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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 ( NP) SR 2826
By Senator Smith

14-2118-06
Senat e Resol ution
A resolution in support of the "25 by '25"
initiative and, in connection therewith, the
i ncreased production of renewabl e energy by the

agricultural conmunity.

WHEREAS, having an affordable, reliable, and plentifu
energy supply is critical to our econony, and

WHEREAS, Florida ranks third nationally in total energy
consunption, and

WHEREAS, Florida has trenmendous renewabl e energy
resources, and

WHEREAS, devel opnment of a broad spectrum of renewabl e
energy sources, including biodiesel, biomss, nethane
di gesters, and ethanol, benefits the environnment, and

WHEREAS, by participating in increased production of
renewabl e energy, rural comrunities and agriculture sectors
wi |l experience multiple benefits, including establishing
additional markets for agricultural commodities; increasing
farmincome; creating added-val ue uses for crops, |ivestock
and their byproducts; nmaki ng nore productive use of margina
| ands; resolving air-quality, water-quality, and soil-quality
probl ems that can arise fromagricultural operations;
improving wildlife habitat; and creating many new j ob
opportunities, and

WHEREAS, Anerican agriculture is well positioned to
pl ay an expanded role in the devel opnent and inpl enmentation of
new energy sol utions, and with appropriate technol ogi ca
i nnovation, incentives, and investnents, Anerica's farms and
ranches can becone the factories that produce a new generation
of fuels to help nmeet the nation's energy needs, and
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1 WHEREAS, "25 by '25" is an agriculturally |ed

2| initiative that envisions Anerica's farnms and ranches neeting
3| 25 percent of Anerica's energy needs by the year 2025 while
4| continuing to produce abundant, safe, and affordable food and
5( fiber, and

6 WHEREAS, "Farmto Fuel" is an initiative to encourage
7| the use of Florida crops and biomass for produci ng energy for
8| the state's future energy stability, protection of its

9| environnment, and continued viability of its agriculture

10| industry, and

11 WHEREAS, agriculture's role as an energy producer will
12| have a positive effect on national security and trade

13| i nmbal ances, NOW THEREFORE
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15| Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
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17 That the Senate supports the vision of "25 by '25"

18| whereby agriculture will provide 25 percent of the tota

19| energy consuned in the United States by the year 2025, while
20| continuing to produce abundant, safe, and affordable food and
21| fiber.
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