendance:

(1) CONTACT, REFER, AND ENFORCE. - -

(a) Upon each unexcused absence, or absence for which
t he reason is unknown, the school principal or his or her
desi gnee shall contact the student's parent to deternine the
reason for the absence. If the absence is an excused absence,
as defined by district school board policy, the school shal
provi de opportunities for the student to make up assi gned work
and not receive an academ c penalty unless the work i s not
nmade up within a reasonable tine.

(b) If a student has had at |east five unexcused
absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown,
within a cal endar nonth or 10 unexcused absences, or absences
for which the reasons are unknown, wi thin a 90-cal endar - day
period, the student's primary teacher shall report to the
school principal or his or her designee that the student may
be exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance. The principal shall
unl ess there is clear evidence that the absences are not a

4
12: 58 PM 04/ 21/ 06 s1298clc-ea22-c7t




© 00 N O O b~ W N P

W W N N N D N N NN MDD DN PP P PP, PP PPk
O © 0o N o o A~ W N PP O O 0o N o o~ WwWN B+ o

Fl ori da Senate - 2006 COVM TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1298

Bar code 883738
pattern of nonattendance, refer the case to the school's child
study teamto deternmine if early patterns of truancy are
devel oping. If the child study teamfinds that a pattern of
nonatt endance i s devel opi ng, whether the absences are excused
or not, a nmeeting with the parent nust be scheduled to
identify potential renmedies, and the principal shall notify
the district school superintendent and the school district
contact for home education prograns that the referred student
is exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance.

(c) If an initial meeting does not resolve the
problem the child study team shall inplenent the foll ow ng
Haterventtons—that—best—address—theproblem—Fthe—interventions
ray—netude—but—reed—not—be—+mted—teo:

1. Frequent attenpts at communicati on between the

teacher and the famly.+
Z—Changes—+A—thetearntng—environfent—
I—Mentoritng-
4—Student—counsetHng-
S5—TFutortng—hetugirg—peer—tutortneg:-
6—Placerent—into—different—eclasses—

2.7 Evaluation for alternative education prograns.:+

3.8~ Attendance contracts. +

9—Referral—to—other—agenetres—for—famty—Sserviees—or
_ I . . _ he- .y
’ o

The child study teammay, but is not required to, inplenent

other interventions, including referral to other agencies for

fam |y services or recommendation for filing a truancy

petition pursuant to s. 984. 151

(d) The child study team shall be diligent in
5
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facilitating intervention services and shall report the case
to the district school superintendent only when all reasonable
efforts to resolve the nonattendance behavi or are exhausted.

(e) If the parent refuses to participate in the
renedi al strategi es because he or she believes that those
strategi es are unnecessary or inappropriate, the parent nay
appeal to the district school board. The district school board
may provide a hearing officer, and the hearing officer shal
make a recommendation for final action to the district schoo
board. If the district school board s final determ nation is
that the strategies of the child study team are appropri ate,
and the parent still refuses to participate or cooperate, the
di strict school superintendent may seek crimnal prosecution
for nonconpliance with conpul sory school attendance.

(f)1. If the parent of a child who has been identified
as exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance enrolls the child in
a hone educati on program pursuant to chapter 1002, the
di strict school superintendent shall provide the parent a copy
of s. 1002.41 and the accountability requirenents of this
par agraph. The district school superintendent shall also refer
the parent to a hone education review commttee conposed of
the district contact for hone education progranms and at | east
two hone educators selected by the parent froma district |ist
of all hone educators who have conducted a home education
program for at |east 3 years and who have indicated a
willingness to serve on the commttee. The hone education
review commttee shall review the portfolio of the student, as
defined by s. 1002.41, every 30 days during the district's
regul ar school terns until the commttee is satisfied that the
hone education programis in conpliance with s. 1002.41(1)(b).
The first portfolio review nust occur within the first 30

6
12: 58 PM 04/ 21/ 06 s1298clc-ea22-c7t




© 00 N O O b~ W N P

W W N N N D N N NN DN DN P P PP, PP PR
b O © 0o N o o A~ W N PP O ©W 0 N o o~ WwWN B+ o

Fl ori da Senate - 2006 COVM TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1298

Bar code 883738
cal endar days of the establishnent of the program The
provi si ons of subparagraph 2. do not apply once the conmittee
determ nes the hone education programis in conpliance with s.
1002. 41(1) (b) .

2. If the parent fails to provide a portfolio to the
conmittee, the conmittee shall notify the district schoo
superintendent. The district school superintendent shall then
term nate the hone educati on program and require the parent to
enroll the child in an attendance option that neets the
definition of "regular school attendance" under s.
1003.01(13)(a), (b), (c), or (e), within 3 days. Upon
term nation of a hone educati on program pursuant to this
subpar agraph, the parent shall not be eligible to reenroll the
child in a home education programfor 180 cal endar days.
Failure of a parent to enroll the child in an attendance
option as required by this subparagraph after term nation of
t he hone educati on program pursuant to this subparagraph shal
constitute nonconpliance with the conmpul sory attendance
requirenents of s. 1003.21 and nay result in crimna
prosecution under s. 1003.27(2). Nothing contained herein
shall restrict the ability of the district schoo
superintendent, or the ability of his or her designee, to
review the portfolio pursuant to s. 1002.41(1)(b).

(g) |If a student subject to conpul sory schoo
attendance will not conply with attenpts to enforce school
attendance, the parent or the district school superintendent
or his or her designee shall refer the case to the case
staffing commttee pursuant to s. 984.12, and the district
school superintendent or his or her designee may file a
truancy petition pursuant to the procedures in s. 984.151

(2) G VE WRI TTEN NOTI CE. - -
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(a) Under the direction of the district schoo
superintendent, a designated school representative shall give
witten notice that requires enroll ment or attendance within 3
days after the date of notice, in person or by return-receipt
mail, to the parent when no valid reason is found for a
student's nonenrollnent in school. If the notice and
requi renent are ignored, the designated school representative
shall report the case to the district school superintendent,
and may refer the case to the case staffing conmittee,
establ i shed pursuant to s. 984.12. The district schoo
superintendent shall take such steps as are necessary to bring
crimnal prosecution against the parent.

(b) Subsequent to the activities required under
subsection (1), the district school superintendent or his or
her designee shall give witten notice in person or by
return-receipt mail to the parent that crininal prosecution is
bei ng sought for nonattendance. The district schoo
superintendent may file a truancy petition, as defined in s.
984. 03, follow ng the procedures outlined in s. 984.151

(3) RETURN STUDENT TO PARENT. - - A desi ghat ed schoo
representative may shat+ visit the home or place of residence
of a student and any other place in which he or she is likely
to find any student who is required to attend school when the
student is not enrolled or is absent from school during schoo
hours w thout an excuse, and, when the student is found, shal
return the student to his or her parent or to the principal or
teacher in charge of the school, or to the private tutor from
whom absent, or to the juvenile assessment center or other
| ocation established by the district school board to receive
students who are absent from school. Upon receipt of the
student, the parent shall be inmediately notified.
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(4) REPORT TO APPROPRI ATE AUTHORI TY. - - A desi gnat ed
school representative shall report to the appropriate
authority designated by law to recei ve such notices, al
violations of the Child Labor Law that may cone to his or her
know edge.

(5) RIGHT TO | NSPECT. - - A desi ghat ed schoo
representative shall have the right of access to, and
i nspection of, establishments where m nors may be enpl oyed or
detained only for the purpose of ascertaining whether students
of compul sory school age are actually enployed there and are
actually working there regularly. The desi gnated schoo
representative shall, if he or she finds unsatisfactory
wor ki ng conditions or violations of the Child Labor Law,

report his or her findings to the appropriate authority.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 1, line 10, after the sem col on

insert:
amendi ng s. 1003.02, F.S.; authorizing district
school board attendance policies to allow
accunul ated tardies and early departures to be
recorded as unexcused absences; authorizing
di strict school board policies for student
referral to a child study team under certain
ci rcumst ances; amending s. 1003.21, F. S
provi di ng that students who have attained 16
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years of age and have not graduated are subject
to compul sory school attendance under certain
ci rcunst ances; requiring student exit
interviews prior to term nating schoo
enrol | ment; anmending s. 1003.26, F.S.
providing district school superintendent's
responsibility to support local |aw enforcenent
agenci es in enforcing school attendance;
providing required and authorized child study
teaminterventions; authorizing visits by

school representatives;
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