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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 CS for SJR 1436

By the Committee on Governnment Efficiency Appropriations; and
Senat or At wat er

593-1838- 06
Senate Joi nt Resol ution

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to
Section 7 of Article XI of the State
Constitution, relating to state tax or fee
limtations, to specify application to
i mposition of new state taxes or fees,
increases in existing state taxes or fees, and
i mposition of significant financial inpact on

state governnment.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the follow ng anendnent to Section 7 of Article Xl
of the State Constitution is agreed to and shall be subnitted
to the electors of this state for approval or rejection at the
next general election or at an earlier special election
specifically authorized by law for that purpose:

ARTI CLE XI
AMENDMENTS

SECTION 7. Tax, o fee_ or _significant financia

impact limtation.--Notw thstanding Article X, Section 12(d)
of this constitution_-

(a) No anendnent or revision to this constitution

whi ch inposes a new state tax or fee shall becone effective be

eonstitutien unl ess the proposed anmendnent or revision is

approved by not fewer than two-thirds of the voters voting in
the election in which such proposed anendnent or revision is
consi dered. For purposes of this subsection seetier, the
phrase "new state tax or fee" shall nean any tax or fee that
whieh woul d produce revenue subject to |unmp sum or other
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appropriation by the Legislature, either for the state general

revenue fund or any trust fund, which tax or fee is not in

ef fect on Novenber 7, 1994. ineluding—wthout—tmtatien——sueh

8—1994balot—ortater—ballots—and Any such proposed

anmendnent or revision that whieh fails to gain the two-thirds

vote required by this subsection kereby shall be null, void_

and without effect.

(b) No amendnent or revision to this constitution that

increases an existing state tax or fee shall becone effective

unl ess the proposed anendment or revision is approved by not

fewer than two-thirds of the voters voting in the election in

whi ch such proposed anendnent or revision is considered. For

purposes of this subsection, the phrase "existing state tax or

fee" nmeans any tax or fee that produces revenue subject to

lunp sum or_other appropriation by the leqgislature, either for

the state general revenue fund or any trust fund, which tax or

fee is in effect at the tine of the election at which the

proposed anmendnent or revision is considered. Any such

proposed amendnent or revision that fails to gain the

two-thirds vote required by this subsection shall be null

void, and without effect.

(c) No amendnent or revision to this constitution that

i nposes _a significant financial inpact on state governnent

shal |l becone effective unless the proposed amendnent or

revision is approved by not fewer than two-thirds of the

voters voting in the election in which such proposed anendnent

or revision is considered. For purposes of this subsection
2
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1| the phrase "significant financial inpact" neans a financia

2| inpact to the state in any state fiscal year prior to and

3| including the first state fiscal year of full inplenmentation
4| including requiring the legislature to increase taxes or fees
5 in order to maintain the state budget at existing revenues and
6| expenditures, in an anount greater than two-tenths of one

7| percent of the portion of the state budget appropriated from
8| the state general revenue fund, as established in the genera
9| appropriations act approved by the governor, for the state

10| fiscal year ending in the year prior to the election in which
11| such proposed amendment or revision is considered. The

12| determ nation of whether a proposed amendment or revision

13| inposes a significant financial inpact on state governnent

14| shall be made and certified in accordance with general |aw
15| Any such proposed amendment or revision that fails to gain the
16| two-thirds vote required by this subsection shall be null

17| void, and without effect.

18 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the foll owi ng statenment be
19| placed on the ballot:

20 CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT

21 ARTI CLE XI, SECTION 7

22 TWO- THI RDS VOTE FOR AMENDMENT | NCREASI NG STATE TAX OR
23| FEE OR | MPOSI NG A SI GNI FI CANT FI NANCI AL | MPACT. - - Under this
24| measure proposing to anend the State Constitution, a proposed
25| anmendnent or revision to the State Constitution that increases
26| an existing state tax or fee would have to be approved by at
27| least two-thirds of those voters voting in the election in

28| which the anendnent or revision is considered. For the

29| purposes of this nmeasure, "existing state tax or fee" neans
30| any tax or fee that produces revenue subject to |unmp-sum or
31| other appropriation by the Legislature, either for the state
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1| general revenue fund or any trust fund, if that tax or fee is
2| in effect at the tine of the election when the proposed

3| anendment or revision is considered. This nmeasure would al so
4| require that a proposed amendnent or revision to the State

5| Constitution that would inpose a significant financial inpact
6| on state governnent mnmust be approved by at |east two-thirds of
7| those voters voting in the election in which the anendnent or
8| revision is considered. For the purposes of this neasure,

9| "significant financial inmpact" neans a financial inpact to the
10| state in any state fiscal year prior to and including the

11| first state fiscal year of full inplenmentation, including

12| requiring the Legislature to increase taxes or fees in order
13| to maintain the state budget at existing revenues and

14| expenditures, in an anpunt greater than two-tenths of one

15| percent of the portion of the state budget appropriated from
16| the state general revenue fund, as established in the Cenera
17| Appropriations Act approved by the Governor, for the state

18| fiscal year ending in the year prior to the election in which
19| such proposed anendnment or revision is considered. The
20| deternination of whether a proposed anmendnent or revision
21| inposes a significant financial inpact on state governnent
22| woul d be made and certified in accordance with general |aw.
23| This neasure adds to an existing provision of the Florida
24| Constitution, passed by Florida voters in 1996, that currently
25| applies the sane two-thirds vote requirenment only to a
26| proposed anendnent that inposes a new state tax or fee. Al
27| other proposed anendnents or revisions presently nust be
28| approved by only a sinple ngjority of those voting on the
29| proposal. The neasure al so makes conform ng changes in this
30| section of the State Constitution and repeals obsolete
31| provisions relating to itens on the Novenmber 8, 1994, ballot.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 SJR 1436

3

4| The committee substitute requires that no constitutiona
anmendnment or revision that inposes a "significant financia

5| impact” on state government instead of resulting in
S|%nificant spendi ng" by state government, can be approved

6| without a 2/3 vote of the voters voting in the election in

; whi ch such proposed anendnent or revision is considered.
The committee substitute defines "significant financia

8| inpact" to nmean a financial inpact to the state in any state
fiscal year prior to and including the first state fiscal year

9| of full inplenmentation, including requiring the legislature to
i ncrease taxes or fees in order to maintain the state budget

10| at existing revenues and expenditures, in an anpunt greater
than two-tenths of one percent of the portion of the state

11| budget appropriated fromthe state general revenue fund, for
the state fiscal year ending in the year prior to the election

12| in which such proposed anmendnent or revision is considered.

13| The determi nation of whether a proposed amendnent or revision
i nposes a significant financial inmpact on state government

14| shall be nmade and certified in accordance with general | aw
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