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By Senator Fasano

11-601- 06 See HB 559

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to water nanagenent districts;
3 anending s. 373.0693, F.S.; conformng a

4 cross-reference; anending s. 373.073, F.S.

5 elimnating provisions for the appoi nt ment of
6 menbers to water nanagenent district governing
7 boards; requiring board nenbers to be el ected;
8 provi ding for staggered terns of office;

9 requiring vacancies to be filled by

10 gubernatorial appointment; directing the

11 governi ng board of each district to create

12 resi dence areas of equal population within the
13 district for the purpose of electing nenbers;
14 requiring such elections to be nonpartisan

15 aut hori zing board nenbers to anend residence
16 area boundaries under certain circunstances;
17 requiring such amendnments to be shown by

18 resol ution published for notice purposes and a
19 certified copy of such resolution submtted to
20 the Departnent of State follow ng adoption;
21 anmending s. 373.079, F.S.; providing for
22 i ncl usi on of board nmenmbers in the Senior
23 Managenment Service; renoving requirenents
24 subj ecti ng enpl oynent of an executive director
25 to gubernatorial approval and Senate
26 confirmation; providing an effective date
27
28| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29
30 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (8) of section
31| 373.0693, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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1 373.0693 Basins; basin boards.--

2 (8)(a) At 11:59 p.m on June 30, 1988, the area

3| transferred fromthe Southwest Florida Water Managenent

4| District to the St. Johns River Water Managenent District by
5| change of boundaries pursuant to chapter 76-243, Laws of

6| Florida, shall cease to be a subdistrict or basin of the St.

7| Johns River Water Managenent District known as the Okl awaha

8| River Basin and said Okl awaha Ri ver Basin shall cease to

9| exist. However, any recognition of an Okl awaha Ri ver Basin or
10| an Okl awaha River Hydrol ogic Basin for regulatory purposes

11| shall be unaffected. The area formerly known as the Okl awaha
12| River Basin shall continue to be part of the St. Johns River
13| Water Managenent District. There shall be established by the
14| governing board of the St. Johns River Water Managenent

15| District the Okl awaha River Basin Advisory Council to receive
16| public input and advise the St. Johns River Water Managenent
17| District's governing board on water nanagenent issues

18| affecting the Okl awaha Ri ver Basin. The Okl awaha Ri ver Basin
19| Advisory Council shall be appointed by action of the St. Johns
20| River Water Managenent District's governing board and shal

21| include one representative fromeach county which is wholly or
22| partly included in the Okl awaha Ri ver Basin. The St. Johns

23| River Water Managenent District's governing board nmenmber whose
24| residence area includes the area generally designated as the
25| Okl awaha Ri ver Basin hydrol ogic unit ewrrentby—serving

26| pursuvant—to—s—373073{2{e}3— shall serve as chair of the

27| Okl awaha River Basin Advisory Council. Menbers of the Okl awaha
28| River Basin Advisory Council shall receive no conpensation for
29| their services but are entitled to be reinbursed for per diem
30| and travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061

31
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Section 2. Section 373.073, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

373.073 Governing board. - -

(1) The governing board of each water nanagenent
district shall be conposed of 9 nenbers whe—shal—reside
w-thin—the—di-striet, except that the Sout hwest Florida Water
Managenment District shall be conmposed of 11 nenbers. Each

nenber of the governing board of a water managenent district

shall be a qualified elector of the district in which he or

she serves, shall be a resident of the district residence area

fromwhich he or she is elected, and shall nmintain that
residency throughout the termof office whe—shal—reside
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(2) Governing board nenbers shall be el ected begqinning

N
o

at_the 2008 general election for terns of 4 years, but such

N
»

terns_shall be staggered so that, alternately, one nore or one

N
~

less than half of the nenbers elected fromresidence areas are

N
(o]

elected every 2 vears. In order to acconplish staggered terns,

N
©

at_the 2008 general el ection, nenbers in odd-nunbered

w
o

districts shall be elected for two-year terns. The term of

w
e

office shall begin on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday
4
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in January of the yvear imediately follow ng the genera

el ection. A vacancy in office shall be filled by appointnent

of the Governor for the remainder of the termif |less than 28

months remain in the term otherwise until the first Tuesday

after the first Monday in January of the year immediately

followi ng the next general election. M#wbership—onr—governing
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(3) For the purpose of electing district governing

board nenbers, the existing governing board shall divide each

district into residence areas, which shall be nunbered

consecutively and which shall, as nearly as practicable, be

equal in population. District governing board nenbers shal

reside one in each of the residence areas, the areas together

covering the entire district, each of whom shall be el ected

only by the gqualified electors who reside in the sane

residence area as the nenber.

(4) District governing board nenmbers shall run in

nonpartisan elections and qualify with the Division of

El ections of the Departnent of State pursuant to the

requirenents of s. 99.061 for nulticounty district office.

(5) Once elected nenbers have been seated, the

district governing board may anend the boundari es of any

residence area at _a neeting of the governi ng board, provided

t hat :

(a) Such anmendments shall be nade only in odd-nunbered

ears; and

(b) No amendnent affecting the residence

gualifications of an incunbent nenber shall disqualify such

i ncunbent nenber during the termfor which he or she is

el ect ed.

(6) Anmendnents to boundaries of a residence area shal

be shown by resol ution published at | east once in _a newspaper

published in the district within 30 days after the adoption of

the resolution. A certified copy of the resolution shall be

transmitted to the Departnent of State within 30 days after

adoption of the resol ution.

Section 3. Section 373.079, Florida Statutes, is

anended to read:
9
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373.079 Menbers of governing board; oath of office;
staff.--

(1) Each nmenber of the governing board of the
district, before entering upon his or her official duties,
shal | take and subscribe to an oath, before sone officer
authorized by law to administer oaths, that the nmenber will
honestly, faithfully, and inpartially performthe duties
devol ving upon himor her in office as nenber of the governing
board of the district to which the nenmber was el ected
appetnted and that he or she will not neglect any of the
duties inmposed upon himor her by this chapter

(2) Imediately after their election appeintwent, and
every 2 years thereafter, the governing board shall neet at
some conveni ent place and choose sone suitable person, who may
or may not be a nenber of the governing board, and who nay be
required to execute bond for the faithful performance of his
or her duties as the governing board may determ ne, as
secretary. Such board shall adopt a seal with a suitable
device and shall keep a well-bound book entitled, in effect,
"Record of Governing Board of __ District," in which shal
be recorded mnutes of all neetings, resolutions, proceedings,
certificates, bonds given by all enpl oyees, and any and al
corporate acts, which book shall at reasonable tines be open
to the inspection of any citizen of this state or taxpayer in
the district or his or her agent or attorney.

(3) The chair and menbers of the board shall be exenpt

frompart Il of chapter 110 and included in the Senior

Managenent Service in accordance with s. 110.205(2)(f) reeeive
. : . ; , . FION
: r et . .
. . : d I
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. : : T
di-striets.

(4)(a) The governing board of the district is
authorized to enpl oy an executive director, onbudsman, and
such engi neers, other professional persons, and other
personnel and assistants as it deens necessary and under such

terms and conditions as it may determne and to terminate such

enpl oynent . Fhe—appoetnrtrent—ef—an—executive—direetor—by—the

governing board may del egate all or part of its authority
under this paragraph to the executive director. Fhre—executive

(b)1. The governing board of each water managenent

district shall enploy an inspector general, who shall report
directly to the board. However, the governing boards of the
Suwannee River Water Managenent District and the Northwest
Fl ori da Water Managenent District may jointly enploy an

i nspector general, or provide for inspector general services
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by interagency agreenment with a state agency or water
managenment di strict inspector general

2. An inspector general mnmust have the qualifications
prescri bed and performthe applicable duties of state agency
i nspectors general as provided in s. 20.055.

(5) The executive director nay enploy a | egal staff
for the purposes of:

(a) Providing | egal counsel to the executive director
and district staff on matters relating to the day-to-day
operations of the district;

(b) Representing the district in all proceedings of an
admi nistrative or judicial nature; and

(c) Oherwise assisting in the admnistration of the

provi sions of this chapter

Attorneys enpl oyed by the governing board nust represent the
| egal interest or position of the governing board.

(6) By resolution the governing board may determ ne
the location of its principal office and provide for the
change t hereof.

(7) The governing board shall neet at |east once a
nmont h and upon call of the chair

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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