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ENRCLLED
2006 Legi sl ature CS for SB 840, 1st Engrossed

An act relating to early chil dhood educati on;
anmendi ng s. 402.3017, F.S.; authorizing the
Agency for Workforce Innovation to contract for
the adm nistration of the Teacher Education and
Conpensati on Hel ps (TEACH) schol arship program
provi ding for rul emaking; del eting provisions
that limt agency adninistration of the program
to the 2005-2006 fiscal year; anending s.
411.01, F.S.; requiring the Agency for
Wor kf orce I nnovation to recommend a schoo

readi ness equity allocation formula; providing
for changes in the allocation of funds to be
specified in the General Appropriations Act;
elimnating approval of the allocation formula
by the Legislative Budget Conmi ssion;

elim nating an obsol ete provision; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 402.3017, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

402. 3017 Teacher Education and Conpensati on Hel ps
(TEACH) schol arship program - -

(1) The Legislature finds that the | evel of early
child care teacher education and training is a key predictor
for determning programquality. The Legislature also finds
that | ow wages for child care workers prevent many from
obtai ning increased trai ning and education and contribute to

hi gh turnover rates. The Legislature therefore intends to help
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1| fund a program which |inks teacher training and education to
2| conpensation and conmmitnent to the field of early chil dhood
3| educati on.

4 (2) The Agency for Workforce Innovation Bepartwent—ef
5| chitdren—andtamtyr—Serviees is authorized to contract for the
6| adnministration of the Teacher Educati on and Conpensati on Hel ps
7| (TEACH) schol arshi p program which provi des educationa

8| schol arships to caregivers and admi nistrators of early

9| childhood progranms, famly day care hones, and large famly
10| child care homes.

11 (3) The agency departrwent shall adopt rules as

12| necessary to inplenment this section

13 4—For—the 20052006 fisecal—year—onby—the Ageney—for
14| Workfoereetnnovation—shalH—adrinisterthisseetien—Fhis

15| subseetion—expires—3uly—1—2006—

16 Section 2. Subsection (9) of section 411.01, Florida
17| Statutes, is anended to read:

18 411.01 School readiness prograns; early |earning

19| coalitions.--

20 (9) FUNDI NG SCHOOL READI NESS PROGRAM - -

21 (a) It is the intent of this section to establish an
22| integrated and quality seanl ess service delivery system for
23| all publicly funded early chil dhood education and child care
24| progranms operating in this state.

25 (b)1. The Agency for Workforce I nnovation shal

26| adm ni ster school readiness funds, plans, and policies and

27| shall prepare and submit a unified budget request for the

28| school readiness systemin accordance with chapter 216.

29 2. Al instructions to early learning coalitions for
30| administering this section shall emanate fromthe Agency for
31
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1| Workforce Innovation in accordance with the policies of the
2| Legislature.
3 (c) The Agency for Workforce I nnovation shal
4| recommend adept a fornmula for the allocation anong the early
5| learning coalitions of all state and federal school readiness
6| funds for children participating in public or private schoo
7| readi ness progranms based upon equity and performance. The
8| allocation fornmula nust be submtted to the Governor,_ ard the
9| chair of the Senate Ways and Means Committee or its successor
10| and the chair of the House Fiscal Council or its successor no
11| Later than January 1 of each year. The Legislature shal
12| specify in the annual General Appropriations Act any changes
13| fromthe allocation nethodology for the prior fiscal year
14| which nust be used by the Agency for Wrkforce Innovation in
15| allocating the appropriations provided in the Genera
16| Appropriations Act tegistative Budget—Comm-ssien—Upen

*f

24 (d) Al state, federal, and required | oca

25| mai ntenance-of-effort or matching funds provided to an early
26| learning coalition for purposes of this section shall be used
27| by the coalition for inplenentation of its school readi ness

28| plan, including the hiring of staff to effectively operate the
29| coalition's school readiness program As part of plan approva
30| and periodic plan review, the Agency for Workforce Innovation
31| shall require that administrative costs be kept to the nininum
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1| necessary for efficient and effective adm nistration of the
2| school readiness plan, but total administrative expenditures
3| must not exceed 5 percent unless specifically waived by the
4| Agency for Workforce Innovation. The Agency for Workforce
5| Innovation shall annually report to the Legislature any
6| problens relating to adnministrative costs.
7 (e) The Agency for Workforce Innovation shall annually
8| distribute, to a maxi num extent practicable, all eligible
9| funds provided under this section as block grants to the early
10| learning coalitions.
11 (f) State funds appropriated for the school readiness
12| program may not be used for the construction of new facilities
13| or the purchase of buses. The Agency for Workforce Innovation
14| shall present to the Legislature recommendati ons for providing
15| necessary transportation services for school readi ness
16| prograns.
17 (g) Al cost savings and all revenues received through
18| a mandatory sliding fee scale shall be used to help fund each
19| early learning coalition's school readiness program
20 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006
21
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