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By Senator Cri st

12-1064- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to public defenders and other

3 court-appoi nted counsel; anending s. 27.42,

4 F.S.; requiring a designee fromthe office of

5 the public defender to serve as chair of the

6 i ndi gent services comrittee in each judicia

7 circuit; requiring the public defender to

8 appoi nt one private crininal defense attorney

9 and one civil trial attorney to serve specified
10 terms of office on the comrittee; authorizing

11 the comrittee to include agreements for

12 cross-circuit conflict representation as part

13 of any alternate nodels for the provision of

14 crimnal and civil due process services and

15 representation of indigents; requiring the

16 Justice Admi nistrative Conmission to review

17 such agreenents and to transfer funds for the

18 purpose of tracking and reporting expenditures;

19 provi ding an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 27.42,
24| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
25 27.42 Circuit Article V indigent services conmttees;
26| conposition; staff; responsibilities; funding.--
27 (1) 1In each judicial circuit a circuit Article V
28| indigent services conmittee shall be established. The
29| comittee shall consist of the foll ow ng:
30 a—TFhe~chieffudgeof the fudicial——eiredit—orthe
31| ehieffudges—desigree—who——shalH—serve—astheehalr—
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(a)fby The public defender of the judicial circuit, or
designee fromwithin the office of the public defender,_ who

shal|l serve as chair.

(b)fe> One experienced private crininal defense

attorney appointed by the public defender, ehief—fudge to
serve a 2-year termwth the first such appointnment occurring

at_the end of the 2-year termof any attorney appointed by the

chief judge or if a vacancy occurs before the end of that

2-year term During the 2-year term the attorney is
prohi bited from serving as court-appoi nted counsel

(c) e One experienced civil trial attorney appointed
by the public defender ehief—fudge, to serve a 2-year term

with the first such appointnent occurring at the end of the

2-year termof any attorney appointed by the chief judge or if

a vacancy occurs before the end of that 2-year term During

the 2-year term the attorney is prohibited fromserving as
court-appoi nted counsel

(3) Notwithstandi ng any ot her provision of this
section, a circuit Article V indigent services conmittee may
approve, and the Justice Adm nistrative Comm ssion shal
i nvestigate and eval uate the use of funds for, alternate
nodel s for the provision of criminal and civil due process
services and representation other than a nodel based on a
per-case fee if a nore cost-effective and efficient system can
be provided. An alternate nodel may include court reporting
servi ces, anrd the provision of court-appointed counsel, and

agreenents between two or nore circuit public defenders for

cross-circuit conflict representation. The Justice

Admi ni strative Conmi ssion shall review these agreenents and

transfer funds allocated for indigent services as required by
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1| these agreenents to appropriately track and report

2| expenditures.

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007

4
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6 SENATE SUMVARY

7 Requires a designee fromthe office of the public
defender to serve as chair of the indigent services

8 committee in each judicial circuit. Requires the public
def ender to appoint one experienced private crim na

9 def ense attorney and one experienced civil trial attorney
to serve specified ternms of office on the conmttee.

10 Aut hori zes the comrittee to include agreements for
cross-circuit conflict representation as part of any

11 alternate nmodels for the provision of representation to
i ndigents. Requires the Justice Adm nistrative Comm ssion

12 to review such agreenents and to transfer funds for the

13 pur pose of tracking and reporting expenditures.
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