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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SM 1588
By Senator Rich

34-515A- 06 See HM 739
Senate Menoria
A nenorial to the Congress of the United
States, urging the review and reorgani zati on of
Federal Energency Managenment Agency policies
and adm nistrative procedures for the purpose
of avoiding delays in cleanup and rei nmbursenent

in the aftermath of decl ared di sasters.

VWHEREAS, in the sumer of 2004, the State of Florida
endured an unprecedented incidence of four consecutive
hurri canes striking the state in a period of 2 nonths, causing
enormous destruction to property and infrastructure and
| eaving 70 peopl e dead throughout the state, and

VWHEREAS, in the sumrer of 2005, the State of Florida
agai n endured an incidence of four consecutive hurricanes
striking the state in a period of 4 1/2 nonths, causing
enormous destruction to property and infrastructure and
| eavi ng 67 peopl e dead throughout the state, and

WHEREAS, t hough much reconstruction and rebuil di ng has
been acconplished in the aftermath of Hurricanes Frances,
Charl ey, Jeanne, and lvan, many Florida communities are
continuing to struggle with rebuilding efforts, and

WHEREAS, during the recovery process, the Governor's
O fice has worked diligently in securing funds for our state
fromthe Federal Energency Managenent Agency (FEMA), and

WHEREAS, though the Federal Energency Managenent Agency
has provi ded nuch-needed assi stance, many South Florida
comunities are currently being required to submt to new,
needl essly restrictive bureaucratic policies in order to

obtain relief fromthe agency, and
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WHEREAS, as a result of these new bureaucratic
policies, South Florida communities are now confronted with
unnecessary regul atory hurdles in obtaining FEMA funds that
have del ayed cl eanup efforts and badly needed federa
rei mbursenents and that continue to negatively inpact the
lives of Florida citizens, and

WHEREAS, under the new FEMA policies and administrative
processes, instead of appropriate |ocal governments acting as
a conduit for managenent and di sbursenent of FEMA noneys and
debris renoval, each private comunity or honmeowners
association is required to apply for such assistance on its
own, in effect making it inpossible for a city to obtain a
bl anket rei nbursenent to cover its cleanup costs for the
city's entire jurisdiction, and

WHEREAS, under these new policies, municipalities such
as the City of Coconut Creek have been advised that they will
not be rei mbursed by FEMA for cleanup services provided to
private communities within the municipality, whether gated or
ot herwi se, and have been instructed to advise such private
comunities to manage their debris renobval and apply on an
i ndi vidual basis to FEMA for reinbursenent, a process that is
both adm ni stratively and operationally unsound, and

WHEREAS, certain legislative districts in the state
enconpass nearly 100 condom ni um and homeowners' associ ations,
and many South Florida comunities, such as Weston, are
conposed al nost entirely of private conmmunities, and

WHEREAS, these private conmmunities are not equi pped or
prepared to undertake the FEMA application process and nmanage
the level of administrative detail required under the new FEMA

policies and processes, and
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WHEREAS, faced with the task of applying for, securing,
and managi ng FEMA funds on their own, many private conmunities
wi || experience significant delays in receiving funding or in
some cases nmmy not obtain FEMA rei mbursenment under these
policies at all, and

WHEREAS, besi des creating a bureaucratic nightmare, the
new FEMA gui del i nes pose an enornous problem for |oca
government solid waste managenent systens, and

WHEREAS, South Florida nunicipalities have the proven
ability to provide cityw de coordination of such | arge-scale
cl eanup efforts and can best provide an econony of scale as
wel | as the nost reasonable cost for these services, and

WHEREAS, the need for solid waste renoval does not
respect private comunity boundaries, and citizens expect
their local governnents to provide these services regardl ess
of where they are |ocated, and

WHEREAS, in a city such as Ol ando, which operates its
own solid waste system the new FEMA policy nmeans that the
city would have to obtain reinmbursenment for cleanup through
each honeowners' association or condom ni um associ ati on for
areas that the city is already obligated to serve, and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the citizens of
this state for local municipalities to be granted jurisdiction
for the application and managenment of FEMA funds in the
aftermath of a decl ared disaster, as has been the case in the
past foll owi ng other devastating hurricanes, and

WHEREAS, it is inperative that the Federal Energency
Managenment Agency reorganize its current policies and
admi ni strative processes in order to avoid further delays in

ongoi ng cl eanup and rei mbursenent efforts resulting from
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1| Hurricanes Frances, Charley, Jeanne, and Ivan, and to avoid
2| such delays in the future, NOW THEREFORE
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4| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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6 That the Congress of the United States is urged to

7| initiate the review and reorgani zati on of Federal Emergency
8| Managenent Agency policies and adninistrative processes for
9| the purpose of avoiding delays in cleanup and rei nmbursenent in
10| the aftermath of declared disasters.

11 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nmenorial be
12| dispatched to the President of the United States, to the

13| President of the United States Senate, to the Speaker of the
14| United States House of Representatives, and to each nenber of
15| the Florida delegation to the United States Congress.
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