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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. PCS for SB 2176 (682648)
Bar code 885184

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Comm FAV
03/ 22/ 2006 05:50 PM

The Conmittee on Health Care (Peaden) recomended the

foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

On page 32, between lines 6 and 7,

insert:

Section 8. Subsection (43) of section 408.07, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

408.07 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, with the
exception of ss. 408.031-408.045, the term

(43) "Rural hospital" neans an acute care hospita
i censed under chapter 395, having 100 or fewer |icensed beds
and an energency room and which is:

(a) The sole provider within a county with a
popul ation density of no greater than 100 persons per square
mle;

(b) An acute care hospital, in a county with a
popul ati on density of no greater than 100 persons per square
mle, whichis at |east 30 minutes of travel tine, on nornally
travel ed roads under normal traffic conditions, from another
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acute care hospital within the sane county;

(c) A hospital supported by a tax district or
subdi strict whose boundari es enconpass a popul ation of 100
persons or fewer per square nile

(d) A hospital with a service area that has a
popul ati on of 100 persons or fewer per square mle. As used
in this paragraph, the term"service area" means the fewest
nunber of zip codes that account for 75 percent of the
hospital's di scharges for the nost recent 5-year period, based
on information available fromthe hospital inpatient discharge
database in the State Center for Health Statistics at the
Agency for Health Care Administration; or

(e) Acritical access hospital

Popul ation densities used in this subsection nust be based
upon the nost recently conpleted United States census. A
hospital that received funds under s. 409.9116 for a quarter
begi nning no later than July 1, 2002, is deened to have been
and shall continue to be a rural hospital fromthat date

t hrough June 30, 2012, if the hospital continues to have 100
or fewer |icensed beds and an enmergency room or neets the

criteria of s. 395.602(2)(d)4. s5—395-602(2){e)4- An acute

care hospital that has not previously been designated as a

rural hospital and that meets the criteria of this subsection
shal | be granted such desi gnati on upon application, including
supporting docunmentation, to the Agency for Health Care
Admi ni strati on.

Section 9. Subsection (6) of section 409.9116, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read

409. 9116 Disproportionate share/financial assistance
program for rural hospitals.--In addition to the paynents nade
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under s. 409.911, the Agency for Health Care Adm nistration
shal |l adm nister a federally matched di sproportionate share
program and a state-funded financial assistance program for
statutory rural hospitals. The agency shall make

di sproportionate share paynents to statutory rural hospitals
that qualify for such paynents and financial assistance
paynments to statutory rural hospitals that do not qualify for
di sproportionate share paynments. The di sproportionate share
program paynents shall be Iimted by and conformwi th federa
requi renents. Funds shall be distributed quarterly in each
fiscal year for which an appropriation is made.

Not wi t hst andi ng t he provisions of s. 409.915, counties are
exenpt fromcontributing toward the cost of this specia

rei mbursement for hospitals serving a disproportionate share
of lowincome patients.

(6) This section applies only to hospitals that were
defined as statutory rural hospitals, or their
successor-in-interest hospital, prior to January 1, 2001. Any
addi tional hospital that is defined as a statutory rura
hospital, or its successor-in-interest hospital, on or after
January 1, 2001, is not eligible for prograns under this
section unless additional funds are appropriated each fisca
year specifically to the rural hospital disproportionate share
and financial assistance prograns in an anpunt necessary to
prevent any hospital, or its successor-in-interest hospital
eligible for the prograns prior to January 1, 2001, from
incurring a reduction in paynents because of the eligibility
of an additional hospital to participate in the prograns. A
hospital, or its successor-in-interest hospital, which
recei ved funds pursuant to this section before January 1,
2001, and which qualifies under s. 395.602(2)(d) s—
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395-662(2y(e)y, shall be included in the prograns under this

section and is not required to seek additional appropriations

under this subsection

Section 10. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
1009. 65, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1009. 65 Medical Education Rei mbursenent and Loan
Repaynment Program - -

(2) Fromthe funds avail able, the Departnent of Health
shal | nake paynents to sel ected nedical professionals as
fol | ows:

(b) Al payments shall be contingent on continued
proof of primary care practice in an area defined in s.

395. 602(2) (d) s—395-662(2{e), or an underserved area
desi gnated by the Departnment of Health, provided the

practitioner accepts Medicaid reimbursenent if eligible for
such rei mbursenent. Correctional facilities, state hospitals,
and other state institutions that enploy nedi cal personnel
shal | be designated by the Department of Health as underserved
| ocations. Locations with high incidences of infant nortality,
high norbidity, or |ow Medicaid participation by health care

prof essional s may be desi gnated as underserved.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On page 3, line 2, after the senicol on,

i nsert:

anmendi ng ss. 408.07, 409.9116, and 1009. 65,
4
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F.S.; conform ng cross-references;
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