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Fl ori da Senate - 2006
By Senator Rich

34- 1532A- 06 See
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to early learning; establishing
the Early Learning Quality Incentives Task
Force to be administratively housed in the
Agency for Workforce Innovation; providing
duti es and nenbership; requiring
reconmmendati ons to the Covernor and
Legi sl ature; providing for term nation of the
task force; requiring the Departnent of
Children and Fami |y Services, in cooperation
with the Agency for Workforce I nnovation, to
contract for a study relating to the
adm ni stration and regulation of child care
services; requiring subm ssion of findings to
the task force for purposes of its fina

recommendati ons; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florid

SB 2376

HB 1233

a:

Section 1. Early lLearning Quality Incentives Task

Force. - -

(1) There is established the Farly Learni ng Qua

ity

I ncentives Task Force to be admi nistratively housed in the

Agency for Workforce Innovation. The Agency for Wrkfor

ce

| nnovation is authorized to contract with one or npore

nationally known experts on quality incentives and rat

ng

systens to serve as facilitators and resources in directing

the task force. The task force shall performall of the

follow ng duties:

(a) ldentify and exam ne existing early |earning

qual ity incentives and rating systens in the state.
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1 (b) Identify and examine early learning quality

2| incentives and rating systems in other states, including, but
3| not Ilimted to, systens in North Carolina and Gkl ahoma.

4 (c) Develop a reconmended early learning quality

5| incentives and rating systemthat includes uniform standards
6| and levels of financial quality incentives for participating
7| providers.

8 (d) Reconmmend appropriate levels of financia

9| conmtnent of state resources to ensure quality early |earning
10| prograns.

11 (e) Recommend initial investnment of quality incentive
12| dollars for pilot programs in five counties.

13 (2)(a) The task force shall consist of representatives
14| appointed by the Governor fromeach of the follow ng

15| categories:

16 1. One nenber each froma large, nedium and smal

17| children's services council with an appropriate mx from urban
18| and rural counties.

19 2. One chair each froma large, nedium and snal

20| early learning coalition with an appropriate mix from urban
21| and rural counties.

22 3. One nmenber froman early |learning services

23| provider.

24 4. One nmenber froma private child care provider

25| associ ati on.

26 5. One nmenber froma faith-based child care provider
27| associ ati on.

28 6. One nmenber each froma comunity college and a

29| state university with a child care training conponent.

30 7. One parent who currently has a child in an early
31| lLearning program
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(b) The task force shall also consist of the follow ng

nenbers:

1. A nenber of the Senate appointed by the President

of the Senate.

2. A nenber of the House of Representatives appointed

by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

3. A nenber appointed by the Secretary of Children and

Fami |y Services who has expertise in child care licensing and

requl ati on.
4. A nenber appointed by the Conmi ssioner of Education

who has expertise in the education of young children.

(3) The nenbers of the task force shall serve w thout

conpensation but shall be entitled to receive reinbursenent

for per diemand travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061

Fl ori da Statutes.

(4) The task force shall submt its recommendations to

the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of

the House of Representatives by February 15, 2007, at which

tine the task force shall be terni nated.

Section 2. The Departnent of Children and Fam |y

Services, in cooperation with the Agency for Wirkforce

| nnovation, shall contract with an i ndependent research

institution to conduct a study of the administrative and

operational structure of the Child Care Services Program

Ofice of the Departnment of Children and Fanily Services which

will include a review of all resources supporting the office

as well as a review of child care services offices in other

states. The findings of the study shall include a

recommendation regarding the appropriate admnistrative and

operational structures and the appropriate state agency to

adnm nister child care requlation functions. The findings of
3
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the study shall be submitted to the Farly Learning Quality

| ncentives Task Force by January 1, 2007, for incorporation

into the final recommendations of the task force.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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