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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to ad val orem tax exenptions

3 for certain disabled veterans; anmending s.

4 196. 011, F.S.; authorizing the governing body

5 of a county to waive the requirenment that an

6 annual application be nade for a veteran's

7 disability discount; requiring a veteran who

8 recei ves such a discount to notify the property

9 apprai ser of any changes in the use of the

10 property or in his or her degree of disability;

11 provi di ng penalties for nonconpliance;

12 provi ding an effective date.

13

14| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 196.011, Florida
17| Statutes, is anended to read:

18 196. 011 Annual application required for exenption.--
19 (9)(a) A county may, at the request of the property
20| appraiser and by a nmajority vote of its governing body, waive
21| the requirement that an annual application or statenment be
22| made for exenption of property within the county after an
23| initial application is made and the exenption granted. The
24| wai ver under this subsection of the annual application or
25| statenent requirement applies to all exenptions under this
26| chapter except the exenption under s. 196.1995.
27| Notwit hstandi ng such waiver, refiling of an application or
28| statenent shall be required when any property granted an
29| exenption is sold or otherw se disposed of, when the ownership
30| changes in any manner, when the applicant for honestead
31| exenption ceases to use the property as his or her honestead,
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1| or when the status of the owner changes so as to change the

2| exenpt status of the property. In its deliberations on whether
3| to waive the annual application or statenent requirenent, the
4| governing body shall consider the possibility of fraudul ent

5| exenption clains which may occur due to the waiver of the

6| annual application requirenent. It is the duty of the owner of
7| any property granted an exenption who is not required to file
8| an annual application or statement to notify the property

9| appraiser pronptly whenever the use of the property or the

10| status or condition of the owner changes so as to change the
11| exenpt status of the property. |If any property owner fails to
12| so notify the property apprai ser and the property appraiser

13| determ nes that for any year within the prior 10 years the

14| owner was not entitled to receive such exenption, the owner of
15| the property is subject to the taxes exenpted as a result of
16| such failure plus 15 percent interest per annum and a penalty
17| of 50 percent of the taxes exenpted. Except for honestead

18| exenptions controlled by s. 196.161, it is the duty of the

19| property apprai ser maki ng such deternmination to record in the
20| public records of the county a notice of tax |ien agai nst any
21| property owned by that person or entity in the county, and

22| such property nust be identified in the notice of tax lien

23| Such property is subject to the paynent of all taxes and

24| penalties. Such lien when filed shall attach to any property,
25| identified in the notice of tax lien, owned by the person who
26| illegally or inproperly received the exenption. Should such
27| person no | onger own property in that county, but own property
28| in sone other county or counties in the state, it shall be the
29| duty of the property appraiser to record a notice of tax lien
30| in such other county or counties, identifying the property

31| owned by such person or entity in such county or counties, and
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1 it shall beconme a |ien against such property in such county or
2| counti es.

3 (b) A county may, at the request of the property

4| appraiser and by a majority vote of its governing body, waive
5| the requirement that an annual application be nmade for the

6| veteran's disability discount granted pursuant to s. 6(qg),

7| Art. VIl of the State Constitution after an initial

8| application is made and the discount granted. It is the duty
9| of the disabled veteran receiving a discount for which annua
10| application has been waived to notify the property appraiser
11| pronptly whenever the use of the property or the percentage of
12| disability to which the veteran is entitled changes. If a

13| disabled veteran fails to notify the property appraiser and
14| the property appraiser deternmines that for any year within the
15| prior 10 years the veteran was not entitled to receive all or
16| a portion of such discount, the penalties and processes in

17| paragraph (a) relating to the failure to notify the property
18| appraiser of ineligibility for an exenption shall apply.

19 (c)fby For any exenption under s. 196.101(2), the

20| statenent concerning gross income nust be filed with the

21| property appraiser not later than March 1 of every year

22 (d)€er If an exenption for which the annua

23| application is waived pursuant to this subsection will be

24| denied by the property appraiser in the absence of the

25| refiling of the application, notification of an intent to deny
26| the exenption shall be nmailed to the owner of the property

27| prior to February 1. |If the property appraiser fails to

28| tinmely mail such notice, the application deadline for such

29| property owner pursuant to subsection (1) shall be extended to
30| 28 days after the date on which the property appraiser nmails
31| such notice.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2008.

Rk S R I R O O R I R

SENATE SUMVARY

Al lows a county to waive the requirenent that an annua
application be made for a veteran's disability discount.
Requires a veteran who receives such a discount to notify
the property appraiser of ang changes in the property or
in his or her degree of disability. Provides penalties
for nonconpliance.
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