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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 1890
By Senator Margolis

35-1198-06 See HB 697
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to judicial circuit
di rect -support organi zations; providing a
definition; providing for a direct-support
organi zation in a judicial circuit; providing
for organi zati on and operation of the
organi zation for certain purposes; providing
for approval of the organization by the state
attorney of a judicial circuit; providing for a
board of directors; providing for appointnment
of a president of the board; providing for
appoi nt nent of board menbers; authorizing a
state attorney's office of a judicial circuit
to permt certain uses of certain property and
facilities of the office by the direct-support
organi zation for certain purposes; providing
limtations; authorizing a state attorney to
adopt certain rules; requiring the
di rect-support organi zation to subnit certain
information to the state attorney's office of a
judicial circuit; requiring the organization to
provi de for an annual financial audit;

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Direct-support organi zation; definition

board of directors; use of property:; budgets and reports:;

audi t . - -

(1) DEFINTION --For the purpose of this section, the

term"direct-support organi zati on" neans_an _organi zation
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(a) Wich is a corporation not for profit that is

incorporated under the provisions of chapter 617, Florida

Statutes, exenpted fromfiling fees, and approved by the

Departnent of State.

(b) Established, organized, and operated in a judicia

circuit to benefit victins of crinme and conduct crine

prevention activities; raise funds; request and receive

grants, qgifts, and bequests of npneys: acquire, receive, hold,

invest, and administer, in its own nane, securities, funds,

obj ects of value, or other property, real or personal:; and

make expenditures to or for the direct or indirect benefit of

victins.

(c) Determined by the state attorney's office of the

judicial circuit to be consistent with the priority issues and

obj ectives of such state attorney's office and in the best

interest of the state.

(d) Approved in witing by the state attorney of the

judicial circuit to operate for the purposes specified in

paragraph (b). Such approval shall be in a letter of adgreenent

fromthe state attorney of the judicial circuit.

(2) BOARD OF DI RECTORS. --The organi zation shall be

governed by a board of directors. The state attorney of the

judicial circuit shall appoint a president of the board. The

board of directors shall consist of up to 15 nenbers appointed

by the president of the board. The terns of office of the

nenbers shall be 3 years. Menbers nust be residents of the

state and hi ghly know edgeabl e about issues relating to

victins of crines and crine prevention activities. I n nmaking

appoi ntnents, the board nust consider a potential nenber's

background in conmmunity service. The board nmay renpve any

nenber for cause and shall fill vacancies that occur
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(3) USE OF PROPERTY. - -

(a) The state attorney of the judicial circuit may

permit, wthout charge, appropriate use of fixed property and

facilities by the direct-support organi zation subject to the

provisions of this section. Such use nmust be directly in

keeping with the approved purpose of the direct-support

organi zation and may not be nade at tines or places that would

unreasonably interfere with opportunities for staff, victins,

and witnesses to use the areas for established purposes.

(b) The state attorney of the judicial circuit may

prescribe by rule any condition with which the direct-support

organi zation organi zed under this section nmust conply in order

to use fixed property or facilities of the state attorney's

office of the judicial circuit.

(c) The state attorney's office of the judicia

circuit may not pernit the use of any fixed property or

facilities of such office by a direct-support organi zation

organi zed under this section which does not provide equa

nmenbership and enpl oynent opportunities to all persons

regardl ess of race, color, religion, sex, age, or nationa

origin.
(4) ANNUAL BUDGETS AND REPORTS. - - The direct-support

organi zation shall submt to the state attorney's office of

the judicial circuit its federal |Internal Revenue Service

Application for Recognition of Exenption form (Form 1023) and

its federal Internal Revenue Service Return of Organi zation

Exenpt from |l ncone Tax form (Form 990).

(5) ANNUAL AUDIT.--The direct-support organi zation

shal|l provide for an annual financial audit in accordance wth
s. 215.981, Florida Statutes.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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