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Fl orida Senate - 2006 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1358
Bar code 654802
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm WD
04/ 25/ 2006 07:55 PM

The Conmittee on Health Care (Rich) reconmended the follow ng

anendnment :

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:
Section 1. Section 408.0625, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

408. 0625 Patients' Right-to-Know Act.--

(1) LEG SLATIVE FI NDI NGS. --The Legi sl ature finds that

consuners in this state have a right to obtain access to

i nformati on concerning the quality and safety of the health

care provided in hospitals in this state in order to nake

better decisions about their choice of health care provider

The Leqgislature further finds that the |lack of readily

available information in the health care industry is directly

related to unrelenting cost growh and uncertain quality

outcones. The Leqgislature also finds that nmany studies

involving a |large sanple of hospitals with controls for

differences in nursing acuity and patient risk have showed an
1
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associ ati on _between the proportion of nursing hours provided

by regi stered nurses or regqgi stered nurse hours per day and a

wi de range of patient outcones in hospitals. Nursing staff

play an integral role in quality inprovenent efforts and the

nature of research in data collection in the state.

(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term

(a)  "Agency" neans Agency for Health Care

Admi ni stration.

(b) "Average daily census" neans the average nunber of

i npatients receiving services in any given 24-hour period,

begi nning at midnight, in each clinical service area of the

hospi t al

(c) "Agency nurse" nmeans _any direct care nurse who is

not directly enployed by the hospital, who provides care in

the hospital, and who is working for purposes of providing

suppl enental staffing in a hospital

(d) "Direct care nurse" neans _any regi stered nurse who

has direct responsibility to oversee or carry out nedica

regi nens or_nursing care for one or nore patients. A nurse

adm ni strator, nurse supervisor, nurse educator, charge nurse,

or _other reqgistered nurse who does not have a specific patient

assignment _may not be included in calculating the staffing

| evel .

(e) "Hospital" nmeans an acute care hospital that is

i censed under s. 395.003.

(f) "Nurse" neans a registered nurse, a licensed

practical nurse, or a certified nursing assistant.

(g)  "Nursing care" neans care that falls within the

scope of practice set forth in chapter 464 and other | aws and

rules or care that is otherw se enconpassed in recogni zed

pr of essi onal standards of nursing practice, including
2
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assessnment, nursing diagnosis, planning, intervention

eval uati on, and patient advocacy.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF NURSI NG STAFFI NG LEVELS. - -

(a) The agency shall develop rules in accordance with

chapter 120 regardi ng the nethodol ogy for data coll ection

publicly reporting infornation relating to nurse staffing

|l evel s and risk adjusting the informtion.

1. The data collection nethodol ogy may include the

reporting of direct care provided by regi stered professiona

nurses, licensed practical nurses, agency nurses, and other

nursi ng personnel assigned to provide direct patient care.

Data reporting may include the assigned nursing personnel and

t he average daily census for each patient care unit.

2. The public reporting nethodol ogy devel oped by the

agency shall consider the benefits of retaining historica

information; the creation of the nobst neani ngful process and

timeframes for public reporting; and an inplenmentation plan

Consi deration nay be given to daily staffing |l evels; the

percentage of nursing hours conpleted by contract or agency

nurses by unit, nunber, and description of OSHA viol ations;

t he nunber and description of conplaints; the vacancy rate;

sati sfaction surveys, and the turnover rate for each hospital

The public reporting nethodol ogy devel oped by the agency shal

list each hospital's systemaffiliations if the hospital is

affiliated with a nonprofit, for-profit, or public health care

system or _corporation. Such public data shall be updated

quarterly.
3. The risk adjusting nethodol ogy devel oped by the

agency shall include the use of a nationally recognized risk

adj ust rent _nmet hod, case m x adjustnent, or other appropriate

neans of adjusting the data to acconplish a nmeani ngfu
3
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conparison fromhospital to hospital

(4) | MPLEMENTATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT. - -

(a) In order to ensure conpliance with this section

t he agency may inspect and audit books and records of

i ndi vidual or corporate hospitals, including books and records

of related organizations with which a health care provider or

a _hospital has had transactions. Upon presentation of a

witten request for inspection to a health care provider or a

hospital by the agency or its staff, the health care provider

or the hospital shall make available to the agency or its

staff for inspection, copying, and review all books and

records relevant to the deternination of whether the health

care provider or the hospital has conplied with this section

(b) Any hospital that refuses to file a report as

required by law or rule or which fails to provide docunents or

records requested by the agency under this section shall be

puni shed by a fine not to exceed $1,000 per day for each day

in violation, to be inposed and coll ected by the agency. Under

the rul es adopted by the agency, the agency nmmy, upon a good

cause showi ng, grant an extension of any deadline for a

hospital to tinmely file a report as required by this section

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a

| aw.

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Abill to be entitled
4
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An act relating to hospitals; creating s.
408. 0625, F.S.; providing legislative findings;
provi ding definitions; providing that a nethod
for collecting, reporting, and risk adjusting
i nformati on concerning nursing care for
pati ents be devel oped by the Agency for Health
Care Adnministration through rul emaki ng;
providing criteria for consideration in the
rul emaki ng process; authorizing the agency to
i nspect and audit certain books and records of
a hospital; providing a penalty for a
hospital's refusal to timely file a report;
aut hori zing the agency to grant an extension of
a deadline for a hospital to file a report;

providing an effective date.
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