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By the Comrittee on Ethics and El ections; and Senator Posey

582-2064- 06

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to initiative procedures and

3 standards; anending s. 99.097, F.S.; revising
4 requi renents for verification of signhatures on
5 petitions; providing requirenments for

6 initiative sponsors filing for undue burden

7 provi di ng procedures to contest all eged

8 i mproper signature verification; repealing s.
9 28, ch. 2005-278, Laws of Florida, relating to
10 procedures for placenment of initiatives on the
11 bal l ot; anending s. 100.371, F.S.; revising

12 procedures for placing an initiative on the

13 bal l ot; providing requirenments for infornmation
14 to be contained on petitions; providing

15 procedure for revocation of a petition

16 signature; requiring a statenment on the ball ot
17 regardi ng the financial inpact statenent;

18 providing regulation for initiative petition
19 circulators and their activities; repealing s.
20 33, ch. 2005-278, Laws of Florida, relating to
21 referenda and ballots; anending s. 101.161
22 F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; providing
23 for verifying and counting signatures subnitted
24 for verification before the effective date of
25 the act; requiring resubnission and reapprova
26 of petition fornms; providing for severability;
27 provi ding effective dates.
28
29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30
31
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1 Section 1. Subsections (1), (3), and (4) of section

2| 99.097, Florida Statutes, are anmended, and subsection (6) is
3| added to that section, to read:

4 99.097 Verification of signatures on petitions.--

5 (1) As determ ned by each supervisor, based upon |oca
6| conditions, the verification of signatures eheeking—ef—rnares
7| on petitions may be based on the npst inexpensive and

8| adnministratively feasible of either of the foll ow ng nethods
9| of verification:

10 (a) A nane-by-name, signature-by-signature check of

11| the nunmber of valid autherized signatures on the petitions; or
12 (b) A check of a random sanple, as provided by the

13| Departnment of State, of nanes and signatures on the petitions.
14| The sanpl e nust be such that a deternmination can be nmade as to
15| whether or not the required nunber of valid signatures has

16| have been obtained with a reliability of at |east 99.5

17| percent. Rules and guidelines for this nmethod of petition

18| verification shall be promul gated by the Departnment of State,
19| which may include a requirenment that petitions bear an
20| additional number of names and signatures, not to exceed 15
21| percent of the names and signatures otherwi se required. |If
22| the petitions do not neet such criteria, then the use of the
23| verification method described in this paragraph shall not be
24| avail abl e to supervisors.
25
26| Notwit hst anding any other provision of law, petitions to
27| secure ballot placenent for an issue, and petition revocations
28| directed thereto pursuant to s. 100.371, nust be verified by
29| the nethod provided in paragraph (a).
30 (3)(a) A signature mawe on a petition, in a nane that
31| whieh—mnarwe is not in substantially the sane formas a nane on
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1| the voter registration books, shall be counted as a valid

2| signature if, after conparing the signature on the petition

3| with the signature of the alleged signer as shown on the

4| registration books, the supervisor deternm nes that the person
5| signing the petition and the person who registered to vote are
6| one and the same. In any situation in which this code

7| requires the formof the petition to be prescribed by the

8| division, no signature shall be counted toward the nunber of

9| signatures required unless it is on a petition form prescribed
10| by the division.

11 (b) If a voter signs a petition and |lists an address
12| other than the | egal residence where the voter is registered,
13| the supervisor shall treat the signature as if the voter had
14| listed the address where the voter is registered.

15 (4)(a) The supervisor shall be paid in advance the sum
16| of 10 cents for each signature verified eheeked or the actua
17| cost of verifying eheeking such signature, whichever is |ess,
18| by the candidate or, in the case of a petition to have an

19| issue placed on the ballot by initiative, by the jnitiative

20| sponsor person—eor—organizatien—submttingthepetition.

21| However, if a candidate or initiative sponsor—persen—e+r

22 | erganization——seeking—to—haveanissue—placedupon—theballot
23| cannot pay such charges wi thout inposing an undue burden on

24| personal resources or upon the resources otherw se avail abl e
25| to such candidate or initiative sponsor, persen—e+r

26 | erganizatien— such candidate or initiative sponsor—persen—or
27| erganizatien shall, upon witten certification of such

28| inability given under oath to the supervisor, be entitled to
29| have the signatures verified at no charge. |In the event a

30| candidate or initiative sponsor—persen—or—organization

31| submtting—apetitiontohave—anissueplacedupon—thebatlot

3
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is entitled to have the signatures verified at no charge, the
supervi sor of elections of each county in which the signatures
are verified at no charge shall submt the total nunber of
such signatures checked in the county to the Chief Financia

O ficer no later than Decenber 1 of the general election year
and the Chief Financial Oficer shall cause such supervisor of
el ections to be reinbursed fromthe General Revenue Fund in an
anount equal to 10 cents for each signature verified rare
eheeked or the actual cost of verifying eheeking such

si gnatures, whichever is less. |In no event shall such

rei mbursenent of costs be deemed or applied as extra
conpensation for the supervisor. Petitions shall be retained
by the supervisors for a period of 1 year follow ng the

el ection for which the petitions were circul ated.

(b) An initiative sponsor that has filed a

certification of undue burden may not provide conpensation to

any paid petition circulator, as defined in s. 100.371, unless

the initiative sponsor first pays all supervisors for each

signature verified or reinburses the General Revenue Fund for

such costs. If an initiative sponsor subject to this paragraph

provi des conpensation to a paid petition circulator before the

date the initiative sponsor pays all supervisors for each

signature verified or reinburses the General Revenue Fund for

such costs, no signature on a petition circulated by the paid

petition circul ator before that date may be counted toward the

nunber of valid signatures required for ballot placenment unti

the initiative sponsor pays all supervisors for each signature

checked or reinburses the General Revenue Fund for such costs.

(6)(a) The alleged inproper verification of a

signature on a petition to secure ballot placenent for an

i ssue pursuant to this code may be contested in the circuit
4
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court by a political committee or by an elector. The

contestant shall file a conplaint setting forth the basis of

the contest, together with the fees prescribed in chapter 28,

with the clerk of the circuit court in the county in which the

petition is certified or in Leon County if the conplaint is

directed to petitions certified in nore than one county.

(b) If the contestant denpnstrates by a preponderance

of the evidence that one or nobre petitions were inproperly

verified, the signatures appearing on such petitions nmay not

be counted toward the nunber of valid signatures required for

bal |l ot placenent. If an action brought under this subsection

is resolved after the Secretary of State has issued a

certificate of ballot position for the issue, but the

cont estant denpnstrates that the initiative sponsor had

obtai ned verification of an insufficient nunber of valid and

verified signatures to qualify for ballot placenent, the issue

shall be rempved fromthe ballot or, if such action is

inpractical, any votes cast for or against the issue may not

be counted and shall be invalidated.

(c) An action under this subsection nust be commenced

no later than 90 days after the Secretary of State issues a

certificate of ballot position for the issue.

Section 2. Section 100.371, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

100.371 Initiatives; procedure for placenent on
bal | ot . - -

(1) Constitutional amendnents proposed by initiative
shall be placed on the ballot for the general election if an

initiative petition is filed with the Secretary of State by

February 1 of the year in which the general election is to be

5
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1| hel d eecetr+ring—in—-exeess—of90daysFromtheecertification-of
2| baHet—pesitionbytheSeeretary—of—State.

3 (2) Certification of ballot position Sueh

4| eertifieatioen shall be issued when the Secretary of State has
5| received verification certificates fromthe supervisors of

6| elections indicating that the requisite nunber and

7| distribution of valid petitions bearing the signatures of

8| electors have been submitted to and verified by the

9| supervisors. Every signature shall be dated by the el ector

10| when nede. _Signatures are anrd—shalt—be valid for a period of 4
11| years follow ng such date, provided all other requirenents of
12| law are satisfied eenptedwth.

13 (3) The sponsor of an initiative anendnent shall

14| prior to obtaining any signatures, register as a politica

15| comm ttee pursuant to s. 106.03 and submit the text of the

16| proposed anmendnent to the Secretary of State, with the form on
17| which the signatures will be affixed, and shall obtain the

18| approval of the Secretary of State of such form The form

19| shall consist of a single card or sheet of paper unconnected
20| with any other card or sheet of paper and nust be circul ated
21| for signatures in this format. The division Seeretary—eof—State
22| shall adopt rules pursuant to s. 120.54 prescribing the style
23| and requirements of such form Upon filing with the Secretary
24| of State, the text of the proposed amendment and all forms
25| filed in connection with this section nmust, upon request, be
26| made available in alternative formats. The contents of a
27| petition formare limted to those itens required by statute
28| or rule. A petition formis a political advertisenent as
29| defined in s. 106.011 and, as such, nust conply with al
30| relevant requirenments of chapter 106.
31
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(4) The supervisor of elections shall record the date

each petition formis received by the supervisor and the date

the signature on the formis verified as valid. The supervisor

shall verify that the signature on a petition formis valid

only if the formconplies with all of the follow ng:

(a) The formnust contain the original signature of

the purported el ector

(b) The purported el ector nust accurately record on

the formthe date on which he or she signed the form

(c) The date the elector signed the form as recorded

by the elector, nust be no nore than 35 days before the date

the formis received by the supervisor of el ections;

(d) The formnust accurately set forth the purported

elector's name, street address, county, and voter registration

nunber or date of birth; and

(e) The purported elector nust be, at the tinme he or

she signs the form a duly qualified and reqgistered el ector

authorized to vote in the county in which his or her signature

is subnmtted.

(5) An elector's signature on a petition formnay be

revoked by submitting to the appropriate supervisor of

el ections a signed petition-revocation form adopted by rule

for this purpose by the division. The petition-revocation form

is subject to the sane relevant requirenents as the

correspondi ng petition formunder this code and nust be

approved by the Secretary of State before any signature is

obt ai ned. The petition-revocation formshall be filed with the

supervisor of elections no |later than the February 1 preceding

the next general election or, if the initiative amendnent is

not certified for ballot position in that election, no |ater

than the February 1 preceding the next successive genera
7
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el ection. The supervisor of elections shall pronptly verify

the signature on the petition-revocation formand process such

revocation within 30 days after receiving paynent of a fee of

10 cents or the actual cost of verifying such signature,

whi chever is |ess.

(6)(a) |If a person is presented with a petition form

or _petition-revocation formfor his or her possible signature

by a petition circulator, then the person nust record this

fact on the formand the nane and address of the petition

circulator nmust leqgibly appear on the form before the

signature on the formmay be verified by the supervisor. For

purposes of this subsection, "petition circulator" neans any

person who, in the context of a direct face-to-face

conversation, presents to another person for his or her

possi bl e signature a petition formor petition-revocation form

regardi ng ballot placenent for an initiative.

(b) A paid petition circulator shall, when engaged in

the activities described in paragraph (1)(a). wear a proninent

badge, in a form and nmanner prescribed by rule by the

division, identifying himor her as a "PAI D PETITI ON

ClRCULATOR. " For purposes of this subsection, "paid petition

circulator" neans a petition circulator who receives any

conpensation as a direct or indirect consequence of these

activities.

(7) In addition to any other practice or action

perni ssi ble under | aw, an owner, |lessee, or other person

lawfully exercising control over private property nay:

(a) Prohibit persons fromengaging in activity on the

property which supports or opposes initiatives;

8
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1 (b) Pernmit or prohibit persons from engaging in

2| activity on the property in support of or opposition to a

3| particular initiative; or

4 (c) Pernmit persons to engage in activity on the

5| property which supports or opposes initiatives, subject to

6| restrictions with respect to tinme, place, and manner which are
7| reasonable and uniformy applied.

8 (8) A signed petition formor petition-revocation form
9| regarding ballot placenent for an initiative which does not

10| fully conply with the applicable provisions of this code, or
11| which was obtained in violation of the applicable provisions
12| of this code, may be verified by the supervisor of elections
13| and counted toward the nunber of valid signatures required for
14| ballot placenent only after those deficiencies or violations
15| are corrected.

16 (994 The sponsor shall subnit signed and dated forns
17| to the appropriate supervisor of elections for verification as
18| to the nunber of registered electors whose valid signatures

19| appear thereon. The supervisor shall pronptly verify the

20| signatures within 30 days after receiving gpen paynent of the
21| fee required by s. 99.097. Upon conpletion of verification,

22| the supervisor shall execute a certificate indicating the

23| total number of signatures checked, the nunmber of signatures
24| verified as valid and as being of registered electors, the

25| number of signatures validly revoked pursuant to subsection

26 ((5)., and the distribution of such signatures by congressiona

27| district. This certificate shall be immediately transnmtted to
28| the Secretary of State. The supervisor shall retain the signed
29| petition sighrature fornms and petition-revocation fornms for at
30| least 1 year following the election in which the issue

31| appeared on the ballot or until the Division of Elections

9
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1| notifies the supervisors of elections that the comm ttee which
2| circulated the petition is no |longer seeking to obtain ball ot
3| position.

4 (10)£5> The Secretary of State shall determne from

5| the verification certificates received from supervisors of

6| elections the total nunmber of verified valid signatures and

7| the distribution of such signatures by congressiona

8| districts. Upon a deternination that the requisite nunmber and
9| distribution of valid signatures have been obtained, the

10| secretary shall issue a certificate of ballot position for

11| that proposed anendnent and shall assign a designating nunber
12| pursuant to s. 101.161. A petition shall be deened to be filed
13| with the Secretary of State upon the date of the receipt by
14| the secretary of a certificate or certificates from

15| supervisors of elections indicating that valid and verified
16| the petition forms have has been signed by the

17| constitutionally required nunber and distribution of electors
18| pursuant to this code, subject to the right of revocation

19| established in this section.

20 (1) 663 (a) Wthin 45 days after receipt of a proposed
21| revision or amendnment to the State Constitution by initiative
22| petition fromthe Secretary of State er—wthinr30—days—after
23| sueh—reeeipt—ifreceipt—oceurs—120days—or—tess—befoerethe

24| eleetion—at—which—thequestieon—of ratifyingthearendrent—witH-
25| be—presented, the Financial |npact Estimating Conference shal
26| conplete an anal ysis and financial inpact statenent to be

27| placed on the ballot of the estimated i ncrease or decrease in
28| any revenues or costs to state or |ocal governments resulting
29| fromthe proposed initiative. The ballot must include a

30| statenent, as prescribed by rule of the Departnment of State,
31| to the effect that the financial inpact statement is required

10
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under the State Constitution and the Florida Statutes and

shoul d not be construed as an endorsenent by the state of the

proposed revision or anendnent to the State Constitution. The

Fi nanci al | npact Estinmating Conference shall subnit the
financial inpact statenent to the Attorney General and
Secretary of State.

(b)1. The Financial I|npact Estinmating Conference shal
provi de an opportunity for any proponents or opponents of the
initiative to subnit information and may solicit information
or analysis fromany other entities or agencies, including the
O fice of Econom ¢ and Denographi c Research. All neetings of
the Fi nancial |npact Estimating Conference shall be open to
the public as provided in chapter 286.

2. The Financial Inpact Estimating Conference is
established to review, analyze, and estinmate the financial
i rpact of anendnents to or revisions of the State Constitution
proposed by initiative. The Financial |npact Estimting
Conf erence shall consist of four principals: one person from
t he Executive Ofice of the Governor; the coordinator of the
O fice of Econom ¢ and Denographi c Research, or his or her
desi gnee; one person fromthe professional staff of the
Senate; and one person fromthe professional staff of the
House of Representatives. Each principal shall have
appropriate fiscal expertise in the subject matter of the
initiative. A Financial |npact Estinmating Conference may be
appoi nted for each initiative.

3. Principals of the Financial |nmpact Estimting
Conference shall reach a consensus or mgjority concurrence on
a clear and unanbi guous financial inpact statement, no nore
than 75 words in length, and i medi ately submit the statenent
to the Attorney General. Nothing in this subsection prohibits

11
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the Fi nancial |npact Estimating Conference fromsetting forth
a range of potential inpacts in the financial inpact
statement. Any financial inpact statenent that a court finds
not to be in accordance with this section shall be remanded
solely to the Financial I|npact Estinmating Conference for
redrafting. The Financial |npact Estinmating Conference shal
redraft the financial inpact statenent within 15 days.

4. |f the nmenbers of the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference are unable to agree on the statenent required by
this subsection, or if the Suprenme Court has rejected the
initial subm ssion by the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference and no redraft has been approved by the Suprene
Court by April 1 of the year in which the general election is

to be held 5—p—m—oenthe#5th-daybeforetheeleection, the

foll owi ng statenent shall appear on the ballot pursuant to s.

101.161(1): "The financial inmpact of this neasure, if any,
cannot be reasonably determined at this tinme."

(c) The financial inpact statenment nust be separately
contai ned and be set forth after the ballot sumuary as
required in s. 101.161(1).

(d)1. Any financial inpact statenment that the Suprene
Court finds not to be in accordance with this subsection shal
be remanded solely to the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference for redrafting, provided the court's advisory
opinion is rendered by April 1 of the year in which the
general election is to be held atteast—+5—days—before—the

. . . : e I .
be—presented. The Financial |npact Estimating Conference shal

prepare and adopt a revised financial inpact statenment no

later than 5 p.m on the 15th day after the date of the
court's opinion.
12
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2. If, by 5 p.m on April 1 of the year in which the

general election is to be held t+he¥#5th-daybeforethe
eleetien, the Suprene Court has not issued an advi sory opinion

on the initial financial inpact statenent prepared by the
Fi nanci al | npact Estinmating Conference for an initiative
anmendnent that otherw se neets the |egal requirenents for
bal | ot placenent, the financial inpact statenent shall be
deened approved for placenment on the ballot.

3. In addition to the financial inpact statenent
required by this subsection, the Financial |npact Estinmating
Conference shall draft an initiative financial information
statenment. The initiative financial information statenent
shoul d describe in greater detail than the financial inpact
statement any projected increase or decrease in revenues or
costs that the state or |ocal governnents would likely
experience if the ballot nmeasure were approved. |f
appropriate, the initiative financial informtion statenent
may i nclude both estinmated dollar amobunts and a description
pl acing the estimated dollar ampbunts into context. The
initiative financial information statement nust include both a
summary of not nore than 500 words and additional detailed
i nformati on that includes the assunptions that were nmade to
devel op the financial inpacts, workpapers, and any other
i nformati on deened rel evant by the Financial |npact Estinmating
Conf er ence.

4. The Departnent of State shall have printed, and
shall furnish to each supervisor of elections, a copy of the
summary fromthe initiative financial information statenents.
The supervisors shall have the summary fromthe initiative

financial information statenments avail able at each polling

13
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pl ace and at the nmin office of the supervisor of elections
upon request.

5. The Secretary of State and the O fice of Economc
and Denographi ¢ Research shall make avail able on the Internet
each initiative financial information statenent in its
entirety. In addition, each supervisor of elections whose
of fice has a website shall post the summary from each
initiative financial information statenment on the website.
Each supervisor shall include the Internet addresses for the
informati on statenents on the Secretary of State's and the
O fice of Econom ¢ and Denographi c Research's websites in the
publication or mailing required by s. 101.20.

(12) A The division Pepartrwent—ef—State may adopt
rules in accordance with s. 120.54 to carry out this section
the—provisions—of——subsections—{(H—(6}.

Section 3. Section 28 of chapter 2005-278, Laws of

Florida, is repealed.

Section 4. Effective January 1, 2007, section 100.371

Florida Statutes, as anmended by this act, is anended to read:

100.371 Initiatives; procedure for placenent on
bal |l ot . - -

(1) Constitutional amendnents proposed by initiative
shall be placed on the ballot for the general election if an
initiative petition is filed with the Secretary of State by
February 1 of the year in which the general election is to be

held. A petition shall be deened to be filed with the

Secretary of State upon the date that the secretary deternines

that valid and verified petitions have been signed by the

constitutionally required nunber and distribution of electors

pursuant to this code, subject to the right of revocation

established in this section.

14
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1 (2} Gortifi : : L : I
5 . e o : I T :

3 T : : : : e :

4 o i : : : " L

5| beartngthe——sigratures—of—eleetors—havebeenrsubrttedto—and
6| wverifedbythesuperv-sors—Every——sighrature—shal—bedated by
7| the—eleector—when—rade—Sigratures—are—val-dfor—aperieodof—+4
8| years—foHewing—such—date—providedal—otherrequirerents—of
9| taw-are—satistied-

10 (2) 63> The sponsor of an initiative anendnent shall

11| prior to obtaining any signatures, register as a politica

12| commttee pursuant to s. 106.03 and submit the text of the

13| proposed anmendnent to the Secretary of State, with the form on
14| which the signatures will be affixed, and shall obtain the

15| approval of the Secretary of State of such form The form

16| shall consist of a single card or sheet of paper unconnected
17| with any other card or sheet of paper and nust be circul ated
18| for signatures in this format. The division shall adopt rules
19| pursuant to s. 120.54 prescribing the style and requirenents
20| of such form Upon filing with the Secretary of State, the

21| text of the proposed anendnent and all fornms filed in

22| connection with this section nust, upon request, be nade

23| available in alternative formats. The contents of a petition
24| formare limted to those itenms required by statute or rule. A
25| petition formis a political advertisement as defined in s.

26| 106.011 and, as such, nust conply with all rel evant

27| requirenents of chapter 106.

28 (3) 4 The supervisor of elections shall record the

29| date each petition formis received by the supervisor and the
30| date the signature on the formis verified as valid. The

31| supervisor shall also pronptly record these dates in the

15
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statewi de voter reqgistration systemin the manner prescribed

by the Secretary of State. The supervisor shall verify that

the signature on a petition formis valid only if the form
conplies with all of the follow ng:

(a) The formmust contain the original signature of
the purported el ector;

(b) The purported el ector nust accurately record on
the formthe date on which he or she signed the form

(c) The date the elector signed the form as recorded
by the elector, nust be no nore than 35 days before the date
the formis received by the supervisor of elections;

(d) The formnust accurately set forth the purported
el ector's nanme, street address, county, and voter registration
nunber or date of birth; and

(e) The purported el ector nmust be, at the tine he or
she signs the form a duly qualified and regi stered el ector
authorized to vote in the county in which his or her signature
is submitted.

(4) 65 An elector's signature on a petition form may
be revoked by subnitting to the appropriate supervisor of
el ections a signed petition-revocation form adopted by rule
for this purpose by the division. The petition-revocation form
is subject to the same relevant requirenents as the
correspondi ng petition formunder this code and nust be
approved by the Secretary of State before any signature is
obtai ned. The petition-revocation formshall be filed with the
supervi sor of elections no |ater than the February 1 precedi ng
the next general election or, if the initiative amendnent is
not certified for ballot position in that election, no |ater
than the February 1 preceding the next successive genera
el ection. The supervisor of elections shall pronptly verify
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the signature on the petition-revocation form and process such
revocation within 30 days after receiving paynent of a fee of
10 cents or the actual cost of verifying such signature,

whi chever is |less. The supervisor shall pronptly record each

valid petition-revocation in the statewi de voter registration

systemin the manner prescribed by the Secretary of State.

(5)€63(a) |If a person is presented with a petition
formor petition-revocation formfor his or her possible
signature by a petition circulator, then the person nust
record this fact on the formand the nane and address of the
petition circulator nust |egibly appear on the form before the
signature on the formmay be verified by the supervisor. For
purposes of this subsection, "petition circulator" neans any
person who, in the context of a direct face-to-face
conversation, presents to another person for his or her
possi bl e signature a petition formor petition-revocation form
regardi ng ballot placenent for an initiative.

(b) A paid petition circulator shall, when engaged in
the activities described in paragraph (1)(a), wear a proni nent
badge, in a form and manner prescribed by rule by the
di vision, identifying himor her as a "PAID PETI TI ON
Cl RCULATOR. " For purposes of this subsection, "paid petition
circulator" nmeans a petition circulator who receives any
conpensation as a direct or indirect consequence of these
activities.

(B)6A In addition to any other practice or action
perm ssi bl e under |aw, an owner, |essee, or other person
lawful |y exercising control over private property may:

(a) Prohibit persons fromengaging in activity on the

property which supports or opposes initiatives;
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(b) Permt or prohibit persons fromengaging in
activity on the property in support of or opposition to a
particular initiative; or

(c) Permt persons to engage in activity on the
property which supports or opposes initiatives, subject to
restrictions with respect to tinme, place, and manner which are
reasonabl e and unifornmy applied.

()68 A signed petition formor petition-revocation
formregarding ballot placenent for an initiative which does
not fully conply with the applicable provisions of this code,
or which was obtained in violation of the applicable
provi sions of this code, may be verified by the supervisor of
el ections and counted toward the nunmber of valid signatures
required for ballot placement only after those deficiencies or
vi ol ati ons are corrected.

(8)9) Each signature shall be dated by the el ector

when nmade and shall be valid for a period of 4 years foll ow ng

such date, if all other requirenents of law are net. The

sponsor shall submit signed and dated forns to the appropriate
supervi sor of elections for verification as to the nunber of

regi stered el ectors whose valid signatures appear thereon. The
supervi sor shall pronptly verify the signatures within 30 days
after receiving paynment of the fee required by s. 99.097. The

supervisor _shall pronptly record each petition verified as

valid in the statewide voter registration systemin the nmanner

prescribed by the Secretary of State. Ypenr—cenpletion—-of
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1| eengresstonal—distret—Fhis—certifiecateshalH—beimrediately
2| transwttedtothe Seeretary—of—State— The supervi sor shal

3| retain the signed petition forms and petition-revocation forns
4| for at least 1 year following the election in which the issue
5| appeared on the ballot or until the Division of Elections

6| notifies the supervisors of elections that the comrittee which
7| circulated the petition is no |longer seeking to obtain ball ot
8| position.

9 (9) €636y The Secretary of State shall determne from

10| the signatures verified by the verit-eati-en—eertiteates

11| reeeived—+from supervisors of elections and recorded in the

12| statewide voter registration systemthe total nunber of

13| verified valid signatures and the distribution of such

14| signatures by congressional districts. Upon a deternination

15| that the requisite nunmber and distribution of valid signatures
16| have been obtained, the secretary shall issue a certificate of
17| ballot position for that proposed amendrment and shall assign a
18| designati ng nunmber pursuant to s. 101.161. A—petition—shatl—be
19| deeredtobefitedwiththe Secretary—of Stateuponthedate
20| efthereeceipt—bythe seeretaryofacertificateor

21| eertifeatesFromsupervisers—of—eleetions—indiecatingthat

22| vatdand—verifiedpetitionform—havebeen—stgnredby—the

23| eenstitutionalbyr—requirednurber—and—distribution—of—electors
24| pursuant—tethis—eede—subjeettothe rightef reveecatioen

25| established—inAthis—seetien—

26 (10)+H(a) Wthin 45 days after receipt of a proposed
27| revision or amendnment to the State Constitution by initiative
28| petition fromthe Secretary of State, the Financial |npact

29| Estimating Conference shall conplete an analysis and financia
30| inpact statenent to be placed on the ballot of the estimated
31| increase or decrease in any revenues or costs to state or
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| ocal governnments resulting fromthe proposed initiative. The
ball ot nust include a statenment, as prescribed by rule of the
Department of State, to the effect that the financial inpact
statement is required under the State Constitution and the
Florida Statutes and should not be construed as an endor senent
by the state of the proposed revision or anendnent to the
State Constitution. The Financial I|npact Estinmating Conference
shall submit the financial inpact statenent to the Attorney
General and Secretary of State.

(b)1. The Financial I|npact Estinmating Conference shal
provi de an opportunity for any proponents or opponents of the
initiative to subnit information and may solicit information
or analysis fromany other entities or agencies, including the
O fice of Econom ¢ and Denographi c Research. All neetings of
the Fi nancial |npact Estimating Conference shall be open to
the public as provided in chapter 286.

2. The Financial Inpact Estimating Conference is
established to review, analyze, and estinmate the financial
i mpact of anendnents to or revisions of the State Constitution
proposed by initiative. The Financial |npact Estimating
Conference shall consist of four principals: one person from
t he Executive Ofice of the Governor; the coordi nator of the
O fice of Econom ¢ and Denographi c Research, or his or her
desi gnee; one person fromthe professional staff of the
Senate; and one person fromthe professional staff of the
House of Representatives. Each principal shall have
appropriate fiscal expertise in the subject matter of the
initiative. A Financial |npact Estinmating Conference may be
appoi nted for each initiative.

3. Principals of the Financial |nmpact Estimating
Conference shall reach a consensus or mgjority concurrence on
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a clear and unanbi guous financial inpact statement, no nore
than 75 words in length, and i medi ately submit the statenent
to the Attorney General. Nothing in this subsection prohibits
the Fi nancial |npact Estimating Conference fromsetting forth
a range of potential inpacts in the financial inpact
statement. Any financial inpact statenent that a court finds
not to be in accordance with this section shall be remanded
solely to the Financial I|npact Estinmating Conference for
redrafting. The Financial |npact Estinmating Conference shal
redraft the financial inpact statenent within 15 days.

4. |f the nmenbers of the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference are unable to agree on the statenent required by
this subsection, or if the Suprenme Court has rejected the
initial subm ssion by the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference and no redraft has been approved by the Suprene
Court by April 1 of the year in which the general election is
to be held, the follow ng statenent shall appear on the ball ot
pursuant to s. 101.161(1): "The financial inmpact of this
measure, if any, cannot be reasonably determned at this
tine."

(c) The financial inpact statenment nust be separately
cont ai ned and be set forth after the ballot sumuary as
required in s. 101.161(1).

(d)1. Any financial inpact statement that the Suprene
Court finds not to be in accordance with this subsection shal
be remanded solely to the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference for redrafting, provided the court's advisory
opinion is rendered by April 1 of the year in which the
general election is to be held. The Financial |npact

Estimati ng Conference shall prepare and adopt a revised
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financial inpact statenent no later than 5 p.m on the 15th
day after the date of the court's opinion.

2. If, by 5 p.m on April 1 of the year in which the
general election is to be held, the Suprene Court has not
i ssued an advisory opinion on the initial financial inpact
statement prepared by the Financial |npact Estimating
Conference for an initiative anendment that otherw se neets
the legal requirenents for ballot placenent, the financia
i npact statenment shall be deemed approved for placenent on the
bal | ot .

3. In addition to the financial inpact statenent
required by this subsection, the Financial |npact Estinmating
Conference shall draft an initiative financial information
statenment. The initiative financial information statenent
shoul d describe in greater detail than the financial inpact
statement any projected increase or decrease in revenues or
costs that the state or |ocal governnents would likely
experience if the ballot nmeasure were approved. |f
appropriate, the initiative financial informtion statenent
may i nclude both estinmated dollar amobunts and a description
pl acing the estimated dollar ampbunts into context. The
initiative financial information statement nust include both a
summary of not nore than 500 words and additional detailed
i nformati on that includes the assunptions that were nmade to
devel op the financial inpacts, workpapers, and any other
i nformati on deened rel evant by the Financial |npact Estinmating
Conf er ence.

4. The Departnent of State shall have printed, and
shall furnish to each supervisor of elections, a copy of the
summary fromthe initiative financial information statenents.
The supervisors shall have the summary fromthe initiative

22
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1| financial information statenments avail able at each polling

2| place and at the main office of the supervisor of elections

3| upon request.

4 5. The Secretary of State and the O fice of Economc
5| and Denographi c Research shall nake avail able on the Internet
6| each initiative financial information statement in its

7| entirety. In addition, each supervisor of elections whose

8| office has a website shall post the summary from each

9| initiative financial information statenment on the website.

10| Each supervisor shall include the Internet addresses for the
11| information statenents on the Secretary of State's and the

12| O fice of Econonic and Denpgraphic Research's websites in the
13| publication or nmailing required by s. 101. 20.

14 (11) 342> The division nay adopt rules in accordance

15| with s. 120.54 to carry out this section.

16 Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 101.161, Florida
17| Statutes, is anended to read:

18 101. 161 Referenda; ballots.--

19 (1) \Wenever a constitutional anmendnment or other
20| public nmeasure is submitted to the vote of the people, the
21| substance of such amendnment or other public nmeasure shall be
22| printed in clear and unanbi guous | anguage on the ballot after
23| the list of candidates, followed by the word "yes" and al so by
24| the word "no," and shall be styled in such a manner that a
25| "yes" vote will indicate approval of the proposal and a "no"
26| vote will indicate rejection. The wording of the substance of
27| the anmendnment or other public neasure and the ballot title to
28| appear on the ballot shall be enbodied in the joint
29| resolution, constitutional revision comm ssion proposal
30| constitutional convention proposal, taxation and budget reform
31| commi ssion proposal, or enabling resolution or ordinance.
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1| Except for anendnents and ball ot | anguage proposed by joint

2| resolution, the substance of the amendnment or other public

3| neasure shall be an explanatory statenment, not exceeding 75

4] words in length, of the chief purpose of the neasure. In

5| addition, for every anendnent proposed by initiative, the

6| ballot shall include, followi ng the ballot sumary, a separate
7| financial inpact statenment concerning the neasure prepared by
8| the Financial Inpact Estinmating Conference in accordance with
9| s. 100.371(11) s—3100-3746). The ballot title shall consist
10| of a caption, not exceeding 15 words in length, by which the
11| nmeasure is conmonly referred to or spoken of.

12 Section 6. Section 33 of chapter 2005-278, Laws of

13| Elorida, is repealed.

14 Section 7. Effective January 1, 2007, subsection (1)
15| of section 101.161, Florida Statutes, as anended by this act,
16| is anended to read:

17 101. 161 Referenda; ballots.--

18 (1) \Wenever a constitutional anmendnment or other

19| public neasure is subnmtted to the vote of the people, the

20| substance of such amendnent or other public nmeasure shall be
21| printed in clear and unanbi guous | anguage on the ballot after
22| the list of candidates, followed by the word "yes" and al so by
23| the word "no," and shall be styled in such a manner that a

24| "yes" vote will indicate approval of the proposal and a "no"
25| vote will indicate rejection. The wordi ng of the substance of
26| the anendnment or other public neasure and the ballot title to
27| appear on the ballot shall be enbodied in the joint

28| resolution, constitutional revision comm ssion proposal

29| constitutional convention proposal, taxation and budget reform
30| comi ssion proposal, or enabling resolution or ordinance.

31| Except for anmendnents and ball ot |anguage proposed by joint
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resol ution, the substance of the anendnent or other public
measure shall be an explanatory statenment, not exceeding 75
words in length, of the chief purpose of the neasure. In
addition, for every anmendnent proposed by initiative, the
ball ot shall include, follow ng the ballot summary, a separate
financi al inpact statenent concerning the nmeasure prepared by
the Financial |npact Estimating Conference in accordance with
s. 100.371(10) s—3160-—3+{3+H. The ballot title shall consi st

of a caption, not exceeding 15 words in length, by which the

nmeasure is comonly referred to or spoken of.

Section 8. Any signature gathered on a previously

approved initiative petition formthat has been subm tted for

verification before August 1, 2006, may be verified and

counted, if otherwi se valid. However, any initiative petition

formthat is submitted for verification on or after that date

may be verified and counted only if it conplies with this act

and has been approved by the Secretary of State before

obt ai ni ng_el ector_si gnatures.

Section 9. |f any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the

invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of

the act which can be qgiven effect without the invalid

provi sion or application, and to this end the provisions of

this act are severable.

Section 10. Except as otherw se expressly provided in

this act, this act shall take effect August 1, 2006.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 720

3

4| Commttee Substitute for Senate Bill 720 inposes a series of
requirements on the initiative petition process. The committee

5| substitute prohibits issue petition sponsors who file
certifications of undue burden from paying petition

6| circulators before ¥|ng supervisors or reinbursing the
Ceneral Revenue Fund the costs of verifying signatures.

7| The ﬁroposed | anguage provides for ﬁet|t|on revi ew t hrough
whi ch an el ector may revoke his or signature on a

8| petition. The committee substitute codifies the current
requi rement that issue petitions and petition revocations nust

9| be verified by a nane-by-nane, signature-by-signature check of
t he nunber of valid S|%natures on the petitions. The committee

10| substitute clarifies the rights of proPerty owners with regard
to petition circulators. The proposed | anguage al so provides

11| procedures to contest the inproper ver|f|cat|on of signatures
In court. The conm ttee substitute also revises the procedures

12| for placing an initiative on the ballot and the requirenents
for 1nformation on petitions.
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