Fl orida Senate - 2006 CS for SB 1532
By the Committee on Health Care; and Senator Lynn

587-1891- 06

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to trauna services; anmending s.
3 395.4001, F.S.; providing definitions;

4 repealing s. 395.4035, F.S., to terminate the

5 Trauma Services Trust Fund; anending s.

6 395.4036, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
7 distribution of funds to trauma centers and use
8 thereof; requiring the Departnment of Health to
9 adopt rules for purposes of cal culating

10 paynments to trauma centers; requiring that the
11 nost recent cal endar year data be used for

12 purposes of distributing funds to trauna

13 centers; creating s. 395.6062, F.S.; creating
14 the trauma center startup grant program

15 providing for certain acute care genera

16 hospitals to apply to the Departnent of Health
17 for a startup grant; providing requirenents for
18 eligibility to receive a grant; requiring that
19 a hospital forfeit its grant funds if it does
20 not become a provisional trauma center within a
21 speci fied period after receiving a grant;
22 provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
23 effective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Section 395.4001, Florida Statutes, is
28| anended to read:
29 395.4001 Definitions.--As used in this part, the term
30 (1) "Agency" neans the Agency for Health Care
31| Administration.
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(2) "Charity care" or "unconpensated traunma care"
means that portion of hospital charges reported to the agency
for which there is no conpensation, other than restricted or
unrestricted revenues provided to a hospital by |oca
governments or tax districts regardl ess of nethod of paynent,
for care provided to a patient whose fanmily incone for the 12
nmont hs preceding the determination is |ess than or equal to
200 percent of the federal poverty level, unless the amunt of
hospital charges due fromthe patient exceeds 25 percent of
the annual family incone. However, in no case shall the
hospital charges for a patient whose famly inconme exceeds
four times the federal poverty level for a fanmily of four be
consi dered charity.

(3) "Departnment" neans the Departnent of Health.

(4) "Interfacility trauma transfer" nmeans the transfer
of a trauma victimbetween two facilities |licensed under this
chapter, pursuant to this part.

(5) "lInternational Classification Injury Severity

Score" neans the statistical nmethod for conputing the severity

of injury sustained by trauma patients. The |nternationa

Classification Injury Severity Score shall be the nethodol ogy

used by the departnent and trauma centers to report the

severity of an injury.

(6)€65r "Level | trauma center" means a trauna center
t hat :

(a) Has formal research and education prograns for the
enhancenent of trauma care; is verified by the departnent to
be in substantial conpliance with Level | trauna center and
pediatric trauma center standards; and has been approved by

the departnent to operate as a Level | traunma center
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(b) Serves as a resource facility to Level Il trauna
centers, pediatric trauma centers, and general hospitals
t hrough shared outreach, education, and quality inprovenent
activities.

(c) Participates in an inclusive systemof trauma
care, including providing | eadership, system evaluation, and
quality inprovenment activities.

()66 "Level Il traumm center" neans a traumm center
t hat :

(a) Is verified by the departnent to be in substantia
conpliance with Level Il trauma center standards and has been
approved by the departnent to operate as a Level Il traum
center.

(b) Serves as a resource facility to general hospitals
t hrough shared outreach, education, and quality inprovenent
activities.

(c) Participates in an inclusive systemof trauma
care.

(8) "local funding contribution" neans funds froma

municipality, county, or tax district, exclusive of any

patient-specific funds received under ss. 154.301-154. 316;

funds froma private foundation; or public or private grant

funds of at | east $150,000 which are received by a hospital or

health care systemthat operates a traunma center

(996~ "Pediatric trauma center" nmeans a hospital that
is verified by the departnent to be in substantial conpliance
with pediatric trauma center standards as established by rule
of the departnment and has been approved by the departnent to
operate as a pediatric trauma center.

(10)£8> "Provisional trauma center" neans a hospita
that has been verified by the departnment to be in substantia
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conpliance with the requirenments in s. 395.4025 and has been
approved by the departnent to operate as a provisional Level
trauma center, Level |l trauma center, or pediatric trauna
center.

(1) 69> "Trauma agency" neans a departnent-approved
agency established and operated by one or nore counties, or a
depart ment - approved entity with which one or nore counties
contract, for the purpose of adm nistering an inclusive
regi onal trauma system

(12) 49 "Trauma alert victinl nmeans a person who has
incurred a single or nultisysteminjury due to blunt or
penetrati ng means or burns, who requires inmedi ate nedica
intervention or treatnment, and who neets one or nore of the
adult or pediatric scorecard criteria established by the
departnment by rule.

(13) "Traumm casel oad vol une" neans the nunber of

traunm patients reported by individual traunm centers to the

Traunn Registry and validated by the departnent.

(144 "Trauma center” nmeans a hospital that has

been verified by the departnment to be in substantia
conpliance with the requirenents in s. 395.4025 and has been
approved by the departnent to operate as a Level | traunma
center, Level |l trauma center, or pediatric trauma center

(15) "Traunmm patient" nmeans a person who has incurred

a _physical injury or wound caused by trauma and has accessed a

trauma center.

(16) 42> "Trauma scorecard" neans a statew de

nmet hodol ogy adopted by the department by rule under which a
person who has incurred a traumatic injury is graded as to the

severity of his or her injuries or illness and which
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1| nmethodol ogy is used as the basis for naking destination

2| deci sions.

3 (17) 343> "Trauma transport protocol” neans a docunent
4| which describes the policies, processes, and procedures

5| governing the dispatch of vehicles, the triage, prehospita

6| transport, and interfacility trauma transfer of trauna

7| victinmns.

8 (18) 44 "Trauma victinl' nmeans any person who has

9| incurred a single or nultisysteminjury due to blunt or

10| penetrating nmeans or burns and who requires i medi ate nedica
11| intervention or treatnent.

12 Section 2. Section 395.4035, Florida Statutes, is

13| repeal ed.

14 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 395.4036, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:

16 395.4036 Trauma paynents. --

17 (1) Recognizing the Legislature's stated intent to
18| provide financial support to the current verified traum

19| centers and to provide incentives for the establishnent of
20| additional trauma centers as part of a system of

21| state-sponsored traunma centers, the departnment shall utilize
22| funds collected under s. 318.18(15) s—348-—18{34)> and

23| deposited into the Admi nistrative Trust Fund of the departnent
24| to ensure the availability and accessibility of traum

25| services throughout the state as provided in this subsection
26 (a) Twenty percent of the total funds collected under
27| this subsection during the state fiscal year shall be

28| distributed to verified trauma centers locatedinaregion
29| that have khas a local funding contribution as of Decenber 31
30| Distribution of funds under this paragraph shall be based on
31
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the departnent's Traunmm Registry traunmn casel oad vol une for

the npbst recent cal endar year avail abl e.

(b) Forty percent of the total funds collected under
this subsection shall be distributed to verified traum
centers based on trauma casel oad vol ume of the npbst recent
previous cal endar year available. The determ nation of
casel oad volunme for distribution of funds under this paragraph
shall be based on the department's Trauna Regi stry data.

(c) Forty percent of the total funds collected under
this subsection shall be distributed to verified traum
centers based on severity of trauma patients for the npst

recent cal endar year available. The determ nation of severity

for distribution of funds under this paragraph shall be based

on the department's Traunma Reqgistry Internationa

Classification Injury Severity Scores or other statistically

valid and scientifically accepted nethods of stratifying a

traunma patient's severity of injury, risk of nortality, and

resource consunption as adopted by the departnent by rule,

wei ght ed based on the costs associated with and incurred by

the traunma center in treating trauma patients. The wei ghting

of scores shall be established by the departnent by rule

seores—of—1—14—and—15plus.

Funds deposited in the departnent's Adm nistrative Trust Fund

for verified trauna centers nmay be used to nmaxim ze the

receipt of federal funds that nmay be available for such trauma

centers. Notwi thstanding this section and s. 318. 14,

distributions to trauma centers may be adjusted in a manner to

ensure that total payments to trauma centers represent the

sane _proportional allocation as set forth in this section and

s. 318.14. For purposes of this section and s. 318.14, total
6
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1| funds distributed to trauma centers may include revenue from
2| the Administrative Trust Fund and federal funds for which

3| revenue fromthe Administrative Trust Fund is used to neet

4| state or local matching requirenents. Funds collected under
5| ss. 318.14 and 318.18(15) and deposited into the

6| Administrative Trust Fund of the departnent shall be

7| distributed to trauma centers each quarter using the nost

8| recent calendar year data that is available. Such data may not
9| be used for nore than four quarterly distributions unless

10| there are extenuating circunstances, as determ ned by the

11| departnent, in which case the npst recent cal endar year data
12| available shall continue to be used and, as soon as the nore
13| recent data becones available, adjustnents shall be nmade

14| accordingly. Fraura—eenters—ay—+request—that—thei+

15| distrbuttons—tromtheAdmnstrative—Frust—Furdbheusedas
16 | +rAtergovernrental—transter—funrds—in—theMedicai-d—pregram-

17 Section 4. Section 395.6062, Florida Statutes, is

18| created to read:

19 395.6062 Traumam center startup grant program --There
20| is established a trauma center startup grant program
21 (1) The Legislature recognizes the need for a
22| statewi de, cohesive, uniform and integrated traunma system
23| and the Legislature acknow edges that the state has been
24| divided into trauma service areas. Each of the trauma service
25| areas should have at |east one trauma center; however, sone
26| trauma service areas do not have a trauma center because of
27| the significant up-front investnment of capital which is needed
28| by hospitals to devel op the physical space, equipnent, and
29| qualified personnel necessary to provide quality traum
30| services.
31
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(2) An acute care general hospital that has submtted

a letter of intent and an application to becone a traum

center pursuant to s. 395.4025 nmay apply to the departnent for

a startup grant. The grant applicant nust denonstrate that:

(a) There are currently no other trauma centers in the

hospital's traumn service area as established under_s.

395. 402.

(b) There is not a traunm center within a 100-nile

radius of the proposed trauma center

(c) The hospital has received a local funding

contribution as defined under_ s. 395.4001

(d) The hospital has incurred startup costs in excess

of the ampunt of grant fundi ng requested.

(e) The hospital is pursuing the establishment of a

residency programin _energency nedicine.

(3) Any hospital receiving startup grant funding which

does not becone a provisional traunma center within 24 nonths

after submitting an application to becone a trauma center nust

forfeit any state grant funds received pursuant to this

section.

Section 5. For _the 2006-2007 fiscal year only, the sum

of $500,000 is appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund for

deposit into the Adnministrative Trust Fund in the Departnent

of Health for the purpose of providing trauna center startup

grants under s. 395.6062, Florida Statutes. A single hospita

nay not receive nore than $500, 000, startup grant funds nust

be matched dollar-for-dollar with a |ocal funding

contribution, and startup grant funds shall be provided to a

hospital only once.

Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 1532

3

4| The comm ttee substitute adds a definition for |ocal funding
contribution. Instead of using data fromthe previous cal endar

5| year, data will be used fromthe nost recent cal endar year
avail able. The committee substitute no | onger requires an

6| i ndependent entity to conduct an audit of the traunma registry.
The committee substitute specifies that funds will be

7| distributed to trauma centers on a quarterly basis using the
nost recent cal endar year data available. The data will not be

8| used for nmore than four quarters unless there are extenuating
circunstances as determ ned by the Departnent of Heal th (DOH)

9| and then adjustnents will be nmade when new data is avail abl e.
The committee substitute creates the trauna center startup

10| grant program outlining the requirenents for eligibility. The
committee substitute provides for a one time appropriation of

11| $500,000 to be deposited in the DOH Adm ni strative Trust Fund
for the grant program

12

13
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16
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