Fl ori da Senate - 2006 CS for SB 1752

By the Comrittee on Transportation; and Senator Sebesta

596- 1870- 06

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to driver's licenses; anending
3 s. 322.051, F.S.; providing for a person to be
4 i ssued an identification card at no cost

5 foll owi ng voluntary surrender of a driver's

6 Iicense or suspension or revocation of a

7 driver's license under certain conditions;

8 aut horizing issuance of an identification card
9 having a gold marking; anending s. 322.126

10 F.S.; revising the requirenent that a physician
11 report to the Departnment of Hi ghway Safety and
12 Mot or Vehi cl es any patient diagnosed with

13 epi | epsy, catal epsy, or narcol epsy, which has
14 been unresponsive to nedical treatnent;

15 provi ding that there shall be no nmonetary

16 liability or cause of action with respect to a
17 physi ci an meki ng such a report under certain
18 ci rcunstances; anending s. 322.18, F.S.

19 requiring that the departnent issue a |icense
20 that expires within a specified period,
21 notwi t hst andi ng ot her provisions to the
22 contrary, if the person applying for the
23 license is older than a specified age
24 provi ding an effective date.
25
26| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (1) of
29| section 322.051, Florida Statutes, to read:
30 322.051 ldentification cards.--
31
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(1) Any person who is 12 years of age or older, or any
person who has a disability, regardless of age, who applies
for a disabled parking permt under s. 320.0848, may be issued
an identification card by the departnment upon conpletion of an
application and paynment of an application fee.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this

chapter, an applicant for an original or a renewal of an

identification card who has voluntarily surrendered his or her

driver's license or has had his or her license suspended or

revoked pursuant to s. 322.221 or s. 322.27(1)(c) shall be

issued the identification card at no cost. |In accordance wth

this subsection, a person who voluntarily surrendered his or

her license nay be issued at his or her option an

identification card that has a distinctive gold nmarking.

Section 2. Section 322.126, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

322.126 Report of disability to departnment; content;
use. - -

(1) For the purpose of the reports authorized by this
section, the Departnment of Hi ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles,
assisted by the Medical Advisory Board, shall

(a) Define nmental or physical disabilities affecting
the ability of a person to safely operate a nmotor vehicle.

(b) Devel op and keep current coded restrictions to be
pl aced upon drivers' |icenses of persons who are required to
wear medical identification bracelets when operating a notor
vehicl e.

(2) Any physieian- persons- or agency having know edge
of any licensed driver's or applicant's nmental or physica
disability to drive or need to obtain or to wear a nedica
i dentification bracelet is authorized to report such know edge
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1| to the Departnment of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles. The

2| report should be made in witing giving the full name, date of
3| birth, address, and a description of the alleged disability of
4| any person over 15 years of age having nental or physica

5| disorders that could affect his or her driving ability.

6 (3) Notwithstanding any other |aw, a physician

7| Licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459 shall report

8| immediately to the departnment in witing the full nane, date
9| of birth, and address of each patient older than 15 years of
10| age whom the physician has di agnosed with epil epsy, catal epsy,
11| or narcolepsy, which has been unresponsive to nedica

12| treatnment. There shall be no nonetary liability on the part

13| of, and no cause of action for damages shall arise against,

14| any physician for any action taken without intentional fraud,
15| or for the failure to take any action, in carrying out the

16| provisions of this subsection.

17 (4) 63> The reports authorized by this section shall be
18| confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1)

19| and shall be used solely for the purpose of determ ning the
20| qualifications of any person to operate a notor vehicle on the
21| highways of this state. No civil or criminal action nay be
22| brought agai nst any physician, person, or agency who provi des
23| the information required herein.

24 (54 No report forwarded under the provisions of

25| this section shall be used as evidence in any civil or

26| crimnal trial or in any court proceeding.

27 Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 322.18, Florida
28| Statutes, is anended to read:

29 322.18 Oiginal applications, licenses, and renewal s;
30| expiration of |icenses; delinquent |icenses.--

31
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1 (2) Each applicant who is entitled to the issuance of
2| adriver's license, as provided in this section, shall be

3| issued a driver's license, as follows:

4 (a) An applicant applying for an original issuance

5| shall be issued a driver's |icense which expires at ni dnight
6| on the licensee's birthday which next occurs on or after the
7| sixth anniversary of the date of issue.

8 (b) An applicant applying for a renewal issuance or

9| renewal extension shall be issued a driver's |license or

10| renewal extension sticker which expires at m dni ght on the

11| licensee's birthday which next occurs 4 years after the nonth
12| of expiration of the license being renewed, except that a

13| driver whose driving record reflects no convictions for the
14| preceding 3 years shall be issued a driver's |icense or

15| renewal extension sticker which expires at m dnight on the

16| licensee's birthday which next occurs 6 years after the nonth
17| of expiration of the license being renewed.

18 (c) Notwithstandi ng any ot her provision of this

19| chapter, if an applicant establishes his or her identity for a
20| driver's license using a docunent authorized under s.

21| 322.08(2)(c)5., the driver's license shall expire in

22| accordance with paragraph (b). After an initial show ng of

23| such docunentation, he or she is exenpted from having to renew
24| or obtain a duplicate in person.

25 (d) Notwithstandi ng any ot her provision of this

26| chapter, if an applicant establishes his or her identity for a
27| driver's license using a docunment authorized in s.

28| 322.08(2)(c)6. or 7., the driver's license shall expire 2

29| years after the date of issuance or upon the expiration date
30| cited on the United States Departnent of Honel and Security

31| documents, whichever date first occurs.
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(e) Notwithstandi ng any ot her provision of this
chapter, an applicant applying for an original or renewa
i ssuance of a conmercial driver's license as defined in s.
322.01(7), with a hazardous-nmaterials endorsenent, pursuant to
s. 322.57(1)(e), shall be issued a driver's license that
expires at midnight on the licensee's birthday that next
occurs 4 years after the nonth of expiration of the license
bei ng i ssued or renewed.

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of this

chapter, the driver's license of any person expires at

m dni ght on the licensee's 80th birthday. A license issued to

a person after that person is 80 yvears of age shall expire at

n dni ght on the |licensee's birthday that next occurs on or

after the fourth anniversary of the date of issue.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1752

This CS clarifies the mandatory reporting by physicians is for
the conditions of epilepsy, catal epsy, or narco eps¥, whi ch
has been unresponsive to nedical treatnent and nodifies the
liability Ian?uage. Al so, the CS specifies a driver's license
expires on a licensee's 80th birthday and requires a nandatory
four year renewal period for persons who are 80 years of age
or older. Finally, the CS deletes the provisions creating the
Fl ori da Safety Resource Center Program
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