Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 1658
By Senator Lynn

7-1025-06 See CS/HB 137
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the awardi ng of
3 baccal aureat e degrees by conmunity coll eges;
4 anending s. 1001.64, F.S.; providing that
5 comunity col |l eges that grant baccal aureate
6 degrees remain under the authority of the State
7 Board of Education with respect to specified
8 responsibilities; providing that the board of
9 trustees is the governing board for purposes of
10 granting baccal aureate degrees; providing
11 powers of the boards of trustees, including the
12 power to establish tuition and out-of-state
13 fees; providing restrictions; requiring
14 policies relating to mininmum faculty teaching
15 hours per week; anending s. 1004.65, F.S.
16 requiring comunity coll eges that offer
17 baccal aureate degrees to maintain their primry
18 m ssion and prohibiting the term nation of
19 associ ate degree prograns; anending s. 1004.73
20 F.S.; renmoving authorization for St. Petersburg
21 Col |l ege to request funding fromthe Public
22 Educati on Capital CQutlay and Debt Service Trust
23 Fund as a university; anending s. 1007.33
24 F.S.; removing requirenment that baccal aureate
25 degree program proposals be submitted to the
26 Council for Education Policy Research and
27 | mprovenent for review and conment; providing
28 requi renents for the delivery of specified
29 baccal aureate degree prograns by a regionally
30 accredited college or university at a conmunity
31 college site; requiring notification to
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col |l eges and universities of intent to offer
the degree program anending s. 1009.23, F.S.
provi di ng gui delines and restrictions for
setting tuition and out-of-state fees for
upper -di vi sion courses; requiring the State
Board of Education to adopt a resident fee
schedul e for baccal aureate degree prograns

of fered by community coll eges; anending s.
1011.83, F.S.; providing requirenents for
fundi ng baccal aureate degree prograns,

i ncl udi ng fundi ng nonrecurring and recurring
costs associated with such programs; providing
state policy to linmt state support for
recurring operating purposes to no nmore than a
speci fied percentage of funding for certain
state university progranms; providing certain
reporting and funding requirenments; anmending s.
1013.60, F.S.; allowi ng boards of trustees to
request funding for all authorized prograns;
provi ding that enrollment in baccal aureate
degree prograns may be conputed into the survey
of need for facilities under certain

conditions; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Subsections (1), (2), and (8) of section
1001. 64, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1001. 64 Community coll ege boards of trustees; powers

and duties. --
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(1) The boards of trustees shall be responsible for
cost-effective policy decisions appropriate to the conmunity
coll ege's mssion, the inplenentati on and mai nt enance of
hi gh-quality education progranms within |law and rules of the
State Board of Education, the neasurenent of perfornmance, the
reporting of information, and the provision of input regarding
state policy, budgeting, and education standards. Comrunity

col l eges may arant baccal aureate degrees pursuant to_ s.

1007. 33 and shall remnin under the authority of the State

Board of Education with respect to planning, coordination,

oversight, and budgetary and accountability responsibilities.

(2) Each board of trustees is vested with the
responsibility to govern its respective conmunity coll ege and
Wi th such necessary authority as is needed for the proper
operation and inprovement thereof in accordance with rul es of

the State Board of Education. This authority includes serving

as the governing board for purposes of granting baccal aureate

degrees as authorized in s. 1007.33 and approved by the State

Board of Education.

(8) Each board of trustees has authority for policies
related to students, enrollment of students, student records,
student activities, financial assistance, and other student
servi ces.

(a) Each board of trustees shall govern adm ssion of
students pursuant to s. 1007.263 and rules of the State Board
of Education. A board of trustees nmy establish additiona
admi ssions criteria, which shall be included in the district
interinstitutional articulation agreenment devel oped according
to s. 1007.235, to ensure student readi ness for postsecondary
i nstruction. Each board of trustees may consider the past
actions of any person applying for adm ssion or enrollnment and
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may deny adm ssion or enrollnment to an applicant because of
m sconduct if determined to be in the best interest of the
comunity coll ege

(b) Each board of trustees shall adopt rules
establishing student performance standards for the award of
degrees and certificates pursuant to s. 1004.68. The board of

trustees of a comunity college that is authorized to grant a

baccal aureate degree under _s. 1007.33 nmay continue to award

degrees, diplonmas, and certificates as authorized for the

college, and in the nane of the college, until the college

receives any necessary changes to its accreditation

(c) FEach board of trustees shall establish tuition and

out-of-state fees for approved baccal aureate degree prograns,

consistent with |aw and provi so | anguage in the Genera

Appropriations Act:; however, a board of trustees nmay not vary

tuition and out-of-state fees as provided in s. 1009.23(4).

(d)fe> Boards of trustees are authorized to establish

intrainstitutional and interinstitutional progranms to mexim ze
articulation pursuant to s. 1007.22.

(e)fd Boards of trustees shall identify their core
curricula, which shall include courses required by the State
Board of Education, pursuant to the provisions of s.

1007. 25(6) .

(f)€ey Each board of trustees nust adopt a witten
anti hazing policy, provide a programfor the enforcenent of
such rul es, and adopt appropriate penalties for violations of
such rul es pursuant to the provisions of s. 1006. 63.

()€ Each board of trustees nmy establish a uniform
code of conduct and appropriate penalties for violation of its
rul es by students and student organizations, including rules
governi ng student academ ¢ honesty. Such penalties, unless
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ot herwi se provided by |law, may include fines, the withhol ding
of diplomas or transcripts pending conpliance with rules or
paynment of fines, and the inposition of probation, suspension
or dism ssal

(h) g Each board of trustees pursuant to s. 1006.53
shall adopt a policy in accordance with rules of the State
Board of Education that reasonably accommpdates the religious
observance, practice, and belief of individual students in
regard to admi ssions, class attendance, and the scheduling of
exam nations and work assignnents.

(i) Fach board of trustees shall adopt a policy

providing that faculty who teach upper-division courses that

are a conponent part of a baccal aureate degree program nust

neet _the requirenents of s. 1012.82.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (7) and
subsection (9) of section 1004.65, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1004. 65 Community colleges; definition, mssion, and
responsibilities.--

(7) A separate and secondary role for community
col | eges i ncl udes:

(a) Providing upper level instruction and awardi ng
baccal aureate degrees as specifically authorized by law. A

community college that is approved to offer baccal aureate

degree prograns_shall maintain its primary mSssion pursuant to

subsection (6) and nmay not term nate associate in arts or

associate in science degree prograns as a result of the

aut hori zation to offer baccal aureate degree prograns.

(9) Conmunity colleges are authorized to offer such
progranms and courses as are necessary to fulfill their m ssion
and are authorized to grant associate in arts degrees,
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1| associate in science degrees, associate in applied science

2| degrees, certificates, awards, and di pl omas. Each conmunity

3| college is also authorized to make provisions for the Genera
4| Educational Devel opnent test. Each comunity col |l ege may

5| provide access to and award baccal aureate degrees in

6| accordance with | aw.

7 Section 3. Subsection (7) of section 1004.73, Florida
8| Statutes, is anended to read:

9 1004.73 St. Petersburg Coll ege. --

10 (7) FACILITIES.--St. Petersburg Coll ege may request
11| funding fromthe Public Education Capital Qutlay and Debt

12| Service Trust Fund as a community coll ege anrd—as—a—uriverstty.
13| The municipalities in Pinellas County, the Board of County

14| Comm ssioners of Pinellas County, and all other governnenta
15| entities are authorized to cooperate with the Board of

16| Trustees of St. Petersburg College in establishing this

17| institution. The acquisition and donation of |ands, buildings,
18| and equi pnent for the use of St. Petersburg Coll ege are

19| authorized as a public purpose. The Board of County
20| Commi ssioners of Pinellas County and all nunicipalities in
21| Pinellas County may exercise the power of em nent domain to
22| acquire lands, buildings, and equi pment for the use of St.
23| Petersburg Coll ege, regardl ess of whether such | ands,
24| buil dings, and equi pnent are located in a comunity
25| redevel opnent area.
26 Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 1007.33, Florida
27| Statutes, is anended, subsection (4) is renunbered as
28| subsection (6), and new subsections (4) and (5) are added to
29| that section, to read:
30 1007.33 Site-deterni ned baccal aureate degree access. --
31
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(3) A conmunity college may devel op a proposal to
del i ver specified baccal aureate degree prograns in its
district to neet | ocal workforce needs. The proposal nust be
submtted to the State Board of Education for approval. The
comunity coll ege's proposal nust include the follow ng
i nformation:

(a) Denmand for the baccal aureate degree programis
i dentified by the workforce devel opnment board, |oca
busi nesses and industry, |ocal chanbers of comrerce, and
potential students.

(b) Unnet need for graduates of the proposed degree
programis substanti at ed.

(c) The conmunity college has the facilities and

acadenic resources to deliver the program

T : I - o Ed :
PelHeyResearch—andtrproverent—for+reviewand—ecorrent— Upon
approval of the State Board of Education for the specific
degree program or prograns, the community college shall pursue
regi onal accreditation by the Comr ssion on Colleges of the
Sout hern Associ ati on of Coll eges and Schools. Any additiona
baccal aureate degree prograns the community coll ege w shes to
of fer nmust be approved by the State Board of Educati on.

(4) A formal agreenent for the delivery of specified

baccal aureate deqgree prograns by a reqgionally accredited

public or private college or university at a conmunity coll ege

site nust include:

(a) A guarantee that students will be able to conplete

the degree in the community college district.

(b) A financial commitnent to the devel opnent,

i npl enent ati on, and mmi nt enance of the specified degree
7
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1| programon behalf of the college or university which includes
2| tinmelines.

3 (c) Aplan for collaboration in the devel opnent and

4| offering of the curriculumfor the specified degree by faculty
5 at _both the community college and the college or university.
6| The curriculumfor the specified degree must be devel oped and
7| approved within 6 nonths after the agreement between the

8| community college and the college or university is signed.

9 (5) A community college proposal to deliver a

10| specified baccal aureate degree program nust docunent that the
11| community college has notified in witing the accredited

12| public and private colleges and universities in the commnity
13| college's district of its intent to seek approval for delivery
14| of the proposed program The notified colleges and

15| universities have 90 days to submit in witing to the

16| community college an alternative plan for providing the

17| specified degree program

18 Section 5. Subsections (1), (2), and (3) of section
19| 1009. 23, Florida Statutes, are anmended to read:

20 1009.23 Community coll ege student fees.--

21 (1) Unless otherw se provided, the—provsiens—ef this
22| section applies appby only to fees charged for college credit
23| instruction leading to an associate in arts degree, an

24| associate in applied science degree, e an associate in

25| science degree, or a baccalaureate degree authorized by the
26| State Board of Education pursuant to s. 1007.33 and for

27| noncoll ege credit college-preparatory courses defined in s.
28| 1004. 02.

29 (2)(a) Al students shall be charged fees except

30| students who are exenpt fromfees or students whose fees are
31| waived.
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1 (b) Tuition and out-of-state fees for upper-division

2| courses nust reflect the fact that the comunity college has a
3| Less expensive cost structure than that of a state university.
4| Therefore, the board of trustees shall establish tuition and
5| out-of -state fees for upper-division courses consistent with
6| Law and proviso |anguage in the General Appropriations Act;

7| however, the board of trustees may not vary tuition and

8| out-of-state fees as provided in subsection (4). tdentieal

9| fees—shalt—berequiredtor—aH—community—eoHegeresident

10| studepnts—within—a—cotHege—whotakeaspeeifie—ecourse-

11| regardless—ofthe programin—whi-chthey—are—enroled—

12 (3) The State Board of Education shall adopt by

13| Decenber 31 of each year a resident fee schedule for the

14| following fall for advanced and professional prograns,

15| associate in science degree prograns, baccal aureate degree

16| prograns authorized by the State Board of Education pursuant
17| to s. 1007.33, and coll ege-preparatory progranms that produce
18| revenues in the anpunt of 25 percent of the full prior year's
19| cost of these prograns. Fees for courses in

20| col |l ege-preparatory prograns and associate in arts and

21| associate in science degree progranms may be established at the
22| same level. In the absence of a provision to the contrary in
23| an appropriations act, the fee schedule shall take effect and
24| the colleges shall expend the funds on instruction. If the

25| Legislature provides for an alternative fee schedule in an

26| appropriations act, the fee schedule shall take effect the

27| subsequent fall senester

28 Section 6. Section 1011.83, Florida Statutes, is

29| anended to read:

30 1011.83 Financial support of conmunity coll eges.--

31
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1 (1) Each conmmunity coll ege that has been approved by

2| the Departnment of Education and neets the requirenments of |aw
3| and rules of the State Board of Education shall participate in
4| the Community Coll ege Program Fund. However, funds to support
5| workforce education progranms conducted by conmunity coll eges
6| shall be provided pursuant to s. 1011. 80.

7 (2) Funding for baccal aureate degree prograns approved
8| pursuant to s. 1007.33 shall be specified in the Genera

9| Appropriations Act. A student in a baccal aureate degree

10| program approved pursuant to s. 1007.33 who is not classified
11| as a resident for tuition purposes pursuant to s. 1009.21

12| shall not be included in calculations of full-tinme equival ent
13| enrollnents for state funding purposes.

14 (3) Funds specifically appropriated by the Legislature
15| for baccal aureate degree programs approved pursuant to s.

16| 1007.33 may be used only for such programs. A community

17| college shall fund the nonrecurring costs related to the

18| initiation of a new baccal aureate degree program under s.

19| 1007.33 without new state appropriations unless special grant
20| funds are appropriated in the General Appropriations Act. A
21| new baccal aureate degree program nmay not accept students

22| without a recurring legislative appropriation for this

23 ur pose.

24 (4) State policy for funding baccal aureate degree

25| prograns approved pursuant to s. 1007.33 shall be to limt

26| state support for recurring operating purposes to no nore than
27| 85 percent of the anpunt of state expenditures for direct

28| instruction per credit hour in upper-level state university
29| programs. A community college may tenporarily exceed this

30| Limt due to normal enrollnment fluctuations or unforeseeabl e
31| circunstances or while phasing in new prograns. This
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1| subsection does not authorize the Departnent of Education to
2| withhold legislative appropriations to any comunity coll ege.
3 (5) A community college that grants baccal aureate

4| degrees shall mamintain reporting and funding distinctions

5| between any baccal aureate degree program approved under s.

6| 1007.33 and any other baccal aureate degree progdrans invol ving
7| traditional concurrent-use partnerships.

8 Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 1013.60, Florida
9| Statutes, is anmended to read:

10 1013.60 Legislative capital outlay budget request.--
11 (2) The conm ssioner shall submit to the Governor and
12| to the Legislature an integrated, conprehensive budget request
13| for educational facilities construction and fixed capita

14| outl ay needs for school districts, comunity coll eges, and

15| universities, pursuant to the provisions of s. 1013.64 and

16| applicabl e provisions of chapter 216. Each comrunity coll ege
17| board of trustees and each university board of trustees shal
18| submit to the commi ssioner a 3-year plan and data required in
19| the devel opnent of the annual capital outlay budget. Comrmunity
20| college boards of trustees may request funding for al
21| authorized prograns. Such a request for funding nmust be
22| submitted as a part of the 3-year priority list for conmmunity
23| colleges pursuant to s. 1013.64(4)(a). Enrollnment in approved
24| baccal aureate dedgree prograns or baccal aureate degree prograns
25| offered under a fornmal adgreenment with a state university
26| pursuant to s. 1007.33 may be conputed into the survey of need
27| for facilities if the partner is not defraying the cost. No
28| further disbursenents shall be made from the Public Education
29| Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund to a board of
30| trustees that fails to tinely submit the required data unti
31| such board of trustees submits the data.
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Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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