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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 ( NP) SR 2144
By Senator Dockery

15-1262-06
Senat e Resol ution
A resol ution comrendi ng the Division of
Recreation and Parks within the Departnent of
Envi ronmental Protection on the excellence of
its managenment of Florida's magnificent state
park system and declaring a year-1ong

celebration of Florida State Parks.

WHEREAS, the Division of Recreation and Parks nanages
an expansive and di verse state park system spanni ng 720, 000
acres and 159 park properties, and has again received nationa
recognition for its partnerships, resource managenent,
recreation prograns, and innovative marketing initiatives
promoti ng ecotourism and

WHEREAS, Florida's park rangers, managers, and support
staff have dedicated their lives to "the Real Florida" as
great interpreters and stewards of the state's npbst treasured
natural and cultural resources, and

WHEREAS, Florida's countless public and private
partners have hel ped to provi de expanded resource-based
recreational opportunities for nore than 17 mllion annua
visitors to Florida's state parks, and

VWHEREAS, the Friends of Florida State Parks and 78
Citizen Support Organizations assisted the Florida Park
Service last year and nore than 6,000 volunteers donated a
record-breaking 1 mllion hours of service, the equival ent of
505 full-tinme enpl oyees, having a value of nore than $18
mllion, and

WHEREAS, the division's programknown as "Get REAL in
Florida State Parks" uses parks as classroons and provi des
programnms for school-aged children, seniors, other residents,
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and visitors to boost interest and participation in cultural
hi storical, and resource-based recreation, and

WHEREAS, in addition to preserving 720,000 acres of
Florida's finest, nost pristine natural areas for enjoynent by
this and future generations, the Division of Recreation and
Par ks has an annual direct econom c inpact of $665 mllion and
has created nore than 13,000 jobs for Florida's comunities,
and

WHEREAS, the Division of Recreation and Parks was
awar ded the prestigi ous 2005 National Gold Medal Award for
excellence in the field of park and recreati on nmanagenent and
Fl ori da was recogni zed as having the best state park systemin
all 50 states at the recent neeting of the National Recreation
and Park Associati on Annual Congress in San Antonio, Texas,
and

WHEREAS, the Division of Recreation and Parks is the
first state park systemin the nation to receive this award
twi ce, and has been nanmed a finalist or winner in each year of

eligibility, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Senate proclainms that the entire year of 2006
be cel ebrated statew de in honor of Florida State Parks and
authorizes the Departnment of Environnmental Protection to
cel ebrate and publicize the great acconplishments of the
Di vi si on of Recreation and Parks.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this resolution,
with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to Coll een
M Castille, Secretary of Environnmental Protection; Bob
Bal | ard, Deputy Secretary of Environnental Protection; and
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M ke Bul |l ock, Director of the Division of Recreation and
Par ks, as a tangi ble token of the sentinments of the Florida

Senat e.
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