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Proposed Conmittee Substitute by the Conmittee on

Transportation and Econom c Devel opnent Appropriations

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to youth work experience
prograns; anmending s. 334.351, F.S.; requiring
nonprofit youth organi zati ons that contract
with the Departrment of Transportation for the
pur pose of operating youth work experience
prograns to certify that the program
partici pants are residents of the state and
possess valid identification; specifying
criteria for the departnment to consider in
awar di ng contracts to such organi zati ons;
requiring that the nonprofit youth
organi zations submt certain reports and audits
to the department and denonstrate participation
in a peer assessnent or revi ew process;

providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 334.351, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

334. 351 Youth work experience program findings and
intent; authority to contract; limtation.--

(1) The Legislature finds and decl ares that young men
and worren of the state should be given an opportunity to
obtain public service work and training experience that
protects and conserves the val uabl e resources of the state and
promotes participation in other conmunity enhancenent
projects. Notw thstanding the requirements of chapters 287 and
337, the Departnent of Transportation is authorized to
contract with public agencies ?nd nonprofit organizations for
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the performance of work related to the construction and

mai nt enance of transportation-related facilities by youths
enrolled in youth work experience progranms. The total anount
of contracts entered into by the department under this section
in any fiscal year may not exceed the anpbunt specifically
appropriated by the Legislature for this program

(2) Each nonprofit youth organi zati on that provides

services under a contract with the departnment must certify

t hat each young person enrolled in its work experience program

is aresident of this state and possesses a valid Florida

driver's license or identification card.

(3) VWhen selecting a nonprofit youth organi zation to

performwork on transportation-related facilities and before

awardi ng a contract under this section, the departnment must

consider the following criteria:

(a) The nunber of participants receiving

i fe-managenent skills training;

(b) The nunber of participants receiving high schoo

di pl omas or GEDs;

(c) The nunber of participants receiving schol arships;

(d) The nunber of participants receiving bonuses;

(e) The nunber of participants who have secured

full-tinme jobs; and

(f) The other programs or services that support the

devel opnent of di sadvant aged yout hs.

(4) Each nonprofit youth organi zati on under contract

with the departnent nust:

(a) Submit an annual report to the departnment by

January 1 of each year. The report nust include, but need not

be limted to, the applicable performance of the organi zation

when neasured by the criteria in subsection (3) for the
2
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organi zation's nost recently conpleted fiscal year

(b) Submit an independent audit of the organization's

financial records to the departnent each year. The

organi zation's contract with the departnment must all ow the

departnment the right to inspect the organi zation's financia

and programrecords.

(c) Denpbnstrate participation in a peer assessment or

revi ew process, such as the Excellence in Corps Operations of

t he National Association of Service and Conservation Corps.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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