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By Senator Lawson

6- 1929A- 06
1 Senat e Resol ution
2 A resol ution honoring Antoinette MTurner
3 Hunphries, former First Lady of Florida
4 Agricul tural and Mechanical University.
5
6 WHEREAS, Antoinette M Turner Hunphries was born on
7| Novenber 9, 1941, to Louis and Ida McTurner of Pittsburgh
8| Pennsylvania, and graduated from Tennessee State University in
9| Nashville, Tennessee, and
10 WHEREAS, Antoinette was a devoted wife in marriage to
11| Dr. Frederick S. Hunphries and fromthis union three children
12| were born: Frederick S. Jr.; Robin Tanya; and Laurence A
13| Hunmphries, and
14 WHEREAS, Antoinette was a proud and active nmenber of
15| Links, Incorporated; Grlfriends, Incorporated; and Delta
16| Sigm Theta Sorority; and was a Foundi ng Menber of the Reston
17| Virginia Chapter of Jack and Jill of Anerica, and
18 WHEREAS, from 1974 to 1985, Antoinette was First Lady
19| of Tennessee State University, where her husband, Dr.
20| Frederick Hunphries, served as its President, and
21 WHEREAS, in 1985, Dr. Frederick Hunphries becane
22| President of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University in
23| Tal | ahassee, Florida, where Antoinette noved and resumed her
24| duties as First Lady until 2001, and
25 WHEREAS, Antoinette was a patron and supporter of the
26| arts, the humanities, and the theatre at Florida A&M
27| University where she hosted nunerous receptions for honored
28| guests at the President's hone and generated support for
29| corporate America's Industry Cluster Menbers Program by
30| preparing a npst sunptuous opening reception every year where
31| participants indul ged in nmeaningful social gatherings and
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di scussions in the President's home and in the nationally
recogni zed hospitality of the First Lady, and

WHEREAS, Antoinette also unselfishly opened the
Presi dent's home to coll ege students, nmany who | ater becane
part of the Hunphries extended family, where she counsel ed
them on the inportance of conpleting their education, staying
the course, and naking a positive contribution to society, and

WHEREAS, Antoinette Humphries was an avid fan of
Fl ori da A&M Uni versity's football program and hosted an annua
di nner for the players and coaches, and

WHEREAS, Antoinette al so recognized the university
faculty, staff, and students who did not often receive
recognition for their good works by arrangi ng the annual "Ton
Awar ds" under the tutelage of the | ate Col onel Bernard
Hendricks, (Ret.), where she headed a conmittee that selected
and provided schol arships to students in theatre and provided
awards and recognition to faculty and staff who gave their
time and efforts untiringly to others, and

WHEREAS, Antoinette also involved the university
faculty and staff in the annual "FAMJ Christmas Toy Drive" for
needy famlies in Gretna, Apal achicola, and Tall ahassee where
she personally delivered toys to fanmilies in these areas, and

WHEREAS, M's. Hunphries was an avid supporter of
Ri ckards Hi gh School in Tallahassee, Florida, where she
honored students in the arts and opened the President's hone
for fundraisers to support the needs and efforts of the high
school , and

WHEREAS, Florida A&M University's First Lady Antoinette
Hunphri es i npressively produced warm yet elegant, events for
i nternational visitors, advisory groups, delegations from
African and European countries, various federal and state
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agencies, and the Wiite House for nore than 16 years and
continuously pronoted the university in achieving its
reputation as one of the nost highly regarded institutions of
hi gher education by, npst notably, hosting M. Jean-Pau
Goude, the choreographer of the "Bastille Day Parade" of
Paris, France, who |ater selected FAMJ s Marching 100 as the
representative fromthe United States during France's
Bi centenni al Cel ebration in 1989, and

WHEREAS, on Wednesday, March 15, 2006, Antoinette
Hunphri es passed away in Ol ando, Florida, surrounded by her
famly, and will be laid to rest on Thursday, March 23, 2006
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and

WHEREAS, M's. Antoinette Hunphries will be forever
remenbered as Florida A&M University's First Lady with the
warm sni |l e, pleasing personality, and generous heart, NOW

THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Senate honors Antoinette MTurner Hunphries, a
bel oved wi fe and not her who, through her work as the First
Lady of Florida A&M University, dedicated her service to the
faculty, staff, and students at Florida A&M University and the

surroundi ng Tal | ahassee conmunity.
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