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Fl orida Senate - 2006 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1346
Bar code 614502
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm RS
04/ 25/ 2006 09: 58 PM

The Conmittee on Judiciary (Aronberg) recomended the

foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:
Section 1. Section 770.09, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

770.09 Publicity placing a person in a false light.--

(1) A person may not be held liable for publishing a

matter _concerning an i ndividual which places that individua

before the public in a false light, unless:

(a) The false light in which the individual was placed

woul d be highly offensive to a reasonabl e person; and

(b) The person nmaking the publication acted know ngly

or in reckless disregard as to the false light in which the

i ndi vi dual woul d be pl aced.

(2) A person may bring a civil action under this

section to recover damages sustained by reason of the false

light in which he or she was pl aced, except that ss. 770.01
1
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and 770.02 apply to all actions under this section

(3) In any action under this section, the person

bringing the action has the burden to plead and prove the

el enents set forth in subsection (1) and that the publication

at i ssue was the | egal cause of the loss, injury, or danmmge.

(4) A cause of action for dannges founded upon a

single publication as described in this section accrues at the

time of the first publication or exhibition or utterance

thereof in this state. A judgnent in any jurisdiction for or

agai nst the plaintiff upon the substantive nerits of any

action for danmnges founded upon a single publication as

described in this section bars any other action for damages by

the sanme plaintiff against the sanme def endant founded upon the

same _publication.

(5) An action nmay not be brought or mmintai ned under

this section by, or on behalf of, a person who is deceased.

Section 2. Paragraph (h) is added to subsection (4) of
section 95.11, Florida Statutes, to read:

95.11 Limtations other than for the recovery of rea
property.--Actions other than for recovery of real property
shal | be commenced as foll ows:

(4) WTH N TWO YEARS. - -

(h)  An action for publicity placing a person in a

false |light pursuant to s. 770.09.

Section 3. The provisions of this act are renedial and

it is the intent of the Legislature that, to the extent

pernmtted by law, this act shall apply retroactively.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============

And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
ADbill to be entitled

An act relating to actions involving free
speech or defamation; creating s. 770.09, F.S.
providing criteria for liability for publishing
a matter concerning an individual which places
that individual before the public in a false
light; providing for a civil action to recover
damages; requiring that the person bringing the
action plead and prove the elenents of the
claim anmending s. 95.11, F.S.; limting the
period in which to conmence an acti on;
providing that the act is renedial and that the
Legi slature intends that the act apply

retroactively; providing an effective date.
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