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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 1710
By Senator W se

5-1217-06 See HB
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to regional consortium service
organi zations; anending s. 1001.451, F.S.
requiring the deternination of services and use
of funds to be established by the board of
directors of a regional consortium service
organi zation; authorizing establishnment of
pur chasi ng and bidding prograns in lieu of
i ndi vi dual school district bid arrangenents;
aut horizing establishnment of an educati ona
foundati on governed by an educati ona
foundati on board of directors; providing for
use of property, facilities, and personne
services by an educational foundation;

requiring audits; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1001.451, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1001. 451 Regional consortium service
organi zations.--In order to provide a full range of prograns
to larger nunbers of students, mnimze duplication of
servi ces, and encourage the devel opnent of new prograns and
services:

(1) School districts with 20,000 or fewer unwei ghted
full-time equival ent students, devel opnental research
(l aboratory) school s established pursuant to s. 1002. 32, and
the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind may enter into
cooperative agreenents to forma regional consortium service
organi zati on. Each regional consortium service organi zation
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shall provide, at a minimum three of the foll owi ng services:
exceptional student education; teacher education centers;
envi ronnental education; federal grant procurement and

coordi nation; data processing; health insurance; risk
management insurance; staff devel opnment; purchasing; or

pl anni ng and accountability.

(2)(a) Each regional consortium service organization
that consists of four or nore school districts is eligible to
receive, through the Department of Education, an incentive
grant of $50, 000 per school district and eligible menber to be
used for the delivery of services within the participating

school districts. The determ nation of services and use of

such funds shall be established by the board of directors of

the regional consortiumservice organization

(b) Application for incentive grants shall be nmade to
t he Commi ssioner of Education by July 30 of each year for
distribution to qualifying regional consortium service
organi zations by January 1 of the fiscal year

(3) In order to economcally provide prograns_and

services to participating school districts and nenbers, a

regional consortium service organi zation nay establish

pur chasi ng and bi ddi ng prograns, including construction and

constructi on managenent arrangenents, in lieu of individua

school district bid arrangements. Participation in regiona

consortiumservice organi zation bids shall be acconplished by

action of an individual district school board through a letter

of intent to participate and shall be reflected in officia

district school board m nutes.

(4) A reqgional consortiumservice organization board

of directors may elect to establish an educational foundation

i ndependent of the regional consortium service organi zation's
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1| school district of record to be governed by an educationa

2| foundation board of directors. The educational foundation nust
3| be a Florida not-for-profit corporation incorporated under the
4| provisions of chapter 617 and approved by the Departnent of
5[ State. A regional consortium service organization board of

6| directors may permit the use of property, facilities, and

7| personnel services of the regional consortium service

8| organi zati on by an approved educational foundation. An

9| approved educational foundation with nore than $100,000 in
10| expenditures or expenses nust provide for an annual financia
11| audit of its accounts and records to be conducted by an

12| independent certified public accountant. The annual audit

13| report shall be submitted within 9 nonths after the end of the
14| fiscal year to the educational foundation board of directors
15| and the reqgional consortium service organi zation board of

16| directors.

17 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006
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