Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 634

By Senator Constantine

22-167A-06
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Conm ssion for the
3 Transportation Di sadvantaged; anending s.
4 427.012, F.S.; revising the menbership of the
5 conmi ssion; establishing termlinits; directing
6 each nmenber of the conmission to serve without
7 regi onal bias; providing qualifications for
8 appoi ntnent to nmenbership on the comn ssion
9 provi di ng for nonvoting advi sory nenbers;
10 requiring candi dates for appointnent to the
11 conmmi ssion to neet certain standards for
12 background screening; requiring the Departnent
13 of Transportation to informthe comm ssion if a
14 candidate fails to neet the screening
15 standards; providing that costs of screening be
16 borne by the departnent or the candi date for
17 appoi ntnent; authorizing the comission to
18 appoi nt technical advisory committees; anending
19 s. 427.013, F.S.; requiring the commission to
20 devel op an all ocation nethodol ogy to equitably
21 distribute transportation funds under the
22 control of the commission to counties,
23 comunity transportation coordinators, or other
24 entities providing services to the
25 transportati on di sadvantaged; providing an
26 effective date.
27
28| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29
30 Section 1. Section 427.012, Florida Statutes, is
31| anmended to read
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427.012 The Commi ssion for the Transportation
Di sadvant aged. --There is created the Commi ssion for the
Transportation Di sadvantaged in the Departnent of
Transportation.

(1) The conmi ssion shall consist of seven nenbers, al

of whom shall be appointed by the Governor

(a) Five of the nenbers nust have significant

experience in the operation of a business and it is the intent

of the Legislature that, when nmeking an appoi ntnment, the

Governor_sel ect persons who reflect the broad diversity of the

busi ness community in this state, as well as the racial

et hni c, geographical, and gender diversity of the popul ation

of this state.

(b) Two of the nenbers nust have a disability and use

the transportation di sadvantaged system

(c) Each nenber shall represent the needs of the

transportation di sadvantaged throughout the state. A nenber

may not subordi nate the needs of the transportation

di sadvantaged in general in order to favor the needs of others

residing in a specific location in the state.

(d) Each nenber shall be appointed to a termof 4

years. A nenber may be reappointed for one additional 4-year

term

(e) A nmenber nust be a resident of the state and a

reqgi stered voter.

(f) The Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary of

Children and Fami ly Services, the director of Wrkforce

| nnovation, the executive director of the Departnent of

Veterans' Affairs, the Secretary of Elderly Affairs, the

Secretary of Health Care Adm nistration, the director of the

Agency for Persons with Disabilities, and an el ected |oca
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governnment official who is appointed by the Governor, or a

desi gnee of each, shall serve as ex officio, nonvoting

advi sors to the commi ssion.

(d) A nenber nmay not, within the 5 years i medi ately

before his or her appointnment, or during his or her termon

the conmm ssion, have or have had a financial relationship

with, or represent or have represented as a | obbyist as

defined in s. 11.045, the follow ng:

1. A transportation operator

2. A community transportation coordinator

3. A netropolitan planning organization

4. A designated official planning agency;

5. A purchaser agency;

6. A local coordinating board;

7. A broker of transportation; or

8. A provider of transportation services. the
: = thefoHewing—rerbers—
a—Fhe—seceretary—ot—the Departrent—et—Fransportation
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(2) The chairperson shall be appointed by the Governor

and the vice chairperson of the conm ssion shall be el ected
annual ly fromthe nenbership of the conmm ssion.

(3) Menbers of the commission shall serve without
conpensation but shall be allowed per diemand trave
expenses, as provided in s. 112.061

(4) The conmission shall neet at |east quarterly, or
nore frequently at the call of the chairperson. Five N-re
menbers of the conm ssion constitute a quorum and a majority
vote of the menmbers present is necessary for any action taken
by the conmi ssion.

(5) The Governor may renove any nenber of the

comi ssi on for cause.
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(6) Each candidate for appointnent to the conmi ssion

nust, before accepting the appointnent, undergo backaround

screening under s. 435.04 by filing with the Departnment of

Transportation a conplete set of fingerprints taken by an

aut horized | aw enforcenent agency. The fingerprints nmust be

subm tted to the Departnent of Law Enforcenent for state

processing, and that departnent shall submit the fingerprints

to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for federal processing.

The Departnent of Transportation shall screen the backaround

results and informthe comm ssion of any candi date who does

not neet level 2 screening standards. A candi date who has not

neet level 2 screening standards nmay not be appointed to the

comm ssion. The cost of the background screening nmay be borne

by the Departnment of Transportation or the candi date.

(7) 66> The comm ssion shall appoint an executive
di rector who shall serve under the direction, supervision, and
control of the comm ssion. The executive director, with the
consent of the comm ssion, shall enploy such personnel as may
be necessary to perform adequately the functions of the
conmmi ssion within budgetary linitations. A Enpl oyees of the
conmmi ssion are exenpt fromthe Career Service System

(8) The conmission shall appoint a technical advisory

committee that includes representatives of private paratransit

providers. The conmm ttee shall advise the conm ssion on issues

of inportance to the state, including information, advice, and

direction regarding the coordination of services for the

transportation di sadvantaged. The commi ssion nmay appoi nt ot her

techni cal advisory conmittees whose nenmbers may include

representatives of conmunity transportation coordinators;

netropolitan pl anni ng organi zations; regional pl anni ng

councils; experts in insurance, nmarketing, economc
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devel opnent, or financial planning; and persons who use

transportation for the transportation di sadvantaged, or their

relatives, parents, guardians, or service professionals who

tend to their needs.

(9Y9€6A~ The commi ssion is assigned to the office of the

secretary of the Departnment of Transportation for

admi nistrative and fiscal accountability purposes, but it
shall otherw se function independently of the control
supervi sion, and direction of the departnment.

(10)£8> The comnmi ssion shall devel op a budget pursuant
to chapter 216. The budget is not subject to change by the
departnent staff after it has been approved by the conm ssion
but it shall be transnmitted to the CGovernor, as head of the
departnent, along with the budget of the departnent.

Section 2. Subsection (12) of section 427.013, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

427.013 The Commi ssion for the Transportation
Di sadvant aged; purpose and responsibilities.--The purpose of
the comrission is to acconplish the coordination of
transportation services provided to the transportation
di sadvant aged. The goal of this coordination shall be to
assure the cost-effective provision of transportation by
qualified comrunity transportati on coordi nators or
transportati on operators for the transportation di sadvant aged
Wi t hout any bias or presunption in favor of nultioperator
systenms or not-for-profit transportati on operators over single
operator systems or for-profit transportation operators. In
carrying out this purpose, the comi ssion shall

(12)(a) Have the authority to apply for and accept
funds, grants, gifts, and services fromthe Federa
Government, state governnent, |ocal governments, or private
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fundi ng sources. Applications by the conm ssion for |oca
government funds shall be coordinated through the appropriate
coordi nati ng board. Funds acquired or accepted under this
subsection shall be adnmi nistered by the comi ssion and shal
be used to carry out the comm ssion's responsibilities.

(b) Develop an allocation nethodol ogy or formula that

equi tably distributes all funds, including Medicaid

nonenergency transportation funds, under the control of the

commi Ssion to conpensate counties, community transportation

coordinators, or other entities providing transportation

di sadvant aged services. The fornula shall consider not only

the actual costs of each trip provided for the transportation

di sadvant aged but al so efficiencies that a provider night

adopt to reduce costs, including cost efficiencies of trips

when conparing like services to the |ocal cost of private

paratransit providers.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.

R I R R R O S S R

SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions relating to the Commi ssion for the
Transportation Di sadvant aged. Revi ses the nenbership and
terms of the nmembers of the conmi ssion. Provides menber
qualifications. Provides for advisory nenbers. Provides
for the pa¥nent of screening costs. Authorizes the
creation of advisory committees. Provides for an

al l ocati on nmethodol ogy to distribute funds. (See bill for
details.)
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