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By Senator W se

5- 593A- 06
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to children in foster care;
3 providing for the creation of the Community
4 Advi sory Panel on Foster Care Pilot Programin
5 Duval County; providing purposes and goal s;
6 provi ding for adm nistration of the program by
7 comuni ty-based care; providing for hiring
8 personnel ; creating the Comrunity Advisory
9 Panel on Foster Care; providing for pane
10 menber shi p; providing for a chairperson
11 provi di ng duties of specified county judges,
12 t he personnel, and the panel; requiring
13 research to deternmine the effectiveness of the
14 program requiring an annual report to the
15 court and to |l egislative |leaders; providing for
16 future expiration of the pilot program
17 provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
18 effective date.
19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Community Advisory Panel on Foster Care
23| Pilot Program creation; purpose; administration; pane
24| nmenbership; duties of court and panel; evaluation.--
25 (1) There is created the Conmmunity Advisory Panel on
26| Foster Care Pilot Programin Duval County. The purpose of the
27| programis to identify educational needs and foll owup
28| strategies for foster children who are 6 through 12 years of
29| age and are enrolled in the Duval County school system The
30| goal of the programis to ensure that youth who are in foster
31
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care will be tested appropriately and placed in an educati onal

environnent that optim zes their opportunities for success.

(2) The community-based care (CBC) shall adni nister

the pilot program The CBC shall enploy a full-tinme project

coordi nator who shall assist the student's case manager in

identifying resources for such assessnent and treatnent. The

CBC shall also enploy a full-tinme psychol ogi st who wi ||

provi de advice, research, assessnents, and other services to

the judges and to foster children and their famlies.

(3) The chief judge for the Fourth Judicial Circuit or

his or her designee shall create the Community Advi sory Pane

on Foster Care, which will consist of 15 community vol unteers

who are community | eaders that have diverse areas of expertise

and talent. The chief judge who is responsible for dependency

and adoption in the Fourth Judicial Circuit or his or her

desi gnee shall appoint four nenbers of the panel; the

Departnent of Children and Family Services shall appoint four

nenbers: the county school board shall appoint four nenbers;

and the guardian ad |litem for Duval County shall appoint three

nenbers. The judge shall chair the panel

(4) The judge may issue orders and obtain educationa

information relating to students who are 6 to 12 vears of age

and are in the foster care systemin District IV of the

departnent. The panel shall review the academ c progress,

behavi oral issues, and attendance of each student and shal

recommend referral of any student for whomthe review

denonstrates a need for followup services. The panel may

prioritize referrals by assessing the severity of need and

recommendi ng that the nost critical needs be nmet first. A

student who is failing nust be referred for educationa

testing, for additional psychological and therapeutic
2
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counseling as recommended, or for both, to determ ne why he or

she is failing and what accommpdati ons and renedi ation are

needed.

(5) The project coordinator shall oversee the

devel opnent of a research conponent, or assessnent tool, that

is designed to determ ne the effectiveness of the pilot

program
(a) The research data nust be set up to |link systens

anpng providers of educational services, psychol ogica

services, case nanagenent, and the court system

(b) The entity that designs the assessnent tool nust,

during the first year of the pilot program undertake the

follow ng tasks:

1. Discovery. This phase includes nmeeting with

information technol ogy staff fromthe departnent, school board

staff, and caseworkers.

2. Devel opnent. This phase consists of determ ning the

best nethod for data entry, the best database, and the best

data fornat.

3. Inplenentation. This phase conprises conpleting,

testing, and delivering the assessnent tool

4. Maintenance. This phase involves devel oping a

mai nt enance plan and schedule, after the initiation of the

assessnent net hodol ogy.

(6) The project coordinator shall submit an annua

report to the court and to the President of the Senate and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(7) _The pilot programexpires on July 1, 2009.

Section 2. The sum of $300,000 is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Fourth Circuit Court in Duva
County for the 2006-2007 fiscal year, to be used in
3
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1| inplenenting the Community Advisory Panel on Foster Care Pil ot

2| Program created in section 1 of this act.

3 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006

4
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6 SENATE SUMVARY

7 Provi des for creating the Community Advisory Panel on
Foster Care Pilot Programin Duval County. Provides

8 purposes and goals. Provides for administration of the
ﬁrogran1by the CBC (community-based care). Provides for

9 iring a project coordinator and a psychol ogi st. Creates
the Community Advisory Panel on Foster Care. Provides for

10 panel memnbership. Provides that the chief judge in charge
of deﬁendency and adoption in the circuit court shall be

11 the chairperson. Provides duties of the judge, the panel
and program personnel. Requires research to determ ne the

12 ef fectiveness of the program Requires an annual report
to the court and to |egislative | eaders. Provides for the

13 expiration of the pilot programon July 1, 2009. Provides
an appropriation.
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