Fl ori da Senate - 2007 CS for SB 1454

By the Committee on Comunity Affairs; and Senators Webster
Fasano and Constanti ne

578-2074- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Transportation

3 Commi ssion; anmending s. 20.23, F.S.; requiring

4 the comrission to nonitor transportation

5 authorities and conduct periodic reviews of

6 each authority; prohibiting a nenber of the

7 commi ssion fromentering into the day-to-day

8 operation of a nmonitored authority; requiring

9 that the salary and benefits of the executive

10 director of the conmi ssion be set in accordance

11 with the Senior Managenent Service; providing

12 an effective date.

13

14| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

15

16 Section 1. Paragraphs (b), (c), and (h) of subsection
17| (2) of section 20.23, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
18 20.23 Departnment of Transportation.--There is created
19| a Departnment of Transportation which shall be a decentralized
20| agency.
21 (2)
22 (b) The conmi ssion shall have the primary functions
23| to:
24 1. Recommend nmmjor transportation policies for the
25| CGovernor's approval, and assure that approved policies and any
26| revisions thereto are properly executed.
27 2. Periodically review the status of the state
28| transportation systemincluding highway, transit, rail,
29| seaport, internodal devel opnent, and avi ati on conmponents of
30| the system and recommend i nprovenents therein to the Governor
31| and the Legislature.
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3. Performan in-depth evaluation of the annua
depart ment budget request, the Florida Transportation Plan
and the tentative work program for conpliance with al
applicable | aws and established departnmental policies. Except
as specifically provided in s. 339.135(4)(c)2., (d), and (f),
the comr ssion may not consider individual construction
projects, but shall consider nmethods of acconplishing the
goal s of the department in the nost effective, efficient, and
busi nessl i ke manner

4. Mbnitor the financial status of the department on a
regul ar basis to assure that the departnment is managi ng
revenue and bond proceeds responsibly and in accordance with
| aw and established policy.

5. Monitor on at least a quarterly basis, the
ef ficiency, productivity, and nanagenment of the departnent,
usi ng performance and producti on standards devel oped by the
commi ssi on pursuant to s. 334.045.

6. Performan in-depth evaluation of the factors
causi ng disruption of project schedules in the adopted work
program and recommend to the Legislature and the Governor
nmet hods to elimnate or reduce the disruptive effects of these
factors.

7. Recommend to the Governor and the Legislature
i mprovenents to the departnment's organization in order to
stream i ne and optim ze the efficiency of the departnment. In
reviewi ng the departnment's organi zation, the comr ssion shal
deternmine if the current district organizational structure is
responsive to Florida's changi ng econom ¢ and denographic
devel opnent patterns. The initial report by the comn ssion
nmust be delivered to the Governor and Legislature by Decenber
15, 2000, and each year thereafter, as appropriate. The
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conmi ssion may retain such experts as are reasonably necessary
to effectuate this subparagraph, and the departnment shall pay
t he expenses of such experts.

8. Monitor the efficiency, productivity, and

managenent of the authorities created under chapters 343 and

348, including any authority formed using the provisions of

part | of chapter 348. The commi ssion shall al so conduct

periodic reviews of each authority's operations and budget,

acqui sition of property, nmanagenent of revenue and bond

proceeds, and conpliance with applicable |aws and generally

accepted accounting principles.

(c) The conm ssion or a nmenber thereof may not enter

into the day-to-day operation of the departnment or a nonitored

authority and is specifically prohibited fromtaking part in:

1. The awardi ng of contracts.

2. The selection of a consultant or contractor or the
prequalification of any individual consultant or contractor
However, the conmi ssion may reconmend to the secretary
standards and policies governing the procedure for selection
and prequalification of consultants and contractors.

3. The selection of a route for a specific project.

4. The specific location of a transportation facility.

5. The acquisition of rights-of-way.

6. The enpl oynent, pronotion, denotion, suspension,
transfer, or discharge of any departnment personnel

7. The granting, denial, suspension, or revocation of
any license or permt issued by the departnent.

(h) The conm ssion shall appoint an executive director
and assi stant executive director, who shall serve under the
direction, supervision, and control of the conm ssion. The
executive director, with the consent of the conm ssion, shal
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1| empl oy such staff as are necessary to perform adequately the

2| functions of the commi ssion, within budgetary linitations.

3| Al enployees of the conm ssion are exenpt frompart |1 of

4| chapter 110 and shall serve at the pleasure of the conm ssion

5| The sal aries and benefits of all enployees of the conm ssion_

6| except for the executive director, shall be set in accordance

7| with the Sel ected Exenpt Service; provided— however, the

8| salary and benefits of the executive director shall be set in

9| accordance with the Senior Managenent Service. that The

10| comm ssion shall have conplete authority for fixing the salary

11| of the executive director and assistant executive director.

12 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007

13

14 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

15 Senate Bill 1454

16

17| The comm ttee substitute (CS) clarifies its provisions also
apply to a transportation authority created using the process

18| under part | of ch. 348, F.S. The CS requires the salary and
benefits of the executive director of the Florida

19| Transportation Conmi ssion to be set in accordance with the
Seni or Managenent Servi ce.
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