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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 1172

By Senator Joyner

18-1284-07 See HB
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to breast cancer treatnent;
providing a short title; anending ss.
627.64171, 627.66121, and 641.31, F.S.
i ncludi ng | ynph node di ssections under
provi sions prescribing the length of hospita
stay relating to a mastectony and the
out patient postsurgical followp care which
speci fied health insurers and health
mai nt enance organi zati ons nmust cover; linmting

application; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Mary B. Hooks

Act. "

Section 2. Subsections (1) and (2) and paragraph (a)
of subsection (4) of section 627.64171, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

627.64171 Coverage for length of stay and outpatient
postsurgi cal care.--

(1) Any health insurance policy that is issued,
anended, delivered, or renewed in this state which provides
coverage for breast cancer treatnment may not |linit inpatient

hospital coverage for lynph node dissections or mastectonies

to any period that is I ess than that determ ned by the
treating physician to be nmedically necessary in accordance
with prevailing medical standards and after consultation with
the insured patient.
(2) Any health insurance policy that provi des coverage
for Lynph node dissections or nastectonies under subsection
1
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(1) nmust also provide coverage for outpatient postsurgica
followup care in keeping with prevailing nedical standards by
a licensed health care professional qualified to provide

post surgi cal |ynph node dissection or nastectony care. The

treating physician, after consultation with the insured
patient, may choose that the outpatient care be provided at
the nost nedically appropriate setting, which may include the
hospital, treating physician's office, outpatient center, or
home of the insured patient.

(4)(a) This section does not require an insured

patient to have a |ynph node dissection or t+he nastectony in

the hospital or stay in the hospital for a fixed period of

time follow ng the | ynph node dissection or mnastectony.

Section 3. Subsections (1) and (2) and paragraph (a)
of subsection (4) of section 627.66121, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

627.66121 Coverage for length of stay and outpatient
postsurgi cal care.--

(1) Any group, blanket, or franchise accident or
heal th insurance policy that is issued, anmended, delivered, or
renewed in this state which provides coverage for breast
cancer treatnment may not limt inpatient hospital coverage for

lynph node di ssections or nastectonies to any period that is

| ess than that determ ned by the treating physician to be
medi cal |y necessary in accordance with prevailing nedica
standards and after consultation with the insured patient.

(2) Any group, blanket, or franchise accident or
heal th insurance policy that provides coverage for |ynph node

di ssections or mastectoni es under subsection (1) nust also

provi de coverage for outpatient postsurgical followup care in
keeping with prevailing nmedical standards by a licensed health
2
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1| care professional qualified to provide postsurgical |ynph node
2| dissection or mastectony care. The treating physician, after
3| consultation with the insured patient, may choose that the

4| outpatient care be provided at the nost nedically appropriate
5| setting, which may include the hospital, treating physician's
6| office, outpatient center, or honme of the insured patient.

7 (4)(a) This section does not require an insured

8| patient to have a |lynph node dissection or the mastectony in
9| the hospital or stay in the hospital for a fixed period of

10| time followi ng the | ynph node dissection or mnastectony.

11 Section 4. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (31)
12| of section 641.31, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

13 641.31 Health maintenance contracts. --

14 (31)(a) Health maintenance contracts that provide

15| coverage, benefits, or services for breast cancer treatnent
16| may not limt inpatient hospital coverage for |ynph node

17| dissections or nastectomies to any period that is |less than
18| that determ ned by the treating physician under contract with
19| the health nmintenance organi zation to be nedically necessary
20| in accordance with prevailing nmedical standards and after

21| consultation with the covered patient. Such contract nust al so
22| provide coverage for outpatient postsurgical followp care in
23| keeping with prevailing nedical standards by a |icensed health
24| care professional under contract with the heal th nmaintenance
25| organi zation qualified to provide postsurgical |ynph node

26| dissection or mastectony care. The treating physician under
27| contract with the health mai ntenance organi zation, after

28| consultation with the covered patient, may choose that the

29| outpatient care be provided at the nost medically appropriate
30| setting, which may include the hospital, treating physician's
31| office, outpatient center, or hone of the covered patient.
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(c)l. This subsection does not require a covered

patient to have a |ynph node dissection or t+he nastectony in

the hospital or stay in the hospital for a fixed period of

time follow ng the | ynph node dissection or mnastectony.

2. This subsection does not prevent a contract from
i mposi ng deducti bl es, coinsurance, or other cost sharing in
relation to benefits pursuant to this subsection, except that

such cost sharing shall not exceed cost sharing with other
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Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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