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1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to election code violations;
3 anmendi ng s. 104.271, F.S.; including persons,
4 political commttees, electioneering
5 comuni cations entities, and politica
6 organi zati ons subject to the requirenments of 26
7 U S.C s. 527 in a prohibition on nmaliciously
8 maki ng a fal se statenent about a candi date;
9 provi di ng penalties; providing an effective
10 dat e.
11
12| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
13
14 Section 1. Section 104.271, Florida Statutes, is
15| amended to read:
16 104. 271 False or malicious charges against, or false
17| statenents about, eppesing candi dates; penalty.--
18 (1) Any candidate who, in a primary el ection or other
19| election, willfully charges an opposing candi date
20| participating in such election with a violation of any
21| provision of this code, which charge is known by the candi date
22| maki ng such charge to be false or malicious, is guilty of a
23| felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
24| 775.082 or s. 775.083 and, in addition, after conviction shal
25| be disqualified to hold office.
26 (2) Any candidate, person, political comittee
27| electioneering conmmunications entity, or politica
28| organi zation subject to the requirenents of 26 U S.C._ s. 527
29| that whe, in a primary election or other election, with actua
30| malice nmakes or causes to be made any statenent about a an
31| eppesing candidate which is false commts +s—guitty—of a
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1| violation of this code. An aggrieved candidate may file a
2| conplaint with the Florida Elections Comm ssion pursuant to s.
3| 106.25. The comm ssion shall adopt rules to provide an

4| expedited hearing of conmplaints filed under this subsection
5| Notwi thstandi ng any ot her provision of |law, the conm ssion
6| shall assess a civil penalty of up to $5,000 agai nst any

7| candidate, person, political conmittee, electioneering

8| communi cations entity, or political organization subject to
9| the requirenments of 26 U.S.C._s. 527 found in violation of
10| this subsection, which shall be deposited to the account of
11| the General Revenue Fund of the state.

12 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006
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