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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 ( NP) SR 2196
By Senator Celler

31-1746-06
Senat e Resol ution
A resolution recogni zing that the 15 Cuban
refugees who | anded on the old Seven Mle
Bridge in Key West on January 5, 2006, should
not have been repatriated under current |aws of

the United States.

WHEREAS, on January 5, 2006, 15 Cuban refugees,
i ncl udi ng worren and children, fleeing on a small, honmenade
boat, | anded on a piling of the old Seven MIle Bridge in the
Fl ori da Keys, and

WHEREAS, the United States government swiftly
repatriated the 15 Cuban refugees by January 9, 2006, pursuant
to the "wet-foot, dry-foot" policy based on a factua
deternmination that the refugees did not touch |and but | anded
on an "abandoned bridge piling" that was not connected to
United States |and, and

WHEREAS, these refugees nost likely will face politica
repressi on and puni shnent upon their return to Cuba, and

WHEREAS, this body acknow edges that the 15 Cuban
refugees did in fact touch United States | and, and

WHEREAS, the governnent of the United States wongly
decl ared that the refugees did not reach the United States and
the refugees should not have been repatriated pursuant to the

"wet -foot, dry-foot" policy, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Senate recogni zes that the 15 Cuban refugees

who | anded on the old Seven Mle Bridge in Key West on January
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5, 2006, reached land of the United States and were wongfully
repatri at ed.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the Senate urges the United
States governnment to take all |egal and appropriate nmeasures

to return the refugees to the United States.

© 00 N O 0o b~ W N B

W WN RN NNMNDNDRNDNNRNNDNRR R R B R B R B R
P O © ® N O U A W N RP O © ® N O 00 » W N B O

2
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




