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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SENATOR ANMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 2048

Bar code 073220

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Fl oor: 9/ AD/ 2R
05/ 03/ 2006 01: 05 PM

Senator Lynn nmoved the foll owi ng amendnent:

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnment)
On page 43, |line 18, through

page 47, line 25, delete those |ines

and insert:
Section 21. Section 1003.428, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1003. 428 GCeneral requirenents for high schoo

graduation; revised.--

(1) Except as otherw se authorized pursuant to s.

1003. 429, beginning with students entering their first year of

hi gh school in the 2007-2008 school year, graduation requires

t he successful conpletion of a mnimmof 24 credits or an

Advanced International Certificate of Education Curricul um or

an I nternational Baccal aureate curricul um

(2) The 24 credits may be earned through applied,

i ntegrated, and conbi ned courses approved by the Departnent of

Educati on and shall be distributed as foll ows:

(a) Sixteen core curriculumcredits:
1
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1. Four credits in English, with major concentration

in conposition, technical reading, and literature.

2. Four credits in mathemntics, one of which nust be

Algebra |, a series of courses equivalent to Algebra |, or a

hi gher-1evel mathenntics course.

3. Three credits in science, two of which nust have a

| abor at ory conponent.

4. Three credits in social studies as follows: one

credit in American history; one credit in world history;

one-half credit in economcs; and one-half credit in Anerican

gover nnent .

5. One credit in fine arts.

6. One credit in physical education, to include

i ntegration of health.

(b) Eight credits in majors, nminors, or electives:

1. Four credits in a nmpjor area of interest selected

by the student as part of the career and education pl an

required by s. 1003.4156.

2. Four credits in elective courses selected by the

student as part of the career and education plan required by

s. 1003.4156. These credits may be conbined to allow for a

second major area of interest pursuant to subparagraph 1.; a

mnor area of interest, or elective courses, intensive

readi ng, or nmathematics intervention courses; or

credit-recovery courses as described in this subparagraph

a. | nt ensi ve reading or mat hemati cs i ntervention

courses are based on student perfornmance on the FCAT. These

courses shoul d be conpetency based and offered through

i nnovative delivery systens, including conputer-assisted

instruction. School districts should use |earning gains, other

appropriate data, and incentives to identify and reward
2
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hi gh-perform ng teachers in reading and nmathenntics who teach

i nt ensi ve-interventi on courses.

(1) For each year in which a student scores at Level 1

on FCAT reading, the student nust be enrolled in and compl ete

an _intensive reading course the follow ng vear. Placenent of

Level 2 readers in either an intensive reading course or a

content area course in which reading strategies are delivered

shall be determ ned by diagnosis of reading needs. The

Departnent of Education shall provide qui dance on appropriate

strategies for targeting the varying instructional needs of

students who are readi ng bel ow grade | evel. Readi ng courses

nust be designed and offered pursuant to the reading

instruction plan required by s. 1001.62(8).

(11) For each year in which a student scores at Leve

1 or Level 2 on FCAT mmthematics, the student nust receive

renedi ation the followi ng year. Renedi ati on may be provi ded

t hrough requl ar, applied, integrated, or conbi ned courses.

These courses are subject to approval by the Departnment of

Education for inclusion in the Course Code Directory.

b. Credit-recovery courses are provided so that

students can sinmultaneously earn an elective credit and the

recovered credit. These courses should be conpetency-based and

of fered through innovative delivery systens, including

conput er - assi sted i nstruction.

(3) District school boards shall establish policies to

i npl emrent _the requirenments of secondary school reform pursuant

to s. 1003.415. The policies nust address each of the

foll owi ng:

(a) Applied, integrated, and conbi ned courses that

provide flexibility for students to enroll in creative npjors

and nminors, elective courses, and credit-recovery courses.
3
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(b) Procedures for placing and pronmoting students who

enter high school fromout of state or froma foreign country.

The policies may allow alternative nethods for students to

denpbnstrate conpetency in the courses required by this

secti on.

(c) Grade forgiveness.

(d)  Sunmer academ es for students to receive intensive

intervention courses in reading and mathenntics or conpetency

based credit-recovery courses. A student's participation in an

instructional or renediation programprior to or imediately

followi ng entering grade 9 for the first tinme shall not affect

that student's classification as a first-tine 9th grader for

reporting purposes, including calculation of graduation and

dr opout rates.

(e) Credit recovery courses shall be offered so that

students may sinultaneously earn an elective credit and the

recovered credit.

(f) Strategies to support teachers' pursuit of the

readi ng endor senent _and enphasi ze readi ng i nstruction

pr of essi onal devel opnment for content area teachers.

() Creative and flexible alternative scheduling

desi gned to neet student needs.

(h) Career and education planning for students who do

not have a 4- to 5-year acadenic and career plan. Each

student's plan nust be signed by the student, the student's

qui dance counsel or _or academ c _advi sor _and the student's

parent .

(i) Tools for parents to reqgularly nonitor student

progress and conmuni cate with teachers.

(j) Additional course requirenents for graduation

whi ch nay be deternm ned by each school district in the student
4
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progr essi on _pl an.

(4) The Departnment of Education shall increase the

nunmber of approved applied, integrated, and conbi ned courses

avail able to school districts and shall coordi nate policies

and assi stance across the departnent in order to support the

successful inmplenentation of this section by school districts.

Courses submitted for approval by school districts, including

t hose that combine technical skills and academ c content, nust

be received by the Departnent of Education no |ater than 5

nont hs before the beqgi nning of the school termin which such

courses are planned to be offered. The State Board of

Educati on nmust approve or di sapprove courses no later than 3

nmont hs before the school termin which such courses are

pl anned to be offered. The Departnent of Educati on shal

present newl y proposed courses to the board for approval a

m ni mum of three tines annually.

(5)(a) A district school board may require specific

courses and prograns of study within the nmininmumcredit

requi rements for high school graduation and shall nodify basic

courses, as necessary, to assure exceptional students the

opportunity to nmeet the graduation requirenments for a standard

di pl oma, using one of the follow ng strateqies:

1. Assignnent of the exceptional student to an

exceptional education class for instruction in a basic course

with the sane student performance standards as those required

of nonexceptional students in the district school board

student progression plan; or

2. Assignnment of the exceptional student to a basic

education class for instruction that is nodified to

accommpdat e the student's exceptionality.

(b) The district school board shall determ ne which of
5
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t hese strateqgies to enploy based upon an assessnent of the

student's needs and shall reflect this decision in the

student's individual education plan

(6) Each district school board shall establish

standards for graduation fromits schools, which nust include:

(a) Successful conpletion of the academ c credit or

curriculumrequirenents of subsections (1) and (2).

(b) Earning passing scores on the FCAT, as defined in

s. 1008.22(3)(c), or scores on a standardi zed test that are

concordant with passing scores on the FCAT as defined in s.

1008. 22(9) .

(c) Conpletion of all other applicable requirenents

prescribed by the district school board pursuant to s.

1008. 25.

(d) Achi evenent of a cunul ative grade point average of

2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required

by this section.

(7) The State Board of Education, after a public

hearing and consideration, shall adopt rules based upon the

recomendati ons of the comm ssioner for the provision of test

accommodati ons and nodifications of procedures as necessary

for students with disabilities which will denpbnstrate the

student's abilities rather than reflect the student's inpaired

sensory, manual , speaking, or psychol ogi cal process skills.

(8) The public hearing and consideration required in

subsection (5) shall not be construed to anend or nullify the

requi renents of security relating to the contents of

exani nations or assessnment instrunments and rel ated materials

or data as prescribed in s. 1008. 23.

(9Y(a) A student who neets all requirenents prescribed

in subsections (1), (2), (3), and (4) shall be awarded a
6
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standard diplonma in a formprescribed by the State Board of

Educati on.

(b) A student who conpletes the m ni num nunber of

credits and other requirenents prescribed by subsections (1),

2), and (3), but who is unable to neet the standards of

par agraph (4)(b), paragraph (4)(c), or paragraph (4)(d), shal

be awarded a certificate of conpletion in a form prescribed by

the State Board of Education. However, any student who is

otherwise entitled to a certificate of conpletion nay elect to

remain in the secondary school either as a full-tine student

or a part-tinme student for up to 1 additional year and receive

special instruction designed to renedy his or her identified

defi ci enci es.

(10)(a) Each district school board nust provide

instruction to prepare students with disabilities to

denponstrate proficiency in the skills and conpetencies

necessary for successful grade-to-qgrade progression and high

school graduati on.

(b) A student with a disability, as defined in s.

1007.02(2), for whomthe individual education plan (IEP)

comm ttee determ nes that the FCAT cannot accurately neasure

the student's abilities taking into consideration al

al | owabl e accommpdati ons, shall have the FCAT requirenent of

par agr aph (4)(b) wai ved for the purpose of receiving a

standard hi gh school diplonmn, if the student:

1. Completes the nminimumnunber of credits and other

requi rements prescribed by subsections (1), (2), and (3).

2. Does not neet the requirenents of paragraph (4)(b)

after one opportunity in 10th grade and one opportunity in

11t h grade.
(11) The Conmi ssioner of Education nmay award a
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standard hi gh school diplona to honorably di scharged veterans

who started high school between 1937 and 1946 and were

schedul ed to graduate between 1941 and 1950 but were inducted

into the United States Arnmed Forces between Septenber 16,

1940, and Decenber 31, 1946, prior to conpleting the necessary

hi gh school graduation requirenents. Upon the recommendati on

of the commi ssioner, the State Board of Education nay devel op

criteria and guidelines for awardi ng such dipl onms.

(12) The Conmi ssioner of Education nmay award a

standard hi gh school diploma to honorably discharged veterans

who started high school between 1946 and 1950 and were

schedul ed to graduate between 1950 and 1954, but were inducted

into the United States Arned Forces between June 27, 1950, and

January 31, 1955, and served during the Korean Conflict prior

to conpleting the necessary high school graduation

requi renents. Upon the recommendati on of the conm ssioner, the

State Board of Education nay develop criteria and quidelines

for awardi ng such dipl omas.

(13) The State Board of Education may adopt rul es

pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inmplenent the

provi sions of this section and nay enforce the provisions of

this section pursuant to s. 1008. 32.

—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 4, lines 9 and 10, delete those lines

and insert:
districts; requiring strategies for exceptiona
students to neet graduation requirenents;
8
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requiring standards for graduation; requiring
rules for test accommodati ons and nodifications
in certain cases; providing requirenents for
standard di pl onas and certificates of
conpletion with exceptions; authorizing
rul emaki ng and enforcement; amending s.

1003. 429,
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