Fl ori da Senate - 2006 CS for SJR 1344

By the Committee on Community Affairs; and Senator Bennett

578- 1860- 06
1 Senate Joint Resol ution
2 A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to
3 Section 3 of Article VIl of the State
4 Constitution to broaden the tax exenption for
5 government al uses of rmunicipal property and to
6 authorize property owned by a nunicipality or
7 special district and used for certain purposes
8 to be exenpt fromtaxation as provided by
9 general |aw.
10
11| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
12
13 That the follow ng anendnment to Section 3 of Article
14| VIl of the State Constitution is agreed to and shall be
15| submitted to the electors of this state for approval or
16| rejection at the next general election or at an earlier
17| special election specifically authorized by |aw for that
18| purpose:
19 ARTI CLE VI |
20 FI NANCE AND TAXATI ON
21 SECTI ON 3. Taxes; exenptions.--
22 (a) Al property owned by a nunicipality and used
23| exelusively—by—it+ for governmental or rnunicipal er—pube
24| purposes shall be exenpt fromtaxation. Al property owned by
25| a nunicipality not otherwi se exenpt fromtaxation or by a
26| special district and used for airport, seaport, or public
27| purposes, as defined by general |aw,_and uses that are
28| incidental thereto, may be exenpted fromtaxation as provided
29| by general law. A nunicipality, owning property outside the
30| municipality, my be required by general |aw to nmake paynent
31| to the taxing unit in which the property is |ocated. Such
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portions of property as are used predoninantly for
educational, literary, scientific, religious or charitable
pur poses may be exenpted by general |aw fromtaxation

(b) There shall be exenmpt fromtaxation, cunulatively,
to every head of a family residing in this state, household
goods and personal effects to the value fixed by general |aw,
not | ess than one thousand dollars, and to every w dow or
wi dower or person who is blind or totally and permanently
di sabl ed, property to the value fixed by general |aw not |ess
than five hundred dollars.

(c) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose of
its respective tax levy and subject to the provisions of this
subsecti on and general |law, grant community and econonic
devel opnent ad val orem tax exenptions to new busi nesses and
expansi ons of existing businesses, as defined by general |aw.
Such an exenption may be granted only by ordi nance of the
county or nunicipality, and only after the electors of the
county or rmunicipality voting on such question in a referendum
authorize the county or nunicipality to adopt such ordi nances.
An exenption so granted shall apply to inprovenents to rea
property made by or for the use of a new business and
i mprovenents to real property related to the expansion of an
exi sting business and shall also apply to tangi ble persona
property of such new business and tangi bl e personal property
related to the expansion of an existing business. The anopunt
or limts of the anpunt of such exenption shall be specified
by general |aw. The period of tinme for which such exenption
may be granted to a new business or expansion of an existing
busi ness shall be deternined by general |aw. The authority to

grant such exenption shall expire ten years fromthe date of
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approval by the electors of the county or municipality, and
may be renewabl e by referendum as provided by general |aw.

(d) By general |aw and subject to conditions specified
therein, there may be granted an ad val oremtax exenption to a
renewabl e energy source device and to real property on which
such device is installed and operated, to the value fixed by
general |law not to exceed the original cost of the device, and
for the period of tine fixed by general |law not to exceed ten
years.

(e) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose of
its respective tax levy and subject to the provisions of this
subsecti on and general |law, grant historic preservation ad
val oremtax exenptions to owners of historic properties. This
exenption may be granted only by ordi nance of the county or
nmuni ci pality. The anopunt or limts of the amount of this
exenption and the requirenents for eligible properties nmust be
speci fied by general law. The period of time for which this
exenption may be granted to a property owner shall be
deternmi ned by general | aw

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the foll owi ng statenment be
pl aced on the ballot:

CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT
ARTI CLE VII, SECTION 3

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTI ONS. - - Proposi ng an anendnent to the
State Constitution to broaden the tax exenption for
government al uses of municipal property and to authorize
property owned by a nunicipality or special district and used
for certain purposes to be exenpt fromtaxation as provi ded by

general |aw.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Joint Resolution 1344

3

4| This conmmittee substitute for a joint resolution exenpts
muni ci pal - owned proPerty that is used for governnenta

5| purposes fromad valoremtaxation. It also authorizes the
Legislature to Brovide an ad val orem tax exenption for

6| property owned by a municipality that is not otherw se exenpt
or owned by a special district and used for an airport,

7| seaport, or public purposes, as defined by general |aw, and

g uses incidental thereto.
The committee substitute del etes | anguage that authorized the

9| Legislature to provide an ad val orem exenption for property
owned by a nunicipality or special district and used by the

10| municipality or special district or |leased to a private entity

11 and operated for governnental or proprietary purposes.
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