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Fl ori da Senate - 2006 SB 740
By Senator Bullard

39-447-06
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to alternative health care
treatment; anending s. 456.41, F.S.; providing
that a health care practitioner is not subject
to discipline for rendering conpl enmentary or
alternative health care treatnment under certain

ci rcunst ances; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 456.41, Florida
Statutes, is anmended, present subsections (4) and (5) of that
section are redesignated as subsections (5) and (6),
respectively, and a new subsection (4) is added to that
section, to read

456.41 Conplenentary or alternative health care
treatments. - -

(3) COWMMUNI CATI ON OF TREATMENT ALTERNATI VES. -- A health
care practitioner who offers to provide a patient with a
conplenmentary or alternative health care treatnment nust inform
the patient of the nature of the treatnment and nust explain
the benefits and risks associated with the treatnent to the
extent necessary for the patient to nake an inforned and
prudent decision regarding such treatnment option. In
conpliance with this subsection:

(a) The health care practitioner shall sust informthe
patient of the practitioner's education, experience, and
credentials in relation to the conplenentary or alternative
health care treatnent option.

(b) The health care practitioner may—a—his—er—her
di-seretien— communi cate the information orally or in witten
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formdirectly to the patient or to the patient's |ega
representative.

(c) The health care practitioner may, r—his—er—her
di-seretien—and without restriction, recomend any node of
treatment that is, in his or her judgnent, in the best
interests of the patient, including conplenentary or
alternative health care treatnments, in accordance with the
provi sions of his or her |icense.

(4) A health care practitioner is not subject to

discipline solely on the basis that he or she renders

conpl enentary or _alternative health care treatnent or advice

to a patient if the health care practitioner

(a) Conplies with the requirenents of subsection (3):

(b) In good faith exani nes the patient before

rendering any conplenentary or alternative health care

treatnent _or advice;

(c) Infornms the patient about conventional nedica

treatment before rendering any conplenentary or alternative

health care treatnent or advice;

(d) Does not delay or discourage the traditiona

di agnosis of a condition of the patient by use of the

conpl enentary or _alternative health care treatnent or advice;

and

(e) Does not cause death or serious bodily injury to

the patient by use of the conplenentary or alternative health

care treatnent or advice.

(5) 4 RECORDS. --Every health care practitioner

providing a patient with a conplenmentary or alternative health
care treatnment nmust indicate in the patient's care record the

nmet hod by which the requirements of subsection (3) were net.
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1 (6) 65> EFFECT.--This section does not nodify or change
2| the scope of practice of any |licensees of the departnent, nor
3| does it alter in any way the provisions of the individua

4| practice acts for those |icensees, which require |icensees to
5| practice within their respective standards of care and which
6| prohibit fraud and exploitation of patients.

7 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
8| I aw.
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11 SENATE SUMVARY

12 Provi des that a health care practitioner is not subject

to discipline for rendering conplementary or alternative

13 heal th care treatment under certain circumnstances.
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