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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SENATOR ANMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 1980

Bar code 401062

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Fl oor: 1s/AD/ 2R
05/ 05/ 2006 12: 03 PM

Senator Garcia noved the foll owi ng anendrment to anendment

(021596) :

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 125, line 16, through

page 128, line 16, delete those lines

and insert:

Section 38. (1) For the 2006-2007 fiscal year, the

sumof $250 million is appropriated on a nonrecurring basis

fromthe General Revenue Fund to the |Insurance Reqgul atory

Trust Fund in the Departnent of Financial Services for

pur poses of the Florida Conprehensive Hurri cane Dannge

Mtigation Programspecified in s. 215.5586, Florida Statutes,

as created by this act. The departnment shall establish a

separate account within the trust fund for accounting

ur poses.

(2) The sumof $250 mllion is appropriated fromthe

| nsurance Requlatory Trust Fund in the Departnent of Financia

Services for the purposes set forth in subsection (1). The

department may expend up to 1 percent of the funds
1
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appropriated to adm ni ster the program Begi nni ng Oct ober 15,

2007, and quarterly thereafter, the Chief Financial Oficer

shall provide a report to the Executive Ofice of the Governor

and the chair and vice chair of the Leqislative Budget

Commi ssi on _containing informati on regardi ng expendi tures made

for the purposes set forth in subsection (1).

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 216.301

Florida Statutes, to the contrary, the unexpended bal ance of

appropriations authorized in subsections (1) and (2) shall not

revert until June 30, 2009.

Section 39. The sumof $250 million is appropriated

fromthe General Revenue Fund on a nonrecurring basis to the

State Board of Administration for purposes of the Insurance

Capital Build-Up |Incentive Program established pursuant to s.

215.5595, Florida Statutes, as created by this act. Costs and

fees incurred by the board in adninistering this program

i ncluding fees for investnment services, shall be paid from

funds appropriated by the Leqgislature for this program but

are limted to 1 percent of the anmpunt appropriated.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of s. 216.301, Florida

Statutes, to the contrary, the unexpended bal ance of this

appropriation shall not revert until June 30, 2007.

Section 40. (1) The Leqgislature finds that the

hurri canes of 2004 and 2005 caused unprecedented property

damage that led to increased property insurance prem uns and

deficits in state-created insurance entities, resulted in

assessnments that were recouped by insurers from policyhol ders,

and future assessnments are expected to be | evied against

insurers and policyholders. Hurricane damage and | osses

requi re pernmanent residents who are honeowners and npbil e

homeowners to incur extraordinary costs associated with
2
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preparing and protecting their fanmlies and property from

potential or actual storm damage. Florida has experienced a

budget surplus in the 2005-2006 fiscal year, which is due in

part to escal ating property and construction naterial prices

that are paid disproportionately by permanent residents of

hones and nobil e hones. The Leqgislature intends to provide

i nsurance premiumand related tax relief and refund to these

Floridians a portion of the budget surplus.

(2) For the 2006-2007 fiscal year, the sumof $715

mllion is appropriated fromnonrecurring funds in the CGenera

Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Financial Services to be

used to issue a refund of insurance premuns _and rel ated state

taxes paid in 2006 and expected to be paid in 2007 of up to

5140 per eliqgible household, and as further provided in this

section. As used in this section, the term"departnent" neans

t he Departnent of Financial Seryvices.

(3) The refund shall be issued in the formof a check

drawn on the CGeneral Revenue Fund. Each check shall be payabl e

to the owner of an eligible household. If there are multiple

owners of an eliqgible household, the check shall be nmde

jointly payable to the multiple owers. Not nore than one

refund shall be paid to any owner or coowner of an eligible

househol d. Refund checks shall be nmiled as soon as practical

(4 (a) The departnent shall deternine the nunber of

refund checks and the identity of payees.

(b) The Departnment of Revenue and the Departnent of

H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles shall assist the departnent

in conpiling the list of eligible households, nmiling the

refund checks, and review ng petitions of eligible househol ds

for refunds. The list nust be in the format specified by the

depart nent .
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(c) If the nunmber of refund checks determ ned pursuant

to paragraph (a) multiplied by $140 exceeds the appropriation

avail abl e for such purpose, the departnent shall reduce the

refund anpunt per check in an ampunt sufficient to reduce the

sum of the refunds to equal the appropriation. Gherw se, the

refund ampunt per check shall be $140.

(5) After the departnent has nmil ed refund checks to

all known eligible households, the departnent shall specify a

time period during which eligible households that have not

received a refund check nay petition the departnent for a

refund check. Denial of the application represents fina

agency action and is subject to judicial review under s.

120.68, Florida Statutes. Failure to file a petition with the

department during the tine period specified by the departnent

constitutes a waiver of any claimfor a refund under this

section. The refund anpbunt per check shall be the amunt per

check determ ned pursuant to paradgraph (3)(c).

(6) Any person who knowingly and willfully gives fal se

information for the purpose of claimng a refund under this

section conmmits a m sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable

as provided in s. 775.082, Florida Statutes, or by a fine not

exceedi ng $5, 000, or both.

(7)  Notwithstanding s. 17.26, Florida Statutes,

warrants that are not presented within 6 months after issuance

shall be void. The uncashed anpunts shall be available for

maki ng refund paynents pursuant to this act.

(8 As used in this section, the term"eliqgible

househol d" neans:

(a) A permanent residence as defined in s. 196.012,

Florida Statutes, who qualifies for the honestead exenption

under s. 6, Art. VII of the State Constitution and s. 196.031
4
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Florida Statutes, as shown on the 2006 property tax rolls as

certified by the county property appraiser to the Department

of Revenue pursuant to s. 193.1142, Florida Statutes; or

(b) A npbile hone that does not qualify pursuant to

paragraph (a), owned by a person who pernmanently resides in

that npbile hone, and for which the annual regqgistrationis

current _as of July 1, 2006, pursuant to chapter 320, Florida

Statutes. Pernmanent residency nust be established pursuant to

the factors listed in s. 196.015, Florida Statutes.

(9) Fromthe funds appropriated by this section

(a) The anpunt of $705, 350,000 may be used by the

Departnment _of Financial Services for refund checks that are

initially maiiled to owners of all known eligible househol ds;

(b) The ampunt of $2.2 nmillion may be transferred to,

and used by, the Departnent of Revenue for the purpose of

adm nistering this section;

(c) The anpunt of $150,000 may be transferred to and

used by the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles

for the purpose of administering this section

(d)  The ampunt of $2.3 nmillion may be used by the

Departnent of Financial Services for the purpose of

adm nistering this act; and

(e) The anmpunt of $5 million may be used by the

Departnent _of Financial Services for refund paynents pursuant

to applications filed after the initial refund checks are

nailed to owners of all known eligible households. Any unused

portion of the appropriation available for refund paynments

initially miled to owners of all known eligible househol ds

shall be available for refund paynents pursuant to

applications filed during the tine period specified by the

depart nent .
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—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============

And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On page 140, lines 2-21, delete those lines

and insert:
provi di ng appropriations; naking |egislative
findings regardi ng hurricane damage and t he
i mpact on insurance prem uns; providing
| egislative intent to provide insurance prem um
and related tax relief; requiring the
Depart nent of Financial Services to issue
refunds of up to a specified anmount per
el i gi bl e househol d; providing for the refund
check to be drawn on the General Revenue Fund;
providing limtations on refunds; requiring the
Depart ment of Revenue and the Departnent of
H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles to assist the
department in responsibilities related to the
refunds; providing a method for calculating the
amount of the refund; requiring the depart nment
to establish a tinme period during which an
el i gi bl e household not in receipt of a refund
may petition for a refund; providing that
deni al of an application represents fina
agency action that is subject to judicia
review under s. 120.68, F.S.; providing a
penalty for giving false information; providing
that warrants not presented within 6 nmonths are
voi d; defining the term"eligible househol d";
al l ocating the appropriations for providing and

adm ni stering the refunds; repealing s.
6
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