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By the Committee on Ceneral Governnent Appropriations; and
Senat or Al exander

601-2189- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to vessels; anending s. 328.72

3 F.S.; inposing an additional surcharge on the

4 vessel registration fee to be deposited into

5 the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund

6 within the Fish and Wldlife Conservation

7 Commi ssi on; authorizing the conm ssion to

8 retain a percentage of the funds to cover

9 certain costs of the grant program anending s.

10 376.15, F.S.; requiring that a programfor the

11 renmoval of derelict vessels established by the

12 commi ssion be funded in part fromthe Marine

13 Resources Conservation Trust Fund; providing an

14 effective date.

15

16| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

17

18 Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 328.72, Florida
19| Statutes, is anended to read:
20 328.72 Classification; registration; fees and charges;
21| surcharge; disposition of fees; fines; marine turtle
22| stickers.--
23 (9)(a) SURCHARGE.--In addition, there is hereby |evied
24| and i nposed on each vessel registration fee inposed under
25| subsection (1) a surcharge in the ambunt of $1, which shall be
26| collected in the same nanner as the fee and deposited into the
27| State Agency Law Enforcenent Radi o System Trust Fund of the
28| Departnment of Managenent Services.
29 (b) 1In addition, there is |levied and i nposed on each
30| vessel registration fee inposed under subsection (1) a
31| surcharge in the anmpunt of $2, which shall be collected in the
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sane_manner _as the fee and deposited into the Marine Resources

Conservation Trust Fund within the Fish and Wldlife

Conservation Comm ssion for the purpose of funding the

derelict vessel grant program established under s. 376.15(2).

From these funds the Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conmi SSion

nmay retain up to 10 percent to cover the admi nistrative costs

of the grant program

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 376.15, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

376.15 Derelict vessels; renoval from public waters.--

(2)(a) The Fish and WIidlife Conservation Conmi ssion
and its officers and all |aw enforcenment officers as specified
ins. 327.70 are authorized and enpowered to renove any
derelict vessel as defined in s. 823.11(1) from public waters.
All costs incurred by the comi ssion or other |aw enforcenent
agency in the renmoval of any abandoned or derelict vesse
shall be recoverabl e agai nst the owner of the vessel. The
Department of Legal Affairs shall represent the conm ssion in
such actions.

(b) The conm ssion may establish a programto provide
grants to local governnents for the rempoval of derelict
vessels fromthe public waters of the state. The program shal
be funded fromthe Florida Coastal Protection Trust Fund and
the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund. Notw t hstanding

the—preovisions—na s. 216.181(11), funds avail able for grants

may only be authorized by appropriations acts of the

Legi sl ature.

(c) The conm ssion shall adopt by rule procedures for
submtting a grant application and criteria for allocating
avail abl e funds. Such criteria shall include, but not be
limted to, the follow ng:
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1. The nunber of derelict vessels within the
jurisdiction of the applicant.

2. The threat posed by such vessels to public health
or safety, the environnent, navigation, or the aesthetic
condition of the general vicinity.

3. The degree of commitnent of the | ocal governnment to
mai ntain waters free of abandoned and derelict vessels and to
seek | egal action against those who abandon vessels in the
waters of the state.

(d) This section shall constitute the authority for
such removal but is not intended to be in contravention of any
applicable federal act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1104

Aut hori zes a $2 surcharge on each vessel registration as a
dedi cated fundi ng source for the derelict vessel grant program
established pursuant to s. 376.15(s), F.S.

Requires that these funds be deposited into the Marine
Resources Conservation Trust Fund within the Fish and Wldlife
Conservati on Conmm ssi on.

I ncludes the Marine Resources Conservation Trust Fund as an
applicable fund source for the derelict vessel program
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