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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 CS for SB 1188

By the Comnmittee on Banking and I nsurance; and Senator Lynn

597-2469- 07
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to direct paynent for services
under health insurance policies; anending s.
627.638, F.S.; including licensed basic life
support or advanced |ife support providers
under provisions for direct paynent for certain
servi ces under health insurance policies;

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 627.638, Florida Statutes, is

anended to read:

627.638 Direct paynment for ambul ance, hospital

medi cal services. --

(1) Any health insurance policy insuring against |oss
or expense due to hospital confinenent or to nedical and
rel ated services may provide for paynent of benefits directly

to any recogni zed hospital, licensed basic life support or

advanced life support provider, doctor, or other person who

provi ded the services, in accordance with the provisions of

the policy. To conply with this section, the words "or to or

fromthe hospital, licensed basic life support or advanced

life support provider, doctor, or person rendering services

covered by this policy," or simlar words appropriate to the
terms of the policy, shall be added to applicabl e provisions
of the policy.

(2) Wenever, in any health insurance claimform an
i nsured specifically authorizes paynment of benefits directly

to any recogni zed hospital, licensed basic life support or

advanced life support provider, physician, or dentist, the
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i nsurer shall meke such paynent to the designated provider of
such services, unless otherwi se provided in the insurance
contract. The insurance contract may not prohibit, and clains
forms nust provide an option for, the paynent of benefits

directly to a licensed hospital, licensed basic life support

or advanced |ife support provider, physician, or dentist for

care provided pursuant to s. 395.1041 and to a |licensed basic

|life support or advanced life support provider |licensed

pursuant to chapter 401 for transportation or treatnent. The

insurer may require witten attestation of assignnent of
benefits. Paynent to the provider fromthe insurer may not be
nore than the anmpunt that the insurer would otherw se have
pai d wi thout the assignnent.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1188

The comrittee substitute provides the foll ow ng change:
Prohi bits health insurance contracts fron1prohibi}ipg t he
e

paynment of benefits directly to a |icensed basic
support or advanced |ife support provider
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