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1

2 An act relating to agency inspectors general

3 creating s. 14.325, F.S.; providing

4 definitions; providing |legislative intent;

5 creating the Council on State Agency Inspectors

6 General ; providing for the purpose and

7 menber ship of the council; providing duties and

8 responsibilities of the council; requiring the

9 council to hold neetings at |east nonthly;

10 authorizing the council to devel op

11 reconmendations relating to i nspector genera

12 i nvestigations; providing mnimmrequirenments

13 for the recommendati ons devel oped by the

14 council; providing adm nistrative support for

15 the council; requiring the council to issue a

16 report on its findings; providing for repeal

17 provi ding an effective date.

18

19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Section 14.325, Florida Statutes, is
22| created to read:
23 14.325 Council on State Agency Inspectors General.--
24 (1) For purposes of this section:
25 (a) "State agency" has the sane neaning as defined in
26| s. 20.055(1)(a).
27 (b) "Council" neans the Council on State Agency
28| lnspectors General, which is a council as defined in s. 20.03.
29 (2) To enhance public trust in government and provide
30| leadership in the pronotion of accountability and integrity in
31| state agencies, there is created the Council on State
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| nspectors General in the Ofice of Chief |Inspector CGenera

within the Executive Ofice of the Governor

(3) The council shall consist of five nenbers:

(a) The Chief |Inspector General, who shall serve as

chair.

(b) Four inspectors general fromother state agencies,

appoi nted by the Governor or his or her designee.

(4) A nmenber _of the council may not delegate his or

her nmenbership to a designee.

(5) A guorumshall consist of at |east three nenbers.

(6) The council shall convene at |east nonthly for the

pur pose of devel oping recommendations relating to the creation

of an_independent review process for investigations and audits

conducted by state agency inspectors general

(7) The review process devel oped and recommended by

the council shall, at a mni num

(a) Ofer entities contracting with state agenci es and

individuals substantially affected by the findings,

concl usions, or recommendations a neani ngful opportunity to

challenge in witing the findings, conclusions, and

recommendati ons contained in a state agency inspector

general's final report.

(b) Specifically identify the entities and individuals

entitled to submit a response, and identify the circunstances

under which the entity's response nust be attached to the

state agency inspector general's final report.

(c) Provide a hearing process entitling entities

contracting with state agencies and individuals substantially

affected by the findings, conclusions, or recommendations wth

an _opportunity to present to the Chief |nspector General any

additional material relevant to the state agency inspector
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general's final report. The review process nust pernmt the

Chi ef Inspector General to independently investigate the state

agency inspector general's report and the origina

investigation.

(d) ldentify ancillary issues to be addressed,

including, but not limted to, public-records concerns,

special conditions for whistle-blower's investigations, and

exenptions for specific categories of audits or

investigations.

(8 On or before January 1, 2007, the council shal

issue a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives containing its

recommendat i ons _and proposed state agency inspector genera

review process. The report may contain suggested statutory

anendnents, proposals for adninistrative rulemking to be

i npl enent ed pursuant to s. 120.536(1) and s. 120.54, and any

ot her quidelines, procedures, and suggestions relevant to the

creation of a state agency inspector general review process.

(9) Adnministrative support for the council shall be

provided by the Ofice of Chief |nspector General
(10) This section is repealed June 30, 2007.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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