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By Senator Hari dopol os

26-143-06
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the relief of WIton Dedge
3 provi di ng an appropriation to conpensate M.
4 Dedge for a mscarriage of justice which
5 resulted in his 22-year inprisonnent for a
6 crinme that he did not conmmit; providing specia
7 conpensation for his inprisonment even after
8 DNA tests denponstrated that the incrimnating
9 evidence did not tie WIton Dedge to the crine;
10 provi ding for reinbursenment to M. and Ms.
11 Wal ter Dedge, the parents of WIton Dedge, for
12 their expenditures in his defense and for
13 econoni ¢ damages during the tinme of their son's
14 confinenent; providing an effective date
15
16 WHEREAS, W ton Dedge has been fully exonerated through
17| DNA tests after serving nore than 22 years in jail and in
18| prison, during which tinme he diligently naintained his
19| innocence, and
20 VWHEREAS, an order of the Circuit Court, entered on the
21| notion of the State Attorney, has judicially established the
22| fact that WIton Dedge should not have been incarcerated
23| because he was innocent of the crinme for which he was
24| prosecuted, and
25 WHEREAS, W ton Dedge was confined for nmore than 22
26| years, including 3 years of inprisonnment even after DNA
27| testing denonstrated that critical evidence used against him
28| was in no way connected to him and
29 WHEREAS, DNA testing of evidence has irrefutably
30| excluded WIton Dedge as the person who committed the crine,
31| and
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WHEREAS, the integrity of the justice systemrequires
that a person who has been wongfully inprisoned and deprived
of his civil liberties be conpensated, and

WHEREAS, the detail ed chronology of the arrest,
wrongful conviction, and inprisonnent of WIton Dedge
denonstrates that the investigation and prosecution of WIlton
Dedge and the failure to rel ease WIton Dedge follow ng the
first DNA test or, at least, to allow hima new trial was not
reasonabl e under the circunstances, and

WHEREAS, the decision to refuse to release WIton Dedge
and to deny a new trial was based on an unreasonabl e use of
evi dence that was not reliable or scientific or that was
sinmply false, and

WHEREAS, the Dedge fam |y spent considerable resources
in the efforts |eading to exoneration and al so spent resources
in supporting their son and visiting himwhile he was
i mpri soned, and

WHEREAS, as a result of his wongful conviction, WIlton
Dedge has suffered | oss of income and the I oss of the right to
deternmi ne how that income is spent; has endured indignities,
enbarrassnent, and injury to his reputation; and has sustained
severe mental anguish, enptional distress, |oss of persona
freedom loss of civil rights, including the right to vote and
participate in governnent, |oss of the right to pursue
educational opportunities, loss of the chance to build a
famly life, loss of individual liberty, including the right
to choose his diet and his daily schedule, |oss of
opportunities to marry and raise a famly, |oss of freedom of
expression, and |loss of the freedomto determnm ne how he woul d

spend his recreational tine, and
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WHEREAS, considering the totality of the circunstances,
equity and justice dictate that this gross m scarriage of
justice should be addressed by the Legislature of the State of

Fl ori da, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this

act _are found and declared to be true.

Section 2. The sumof $ i s appropriated out of

funds in the State Treasury to be paid to Wlton Allen Dedge

as _conpensation for his having been the victimof a

nm scarriage of justice.

Section 3. The Chief Financial Oficer is directed to

draw a warrant in favor of Wlton Allen Dedge in the sumof $

out of funds in the State Treasury and to pay the sane

$

out of such funds in the State Treasury.

Section 4. The sumof $ i s appropriated out of

funds in the State Treasury to be paid to Walter and Mary

Dedge, the parents of Wlton Dedge, to repay themfor the

moneys they expended to provide a defense to the charges

agai nst _their son and to exonerate their son and to reinburse

the expenses they incurred as a result of his inprisonnent,

including the all owance sent to himeach nonth and the cost of

their nmonthly visits over the 22 years of his inprisonnent.

Section 5. The Chief Financial Oficer is directed to

draw a warrant _in favor of Walter and Mary Dedge in the sum of

out of funds in the State Treasury and to pay the

sane _out of such funds in the State Treasury.

Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.

3

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2006 (Corrected Copy) SB 72
26- 143- 06

R I R S R R O S

SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des appropriations out of funds in the State
Treasury to conpensate Wlton Allen Dedge for a

m scarriage of justice that resulted in his 22-year

i nprisonnment for a crine that he did not conmt, to
conpensate his parents, Walter and Mary Dedge, for their
expenditures in his defense and for econom ¢ damages, and
to pay attorney's fees for the efforts that led to M.
Dedge’ s exonerati on.
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